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1.0 HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE 


The Northville Historic District was established in 1972 and has only been updated a few times 
since then. These updates were primarily to revise the boundaries so they followed requirements 
of Michigan’s enabling legislation, Public Act (PA) 169 of 1970, as amended (1986 and 1992). 
The original local historic district report highlighted just 60 buildings. Since the Northville 
Historic District was first designated, the standards for a local historic district report have also 
changed, requiring more information on the resources (including designation of contributing or 
non-contributing), the development of historic contexts, and significance statements for each 
building. Also since 1972, a number of resources in the district have gained significance, having 
reached the 50-year mark. The Historic District re-survey (this project) was made possible, in 
part, through a grant from the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, which limited the 
work to the boundaries of the original historic district.    
 
This document will aid the Historic District Commission (HDC) as they execute their duties 
regarding the resources within the Northville Historic District.  This is a living document with 
the information available when the study was conducted.  The surveyors were limited in their 
ability to verify all details of all buildings and structures because they were not permitted to enter 
private property.  The property details are based primarily on a visual assessment from the public 
right-of-way.  As such the designation of a resource as contributing or non-contributing is 
subject to change if updated building, structure, or historic context is provided to the HDC. 
 
Following is a brief definition of contributing and non-contributing resources: 
 
Contributing.  A contributing building, site, structure, or object adds to the historic associations, 
historic architectural qualities, or archeological values for which a property is significant 
because:  


• It was present during the period of significance, relates to documented significance of the 
property, and possesses historic integrity or is capable of yielding important information 
about the period; or  


• It independently meets the National Register criteria, including when a property: 
(A)  is associated with events that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 


of our history. 
(B)  is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
(C)  embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction 


or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 


(D)  yields, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 
 
Non-contributing.  A non-contributing building, site, structure, or object does not add to the 
historic associations, historic architectural qualities, or archeological values for which a property 
is significant because: 
 
 
Source: National Register Bulletin: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, last revised in 1997, page 16 and 
35, https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB16A-Complete.pdf. This Study Report describes the meaning of 
the terms “integrity” and “period of significance” on pages 4-1 and 4-2, respectively. 



https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB16A-Complete.pdf
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• it was not present during the period of significance, or does not relate to the documented 
significance of the property; or 


• due to alterations, disturbances, additions, or other changes, it no longer possesses 
historic integrity or is capable of yielding important information about the period; or 


• it does not independently meet the National Register criteria. 
 
 
1.1 Committee Charge  


 
On January 3, 2018, the Northville City Council voted to establish a local historic district study 
committee to facilitate the grant received from the State of Michigan. The Consent Agenda item 
stated:  
 


The City has been awarded a grant from the State of Michigan to conduct an 
intensive level historic and architectural survey of our Historic District. The grant 
requires that the City establish a local historic district study committee, made up 
of various members of the community including a member of the Historic District 
Commission, Northville Historical Society, architects, representatives of 
community organizations, residents and property owners in the Historic District, 
and residents at large. The Study Committee will work with the consultant and 
review their reports and recommendations prior to presentation to the HDC. 


 
The Mayor, Chairperson of the Historic District Commission (HDC) and the City 
Manager have contacted the following individuals who are willing to serve on the 
HDC Study Committee: 


 
James Allen - HDC 
David Field – HDC 
Leanie Bayley - NHS 
Mark Chester – NHS 
Robert Miller – Architect 
Suzanne Cozart – Downtown Property Owner 
Jeff Russell – Resident at Large 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the individuals listed above be appointed to the HDC 
Study Committee. 
 
Recommended Motion 
Move to appoint James Allen, David Field, Leanie Bayley, Mark Chester, Robert 
Miller, Suzanne Cozart and Jeff Russell to the Northville Historic District Study 
Committee. 
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1.2 Study Committee Members 


 
The seven Northville Local Historic District Study Committee members are:  
 
James C. Allen, Chair 
Mr. Allen previously owned a company that restored/preserved historic double hung 
windows. The firm also built storm windows to preserve the original character of the structure. 
 
Leanie Bayly 
Ms. Bayly is the Executive Director and President of the Northville Historical Society at Mill 
Race Historical Village. Additionally, Ms. Bayly is a former commissioner of the Northville 
Historic District Commission, where she served for 10 years. The owner of a historic home in 
Northville’s Historic District, Ms. Bayly has also been involved with historic preservation and 
restoration in four states.  
 
Mark Chester 
A resident of Northville for 34 years, Mr. Chester has been an active member in the Northville 
Historical Society for over 15 Years. In his time with the Northville Historical Society Mr. 
Chester has served on the Board of Directors, was the Treasurer for 10 years, and most recently 
was held the position of Vice President. 
 
Suzanne Cozart 
Ms. Cozart is a graduate of Indiana University with a degree in Interior Design and minor in Art 
History, Business, and Spanish. Directly out of college she earned her LEED AP 
designation. Ms. Cozart is a resident of Cabbagetown in Northville where she operates her 
graphic design company, Oh So Cozy Designs, LLC. Ms. Cozart is also on the board of the local 
non-profit, Duke and John Foundation. 
 
David Field 
Mr. Field received his law degree from Wayne State in 1974 when he joined the Michigan Bar 
Association. He has been a Board member of the Michigan Basic Property Association for 18 
years. While in active practice, Mr. Field has served in many capacities associated with the 
insurance community in the states of Indiana, Ohio and Michigan. Approximately 30 years ago 
Mr. Field rehabilitated his 1912 Arts and Crafts style Bungalow home located in the Northville 
Historical District.  
 
Robert E. Miller 
Robert E. Miller is a resident of Northville where he owns a small architectural firm. Mr. Miller 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Northville Downtown Development Authority, and 
chairs its Design Committee. Mr. Miller has served on several municipal committees, including 
design review authorities focusing on historic districts. Professionally, he has used his 25 years 
of architectural experience in historic renovation and preservation projects.  
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Jeff Russell 
Jeff Russell has been a Northville resident for 21 years and has spent countless hours remodeling 
and expanding his circa 1900 home in the Beal Town neighborhood. He was awarded a 
beautification award in 2003 for his efforts. Jeff graduated from the University of Michigan with 
a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering and a Master of Business Administration.  
 
Katie Remensnyder, Scott Slagor, Tiffany Rakotz, and Elaine H. Robinson, architectural 
historians with Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc. (Commonwealth), assisted the study 
committee in its work.
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2.0 NORTHVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARY 


The Local Historic District Study Committee (LHDSC) considered the recommendations of 
Commonwealth Heritage Group, and modified the proposed boundary before sending the draft 
study to City Council.  City Council then made a recommendation to keep Ford Field (and 
consequently the adjoining properties to the south facing Main Street) in the new district 
boundary because of new historical information gathered by the Assistant to the Archivist at the 
Northville Historical Society.  The LHDSC considered Council’s suggestion, and agreed.  Based 
on the Ford Field historical information, they also recommended adding the parcel containing the 
Ford Field parking lot and play structure to the Historic District boundary.  The boundary 
description below reflects the new boundary, based on the data and analysis in this report. 


2.1 Verbal and Visual Boundary Description 


The Northville Historic District (Figures 2-1 and 2-2; Appendix A and B) boundary begins at the 
NW corner of the lot associated with 588 Randolph Street. From here, the boundary continues on 
the N lot line of said (sd) parcel continuing on the north lot line of 562 and 528 Randolph until it 
reaches the NE corner, thence (th) turns south to follow the east lot line and continues along the 
northern lot lines of the lots between 516 and 312 Randolph. At the NE corner of 312 Randolph, 
the boundary crosses High to the NW corner of the lot associated with 320 High, th follows the 
north, east, and west lot lines of the parcels located at 320 High Street, 204 to 108 Randolph 
Street, and 301 N Center Street. At the NE corner of 301 N Center, the boundary follows the east 
lot line along the curb, and crosses south over Randolph until it reaches a point even with the 
north lot line of 200 E Dunlap. From this point (pt), the boundary turns east to follow the north 
lot lines of the parcels associated with 200 to 143 E Dunlap, inclusive, of said Assessors 
Northville Plat No. 7, and its easterly extension thereof, crossing over Hutton Street to the 
easterly right-of-way line of Hutton Street.  At this point, the boundary turns north to follow the 
Hutton Street right-of-way (the west lot line of Ford Field - Tax Parcel No. 48-001-04-0718-020 
or NVA #15), to the NW corner of this Tax Parcel, then east to the NE corner of this Tax Parcel, 
then south to where the boundary intersects with the NW corner of the adjoining parcel to the 
east (Tax Parcel No. 48-001-04-0718-016 or NVA #15A).  The boundary continues east to 
follow the north parcel line of this Tax Parcel to the NE corner of this Tax Parcel, then south 
along the Griswold Street westerly right-of-way to the SE corner of this Tax Parcel, then west to 
the SW corner of this Tax Parcel, which is also the NE corner of 355 E. Main. At the NE corner 
of 355 E. Main, the boundary turns south along the eastern lot line of 355 E. Main until it 
intersects the NW corner of 371 E Main, where it turns east and follows the northern boundary of 
371 E. Main. At the NE corner of 371 E Main, the boundary extends E across Griswold Street 
until it reaches the W lot line of NVA #14. From this pt, the boundary follows the W, N, and E 
lot lines of NVA #14 and continues along the W and S lot lines of NVA #13 until it reaches the 
SW corner of NVA #13. Th, the boundary extends SW across E Main until it reaches the NE 
corner of 430 E Main. Th, the boundary turns S and E to follow the lot lines of 430 E Main, 459 
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E Cady, and crosses E Cady to follow the E, S, and W lot lines of 456 E Cady, th turns west 
along the S lot line of NVA #7 and 350 E Cady. The boundary continues in a westerly direction 
along the S lot lines of the properties that front on E and W Cady Streets, crossing the roadways 
at Griswold, S Center, S Wing, and First Streets before terminating at the southwest corner of 
521 W Cady Street. At the SW corner of 521 W Cady, the boundary turns N along the W lot line 
to the NE corner of the lot and then angles SW across S Rogers to the SE corner of 208 S 
Rogers. Th, the boundary continues W along the S lot line to the SW corner of the property. 
Here, the boundary turns N, following the rear lot lines from 208 to 102 S Rogers, crossing W 
Main, and continues along 101 to 231 N Rogers before crossing Dubuar. At this pt, the boundary 
continues across Dubuar to the SW corner of 333 Dubuar before continuing along the W 
boundary of 333 to 365 W Dubuar. At the NW corner of 365 W Dubuar, the boundary turns E, 
following the N lot line before crossing N Rogers to 368 N Rogers. The boundary continues E 
and N along the lot lines of 368 N Rogers, 531 Linden Ct, 537 and 545 Randolph, before 
crossing Randolph to the S corner of 572 Randolph. Th, the boundary continues NW and NE 
along the S and W lot lines of 572 and 588 Randolph before returning to the pt of the origin.  


2.2 Boundary Justification  


The Northville Historic District boundary is outlined in the city code, delineated to include all 
the contributing resources listed in the 1972 local historic district study committee report, which 
coincides with the National Register Historic district boundary.1 
 
2.3 Resource Count and Percentage 


Contributing  Non-contributing  
 
248 


  
157 


 
Buildings 


2  15 Sites 
1  2 Structures 
0  0 Objects 
251  174 Total 


 
A total of 425 resources are located within the Northville Historic District.  
 
Of these, 251 (60 percent) are contributing resources. The contributing properties include 248 
buildings, including both residential and commercial properties. Several of the commercial 
buildings in the downtown area include multiple storefronts with different addresses. For the 
purposes of this report, these addresses have been counted as one building. For example, the 
Masonic Block carries the addresses 102, 104, and 106 East Main Street and 113 South Center 
Street but are counted as one building. One contributing resource, the Oakwood Cemetery, is 


 
1 Northville Historic District Study Committee, Northville Historic District, Out of Northville’s Past… Part of 
Northville’s Future, (Northville, Michigan: City of Northville, 1972). 
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classified as a site, and another contributing resource, Ford Field, is also classified as a site. The 
historic dam at NVA #14 Griswold Street is a contributing structure. 
 
Of the 174 (40 percent) non-contributing resources, 157 are buildings, including both residential 
and commercial properties. Fifteen non-contributing resources are sites, including ten parking 
lots, which are located primarily along East Cady Street, one park, and four vacant lots. The two 
non-contributing structures are contemporary parking garages. 
 


2.4 Period of Significance Justification 


The period of significance for the Northville Historic District is circa 1830 to 1968. The earliest 
extant contributing buildings in the historic district were constructed between circa 1830 and 
1840. Known examples of resources with early dates of construction include 502 West Main 
Street, 521 West Cady Street, and 239 High Street.2 The period of significance ends in 1968, 
following the National Park Service’s guideline that the historic period ending within fifty years 
of the listing date.3 The guideline provides an opportunity to assure that decisions of significance 
are based on history rather than a trend or popular movement. The selection of the fifty-year end 
to the period of significance in the Northville Historic District ensures that the contributing 
resources can demonstrate in one of the areas identified as important areas of contextual 
development. These areas include commerce, education, funerary, government, healthcare, 
industry, religion, social, recreation, entertainment, and architecture.  


  


 
2 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
3 Linda F. McClelland, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form. 
(Washington, D.C.: National Park Service) 1991, 42. 







 
Figure 2-1. Local Historic District Boundary:  Northville Historic District, Northville, Wayne County, Michigan 







 


Figure 2-2. Local Historic District Boundary:  Northville Historic District, Northville, Wayne County, Michigan 
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3.0 DISTRICT HISTORIC CONTEXTS/HISTORY 


3.1 Historic Overview 


Information on non-native settlement of the Northville area was based on land surveys that could 
provide data for the government to sell parcels. Survey of southern Michigan began in 1815.4 
The present-day boundaries of Wayne County were drawn in 1822; township boundaries were 
drawn in 1827. 5 Northville is in the northwestern-most township, historically part of Plymouth 
Township, 1 South, Range 8 East.6 


The earliest non-Native settlers to northwest Wayne County began arriving in the mid-1820s.7 
Between 1824 and 1827, the initial settlements of the region were established, and would 
ultimately become the communities of Northville, Plymouth, Canton, Wayne, Belleville, and 
Romulus.8 The majority of initial Northville-area settlers came from four counties in western 
New York: Ontario, Seneca, Livingston, and Wayne.9 The former New Yorkers made their way 
to Northville via the newly-opened Erie Canal (1825).10 The first land patents were filed for 
property in the Northville area in 1823 and 1824, in advance of the settlers arrival the following 
year.11 Additional land patents were filed throughout the remainder of the decade and settling 
families continued to homestead in the area.  


Two of the early land patents that comprise much of the historic district were made in 1825 to 
Alvah and Lavina Smith and Alanson Aldrich, all of Wayne County, New York.12 Aldrich was 
granted eighty acres in the west half of the northwest quarter of Section 3, extending north from 
present-day West Main Street and land west of Linden Street. The Smith’s land was east of 
Aldrich and was comprised of 160-acres roughly bound by Baseline Road to the north, Griswold 
Road to the east, Main Street on the South, and Linden Street on the west.13 The Smiths never 
lived in Michigan, instead deeding their holdings to John and Betsy Miller.14 


 
4 Jack Hoffman, Northville – The first 100 Years, (Northville: Jack W. Hoffman, 1976), vi. 
5 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, vi. 
6 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, vi. 
7 William Lowery, National Register of Historic Places Inventory – Nomination Form: Northville Historic District, 
(original on file, Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, Lansing, 1972), 3. 
8 Barbara G. Louie. The Making of America Series, Northville, Michigan. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2001), 20. 
9 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 1. 
10 Barbara G. Louie and Diane Rockall, Step by Step Through Northville, Four Walking Tours, (Northville: 
Northville Historical Society, 1989), 3. 
11 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 1-2. 
12 Jacqueline C. Daniel, “417 W Dunlap- The Land.” 417 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
13 Jacqueline C. Daniel, “417 W Dunlap- The Land.” 417 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
14 Jacqueline C. Daniel, “417 W Dunlap- The Land.” 417 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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Sometime between 1827 and 1828, the Millers established a grist mill, eventually known as 
Northville Mills, located near at Griswold Street on the River Rouge, near the present site of Mill 
Race Village.15 The mill was reputedly the first in Plymouth Township and “third in the 
territory” (presumably western Wayne County).16 Being one of the few operating mills in the 
region, it served patrons from across the area and ultimately resulted in shops catering to area 
farmers opening in the same area. The first shop to open was a general store, owned by brothers 
J. M. and Samuel Mead, erected in 1831.17 Settlement in the area around the mill increased 
during the early 1830s, with newcomers arriving daily. Around 1831, a meeting was held in 
Meads’ store where citizens agreed “Northville” was the appropriate name for the post office, as 
it was the northernmost of three settlements in Plymouth Township at the time (the other two 
were Plymouth and the no longer extant Waterford).18 


One of the pioneering families who contributed greatly to the development of Northville was that 
of Captain William Dunlap and his wife Sarah, who migrated to Michigan from New York in 
1831.19 John and Betsey Miller sold 147.3 acres of their land, including the grist mill, to the 
Dunlaps in May 1831.20 The following year William Dunlap began platting the village and 
selling lots.21 The official town plat was recorded on 29 July 1840, with both William Dunlap 
and D. L. (Daniel) Cady indicated as the grantors.22 Two east-west streets were named for the 
men and their families, who were the “village proprietors.”23 


By 1838, Northville had grown to a population of 250 with a relatively diverse economy.24 
Industry established on the River Rouge included flour and saw mills, a furnace, a chair factory, 
and a “cloth dressing establishment.”25  


There were no prominent Native American trails through the Northville area for settlers to 
utilize.26 The nearest major trails followed the path of present-day Grand River Avenue, 


 
15 Laura Smyth Hixson, Early Northville, (Northville: Northville Historical Society, 1982); Hoffman, The first 100 
Years, 7. 
16 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 8. 
17 “Adventurous Pioneering Years Recalled by Northville Settler,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 3-C. 
18 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 26. 
19 Hixson, Early Northville. 
20 Jacqueline C. Daniel, “417 W Dunlap- The Land.” 417 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA; Laura Smyth Hixson, Early 
Northville, (Northville: Northville Historical Society, 1982). 
21 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 7. 
22 Village of Northville, Wayne County, Michigan, accessed 25 May 2018, 
http://w1.lara.state.mi.us/platmaps/dt_image.asp?BCC _SUBINDEX=7987.  
23 William Lowery, National Register of Historic Places Inventory – Nomination Form: Northville Historic District, 
(original on file, Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, Lansing, 1972), 3. 
24 Lowery, Northville Historic District, 3. 
25 Lowery, Northville Historic District, 3. 
26 Jack Hoffman, Northville – The first 100 Years, (Northville: Jack W. Hoffman, 1976), iv. 



http://w1.lara.state.mi.us/platmaps/dt_image.asp?BCC_SUBINDEX=7987
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extending from Detroit to Grand Rapids. It eventually became the Detroit-Howell Plank Road 
and the Pontiac Trail, between Pontiac and Ann Arbor.27 


One of the first transportation routes to reach Northville was a stage coach line. Michigan’s first 
stage line, established in 1838, extended from Howell to Detroit along Grand River Road, 
including a stop in Northville.28 During the 1850s and 1860s, the stage had stops at the Ambler 
Hotel, located at the southwest corner of Main and Center Streets (not extant).29 In 1869 a 
second stage coach line was added, servicing Plymouth, Wayne, and Northville.30 The arrival of 
the railroad in 1871 rendered the stage lines obsolete.31  


One of the early principle industries of Northville was lumbering. James A. Dubuar established 
mills near Griswold and Main Street.32 The cleared land provided for farming and other 
developments. Another Northville pioneer, Lewis H. Hutton, came to the village in 1854.33 He 
opened a wagon shop and eventually acquired and operated Northville Mills.34 Both men have 
streets named for them in the community. 


By the mid-1860s, the Village of Northville had reached a population of six-hundred, with thirty-
five hundred residents in the Plymouth Township.35 At the time, Northville boasted two 
door/window manufacturers, two flour mills, one saw mill, two foundries, five stores, and one 
hotel. Northville was incorporated as a village on March 13, 1867, occupying all of Section 3 of 
Plymouth Township.36 


Railroad service arrived in Northville in May 1871 when the Holly, Wayne & Monroe Railroad 
completed their tracks to the community.37  The following January the company, which was 
originally formed in 1865, merged with the Flint and Pere Marquette Railway.38 The rail line 
was located east of downtown, parallel to the River Rouge and industrial district. The Flint and 
Pere Marquette eventually became the Grand Trunk Railway, which continued to provide rail 


 
27 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, iv 
28 Louie. Northville, 130. 
29 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “Southwest Corner | MainCentre Apts. | 150 MainCentre,” email to 
Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
30 Louie. Northville, 130. 
31 Louie. Northville, 138. 
32 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 58. 
33 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March 2018. 
34 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March 2018 
35 Charles F. Clark, compiler, Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1863-64, (Detroit: Charles F. 
Clark, 1863), 425. 
36 “Sarah Ann Cochrane,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-C; Farmer, Detroit and Wayne County. Vol. II, 
1350. 
37 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 106. 
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passenger service to Northville into the 1950s.39 By the late 1960s the line was part of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway/Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.40 As of 2017, the railroad in 
Northville operates as a Class I Railroad for CSX Transportation.41 


The arrival of the railroad made the village more accessible, transporting travelers and goods to 
and from surrounding markets. The presence of the railroad also spurred settlement, with 
population of the village by the mid-1870s reaching seven-hundred, up one-hundred people from 
a decade earlier.42  The small town still included some industry, but largely served as a 
commercial center for farmers in the surrounding township.43 One of the major employers 
established during this time was the Michigan School Furniture Company, later known as the 
Globe Furniture Company, which earned a reputation as a leader in the furniture industry.44 In 
addition to the furniture factory, the 1875 state gazetteer reports that the community included 
two saw mills, two flour mills, and “a goodly proportion of stores, mechanics, etc.”45  


In 1874, fish breeder Nelson Clark left Clarkston, Michigan, which had been named in his honor, 
for Northville.46 One account suggests he moved to Northville to take advantage of the spring 
water, which had become unavailable in his home-town.47 Using a leased water supply from the 
springs north of the village, and the excess water from a mill pond, he established a breeding 
facility for salmon, trout, and whitefish. Nelson Clark died in 1876, and his son, Frank, assumed 
control of the endeavor.48  Under Frank’s direction, in 1880, the United States government 
purchased the facility making it the first federal fish hatchery.49 Frank Clark’s house is in the 
historic district at 218 West Dunlap. The hatchery closed in the mid-1930s and has subsequently 
become Fish Hatchery Park, located south of Seven Mile Road, well outside the historic 
district.50 


Northville village was reincorporated on February 23, 1881.51 In the late nineteenth century, 
industry and manufacturing steadily increased, peaking in the 1890s.52 Consequently, the village 
population just about doubled between 1870 and 1890, resulting in a major building boom, 
particularly in the downtown.53 Some of these late-nineteenth century downtown commercial 


 
39 Louie. Northville, 140. 
40 Advertisement. “Northville’s Partner in Progress since 1872” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 24-C. 
41 Michigan Department of Transportation, “Michigan’s Railroad System,” last updated March 2017, accessed May 
24, 2018, https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MI_Rail_Map_553909_7.pdf. 
42 R. L. Polk, Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1875, (Detroit: R. L. Polk & Co., 1875), 591. 
43 Lowery, Northville Historic District, 3. 
44 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 169. 
45 R. L. Polk, Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1875, (Detroit: R. L. Polk & Co., 1875), 591. 
46 Louie. Northville, 86. 
47 Study Committee, Northville Historic District; Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 26. 
48 Louie. Northville, 86. 
49 Louie. Northville, 86. 
50 Louie. Northville, 86. 
51 “Northville’s Just a Fraction of its Original Township 1827 Size,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-D. 
52 Fecht, Northville, 45. 
53 Louie. Northville, 32. 
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blocks constructed during this period are extant today, including the Union Block, Masonic 
Block, Beal Block, and Coonley Block. In 1890, the Village of Northville had a population of 
1,573.54 Three years later, the Northville Record carried out an informal census that revealed the 
local population had grown to 1,721 persons who occupied 434 residences (there was one vacant 
house); twenty-three of which were multi-family dwellings.55  


In the late nineteenth century, Northville gained technological advances in the areas of 
communication, power, utilities, and transportation that brought the community into the modern 
era. The first telephone was installed in Northville in 1882, with a booth in the store of B. A. 
Webster.56 The Bell Telephone Company installed the public phone, but it would be over a 
decade later, in 1897, that telephone lines for business and personal use were available. Among 
the first businesses to subscribe was Holmes, Dancer & Company at 120 East Main Street.57 


In November 1889, the first electric lights were installed in the city with thirty street lights 
illuminating the downtown. The system was owned and operated by the Globe Furniture 
Company. The town returned into darkness a decade later when the Globe factory suffered a 
destructive fire. The village took over the system the following year, erecting a municipal plant 
at Beal Avenue and the River Rouge, circa 1900.58 In 1914, the Detroit Edison Company leased 
the municipal power plant, purchasing it outright a few years later.59 The company erected its 
own building in Northville at 200-202 North Center Street in 1929. 


Among the numerous assets in Northville are the abundance of high-quality fresh water springs. 
In the late nineteenth century, springs located east of the village were capitalized to provide 
water for the City of Detroit; water from these same springs was later bottled and sold by the 
Silver Springs Water Company.60 In 1891-92 Northville residents gained easier access to their 
water when a water system was installed under the leadership of village presidents M. A. Porter 
and W. H. Yerkes.61  


In the late nineteenth century, the interurban electric railway came to Northville advancing 
transportation of people and goods, as milk and eggs.62 In September 1898, the Detroit, 
Plymouth & Northville Electric Railway Company was formed, (later known as Detroit and 
Northwestern Railway Co.), which completed the line connecting those cities in November the 
following year.63  In 1901 the Detroit United Railway (DUR) acquired all of the independent 


 
54 “96’ Census: 435 homes.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 16-C.  
55 “96’ Census: 435 homes.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 16-C.  
56 “Frank Harmon Writes History for Northville’s 100th Birthday,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 13-C.  
57 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
58 “Northville’s’ Just a Fraction of its Original Township 1827 Size,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-D.  
59 “Frank Harmon Writes History for Northville’s 100th Birthday,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 13-C.  
60 “Frank Harmon Writes History for Northville’s 100th Birthday,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 13-C.  
61 “Frank Harmon Writes History for Northville’s 100th Birthday,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 13-C.  
62 Louie. Northville, 141. 
63 Louie. Northville, 141. 
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interurban lines in the Detroit area, with the Northville line becoming a branch of the DUR.64  
The Northville DUR depot was located one block east of the business district, at the northeast 
corner of Griswold and Main Streets.65 Northville was located on the north-south course of the 
line. From Northville, the line continued north along Eight Mile Road and on to the City of 
Farmington. South of Northville, the line followed South Main Street to Plymouth.  


Another major change to the region came in 1897, when Plymouth Township was divided. The 
south portion of the original township retained the name Plymouth, while the north section took 
on the name of their largest community, Northville Township.66 The decision to split was the 
result of a public vote prompted by the desire for greater convenience to access polling places by 
residents in the north half of the township outside of Northville village.67 


In the 1920s new industries entered the village and surrounding township, increasing and further 
diversifying employment of area residents. By 1921, Northville had reached a population of 
1,835, an increase of about three-hundred from the 1890 census.68 The village was noted as 
having “absolute cleanliness and prosperity,” with maple and chestnut tree-lined paved sidewalks 
and “substantial business buildings and fine residences.”69 The 1921-22 Michigan State 
Gazetteer and Business listed numerous business, including foundries, furniture factories, 
dairies, healthcare, and automobiles parts. Some of the most significant are highlighted below. 


The former Dunbaur Manufacturing facility at Griswold and Main Street was purchased by 
Henry Ford in 1919.70 Ford had the building converted to what he called a “village industry,” a 
de-centralized component factory in a rural area to support the facilities of the Ford Motor 
Company. The factory-made motor valves for Ford automobiles and tractors. It employed a staff 
of three- to four-hundred and the factory has been credited with being one of the reasons the 
village population increased during the 1920s.71  Northville city directories from the 1930s and 
1940s reveal that many of the community residents were employed in the Ford facility.  


In addition to the Ford plant, the Northville area increased population in the 1920s due to the 
construction of health and education institutions erected on the outskirts of the village. A large 
healthcare center, the Maybury Sanatorium, was erected east of the village 1919-1922.72 The 
sanatorium was established by the City of Detroit Board of Health to treat tuberculous patients. 
William H. Maybury was appointed by Detroit Mayor James Couzens to oversee sanatorium 


 
64 Louie. Northville, 141. 
65 Photograph. “Our Depot,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 7-C. 
66 Lowery, Northville Historic District, 3. 
67 Shari Peters, editor, Northville Township from the Beginning, a Journey Recalled… (Specialty Communications, 
Inc., 1998), 8. 
68 R. L. Polk, Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory 1921-22 (Detroit: R. L. Polk & Co., 1921), 1296. 
69 Polk, State Gazetteer 1921, 1296. 
70 Hixson, Early Northville. 
71 “Frank Harmon Writes History for Northville’s 100th Birthday,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 12-C.  
72 “Maybury Succumbs,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-C. 
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construction and in 1926 the board elected to name the facility for its first director.73 Northville 
city directories revealed that many community residents worked at the sanatorium, several of 
which also resided in the historic district. As antibiotics were developed to fight the disease, the 
need for the sanitarium dwindled and the number of buildings in the complex were reduced. The 
sanitarium property became a state park in the early 1970s.74 Another second sanatorium was 
located in-town, Eastlawn Sanatorium, a private tuberculosis center, owned by Dr. A. B. 
Wickham operated between 1924 and 1976.75 Eastlawn Sanitorium, was located at 409 High 
Street, north of the historic district boundary, and is no longer extant.76Another 1920s institution 
that employed many Northville residents was the Wayne County Training School. The school 
complex was erected in 1926, on property located between Plymouth and Northville.77 The 
school, which was established as a center for special education, remained in operation until 
1974.78 


Elements of the downtown landscape changed in the mid-1920s. In April 1925 a fire destroyed 
much of the north side of East Main Street.79 Buildings erected in the years following the fire 
include the Penniman and Allen (P&A) Theatre (1926), today known as the Marquis Theatre, 
and the Brader Building (1928), at 141 East Main.80 In addition to the loss of the downtown 
buildings, in 1927, the interurban line was discontinued.81 The tracks themselves were not 
removed until 1936 when Main Street was widened. Replacing the interurban were buses that ran 
between Detroit and Northville. Buses were initially furnished by a Detroit company in 1925, 
becoming the Northville Coach Line in 1938.82 The private bus line, which had its offices on 
Seven Mile outside the historic district, closed in 1967 after the Michigan legislature approved a 
regional transit system.83 


During World War II, Detroit, and arguably Michigan as a whole, was dubbed the “Arsenal of 
Democracy” by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.84 Thousands of people flocked to Michigan’s 
industrial centers, where employment was readily available. During this time, city directories 
indicate that a commuting suburban culture was established in Northville. A review of the 1943 
city directory revealed that many residents worked at, or rented rooms to workers of, the Willow 


 
73 “Maybury Succumbs,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-C. 
74 Peters, Northville, 43. 
75 Fecht, Northville, 98. 
76 “Eastlawn Convalescent Home.” Northville Record, July 17, 1989, 19-E; Sanborn 1942:3.   
77 Louie. Northville, 62. 
78 Louie. Northville, 58. 
79 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135- 139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
80 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135- 139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
81 “Interurban System Discontinued Here,” Northville Record, July 17, 1989, 10-C.  
82 Fecht, Northville, 69. 
83 Fecht, Northville, 69; “A Glimpse at Our Businesses,” Northville Record, July 17, 1989, 23-E; 
84 Detroit Historical Society, “Arsenal of Democracy,” Encyclopedia of Detroit, accessed May 24, 2018, 
https://detroithistorical.org/learn/encyclopedia-of-detroit/arsenal-democracy.  







 


3-8 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


Run Bomber Plant in Ypsilanti, fifteen miles southwest of Northville. It was also in the early 
1940s that an increased number of Northville residents indicated they were employed in nearby 
cities, such as Dearborn, Pontiac, and Detroit. The trend of residents living in Northville, but 
working elsewhere, increased in the post-war years. 


One of Northville’s most well-known institutions, the horse racing track known as Northville 
Downs, was established south of the Northville city center in 1944.85 Planning for the Downs 
began at the turn of the century, after failure to establish a golf course on the property at South 
Center Street and Seven Mile Road. A group of local businessmen raised funds to purchase the 
property and establish a race track. From this site, the Northville Fair was organized; which 
expanded annually, attracting thousands of visitors for the six-day summer event. By the early 
1920s a grandstand was erected with a capacity of more than three-thousand people. During this 
time, the Northville Driving Club, owners of the fairgrounds who had offices in the downtown 
building known as the Union Block circa 1958-1970, embarked on pari-mutuel wagering and 
night racing. One of the major backers of this endeavor was local physician Dr. Linwood Snow, 
who resided at 502 West Main Street.86 In the 1930s and 1940s, Dr. Snow, served as the 
manager of the Michigan State Fair and traveled the state’s county fairs as part of his position.87  
During his visits to the Ionia County Fair, Snow was impressed by the harness racing events. In 
1940 he left his position with the State Fair to assume the presidency of the Northville Driving 
Club and management of the Northville Fair. The local fair’s continued development was slowed 
by World War II, but in 1944, the Driving Club approached a group of Buffalo, New York, 
businessmen who innovated the use of electric lights to enable night-racing. 88 The Northville 
Downs track opened in fall of 1944.89 Racing soared in popularity, with an average handle of 
$100,000 a night.90 The Downs expanded in 1958 with construction of additional barns and a 
modernized grandstand in the 1960s, which increased occupation to 5,000.91 Ground was broken 
on a new clubhouse in 1969. In the early 1970s, Northville Downs was further expanded and 
remodeled, completing the tri-level clubhouse facility and a winterized grandstand.92 Many of 
the residences along East Cady Street in the historic district, adjacent to the Downs, were razed 
to provide additional parking for spectators.93  


Following World War II and into the 1970s suburbanization of rural Wayne County changed the 
landscape surrounding the village.94 Changes within Northville proper continued as well, with 


 
85 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 5-E. 
86  Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 194; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
87 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 5-E. 
88 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 6-E. 
89 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 6-E. 
90 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 6-E. 
91 “Private Golf Course Once Stood on Northville Racetrack Site.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 27-E. 
92 Northville Community Chamber of Commerce, A Blueprint for Progress, (Northville: Northville Community 
Chamber of Commerce, 1970), 1. 
93 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
94 Lowery, Northville Historic District, 3. 
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the community incorporating as a city in 1955.95 The original boundaries of incorporation were 
the historic village limits; however, subsequent changes included annexation of parts of Novi 
Township to form the present 2.2 square-mile boundary that crosses the border between Wayne 
and Oakland Counties.96 City population grew from 3,297 in 1950 to 3,865 in 196097 Northville 
Township experienced an even greater population increase, from 4,184 in 1950 to 7,584 in 
1960.98 In 1967 the city and township launched a unification study to make the city and township 
one unit of government, but ultimately unification never happened.99 


The number of new residents in Northville is illustrated by the development of a new 
organization in 1960, the Newcomers’ Club. It provided a way for new residents to meet each 
other.100 To be eligible for the club, members were required to be Northville residents for less 
than five years. By 1969 the club has grown to 175 couples. The club even published a book, 
called Things to Do and Places to See in Northville.101 


Unsurprisingly, by 1969 the City of Northville’s population reached 5,500 and the Township’s 
was 8,500; with a projection to reach a combined population of 25,000 by 1980.102 The 
Northville Chamber of Commerce indicated in 1970 that  


new subdivisions and apartment developments are rapidly changing the area 
landscape. But to the credit of both city and township planners, development is 
balanced.103  


As the population of the community continued to expand, issues like parking became more 
prevalent. As early as 1958, the city began acquiring properties to demolish for additional 
parking in the downtown.104 The first group of buildings to be demolished were commercial and 
residential buildings in the block bound by West Main, North Center, Wing and West Dunlap 
Streets.105 Other buildings followed over the next decade, including nearly all of the buildings on 
the south side of East Dunlap Street.106 It was not until 1974 that the issue of demolitions was 
addressed by those who were interested in protecting the character defining features of the 
community. Through the establishment of the local historic district ordinance and a large local 


 
95 Chamber of Commerce, A Blueprint for Progress, 4. 
96 Louie. Northville, 21. 
97 “New City Hall Replaces Lapham Home,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 11-D.  
98 “New City Hall Replaces Lapham Home,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 11-D.  
99 “New City Hall Replaces Lapham Home,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 11-D.  
100 “Newcomers’ Club.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 13-F. 
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historic district, Northville became one of the first Michigan communities to use preservation as 
a means to protect their city.107 


In 1978, Northville undertook a major project to beautify Main Street, known as Mainstreet 
‘78.108 The four-year project used state-approved increased tax revenues to finance $1.6 million 
in improvements to the downtown. According to one local historian, the downtown went from 
the appearance of “a typical Midwestern town” to “a showplace of Victorian décor.” 109 The 
improvements to streetscape and infrastructure were completed on May 26, 1982, and are 
credited with spurring private investment in the downtown; competing with local malls and 
shopping centers.110 Among the improvements were brick sidewalks and the free-standing clock 
placed in the boulevard of East Main Street across from the Marquis Theatre.111  


In the twenty-first century, Northville continues to pride itself on its “small town atmosphere.”112 
The city website notes the community’s diverse housing stock, business options, the walkable 
downtown, award-winning school district, and other amenities. As of 2018 the city population 
was similar to its mid-twentieth century levels, with approximately 6,000 city residents.113 
Northville Township, has an estimated population of 28,724.114 


3.2 Commerce 


The historic commercial core of downtown Northville is concentrated in the 100 blocks of East 
and West Main Streets, and the 100 and 200 blocks of North and South Center Streets. These 
buildings have housed long-term businesses important to the commercial development of 
Northville. Among them has been: general stores, dry goods stores, clothing/department stores, 
hardware stores, banks, jewelers, barber shops and professional offices.  


Northville’s commercial history begins after the establishment of the lumber and grist mills on 
the River Rouge, enabling area farmers to take advantage of merchant opportunities while 
dealing with their milling business.115 For the first half of the nineteenth century, buildings in the 
commercial center were generally wood-framed buildings of modest ornament. Historical photos 
reveal these buildings were typically front-gable with modest Greek Revival-style elements or 
had a false front façade. In the years following the Civil War, the wood frame commercial 
buildings were gradually replaced by brick or brick-veneered buildings. This pattern of 


 
107 Northville Historic District Study Committee, Northville Historic District, Out of Northville’s Past… Part of 
Northville’s Future, (Northville, Michigan: City of Northville, 1972). 
108 Louie. Northville, 33. 
109 Louie. Northville, 33. 
110 Fecht, Northville, 112. 
111 Fecht, Northville, 123. 
112 “Overview,” City of Northville, accessed May 24, 2018, 
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/Community/CommunityOverview.asp. 
113 “Overview,” City of Northville, accessed May 24, 2018, 
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/Community/CommunityOverview.asp. 
114 United States Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, “Northville Township, Wayne County, Michigan,” accessed 
May 29, 2018, https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. 
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development continued into the early twentieth century, with the majority of wood-framed 
buildings removed by the early 1920s.116 The last extant wood-framed commercial building was 
located at 144 East Main Street. The circa 1850 building was deconstructed in 2006 and 
reconstructed in the Mill Race Historical Village, Northville’s open-air history museum.117 


The earliest date attributed to extant commercial buildings in the historic district is in the 1880s. 
Typically, the two and three-story commercial buildings housed commercial retail space on the 
first story, with professional offices, apartments, and social halls on the upper stories. Although 
businesses have changed many times over the years, this special relationship which mixes 
functions within a single building has been retained.  


One of the most prominently located commercial buildings in downtown Northville was erected 
in 1880 at the southeast corner of East Main and South Center Streets, 102-106 East Main. The 
first story of the building, divided into three storefronts at 102 and 104 East Main Street, and 105 
South Center Street, was erected by grocer Barton A. Wheeler.118 Wheeler, a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, entered an agreement with the organization for them to own the building’s 
second story for their lodge at 106 East Main Street. The Masons continue to occupy the upper 
story; however, the first-story tenants have changed many times.  


Wheeler’s grocery store was in the northwest corner of the building, in the space today identified 
as 102 East Main Street. When the first telephone service was installed in Northville, in 1883, 
the switchboard was also housed in the grocery store.119 In the early 1890s, part of Wheeler’s 
store space was reallocated to house a drug store.120 The drug store arm of the business was 
under ownership of A. M. Wheeler (presumably a relative of Barton Wheeler). Mr. A. M. 
Wheeler passed the business to his daughter, Elizabeth Wheeler Blackburn.121 She was followed 
in ownership by A. E. Stanley and pharmacist C. R. Horton in the 1930s. At that point, the entire 
storefront of 102 East Main was occupied by the drug store; a change that likely occurred upon 
Barton Wheeler’s retirement circa 1922.122  


Mr. Horton passed the store on to his daughter, Cara Horton, who sold the business to Myron C. 
Gunsell on May 11, 1934.123 By 1951, the store required additional space to accommodate the 
merchandise and Gunsell removed the soda fountain area.124 In 1964, Gunsell sold the store to 
his son-in-law, R. Douglas Lorenz, who in 1969, renamed the it to Lorenz Rexall.125 In 1981, the 
pharmacy department of the business closed; transferring the prescription files to Northville 
Pharmacy, located at 134 East Main.126 In place of the pharmacy, Mr. Lorenz, and his wife, 


 
116 Fecht, Northville, 88. 
117 Fecht, Northville, 118. 
118 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
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121 “Northville Drug Stores.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 24-E. 
122 “B. A. Wheeler Dies at Home on Thursday.” 1932 Newspaper Clipping, Find-A-Grave, accessed May 16, 2018, 
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123 “Northville Drug Stores.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 24-E. 
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Marilyn, opened Williamsburg Inspirations, selling American colonial-inspired gifts.127 They 
remained in business until the mid-1990s, when Bon Loot opened in the space.128  


On the opposite side of the wall from Wheeler’s store, 104 East Main housed a furniture store in 
the 1890s.129 In the early twentieth century the store housed a bakery, which it remained through 
1914, followed by a drug store in the 1920s—possibly an expansion of the store at 102 East 
Main.130 By 1931 the Royal Ann Café occupied the space.131 The café gave way to Joseph 
Revitzer’s shoe repair shop in April 1936.132 Revitzer, a Hungarian-born cobbler, opened his first 
Northville store in 1923 locating in various non-extant buildings before coming to 104 East 
Main. Revitzer continued at the location, changing the name of the business by 1960 to 
Northville Shoe Service.133 In 1971, Revitzer sold the business to Andrew Peccoli.134 At the time 
of his retirement, Revitzer had been in business forty-seven years and was lauded as having the 
longest lasting business that remained in continuous service.”135 Peccoli changed the business 
name to Cobbler’s Corner, which continues in business in 2018; owned by the second generation 
of the family.136  


Another long-time local business presence in Northville was the furniture store/funeral parlor 
located at 109-111 North Center Street. The two-story, two-storefront commercial block was 
erected in 1888 for the Sands & Porter Furniture and Undertaking business owned by John Sands 
and M. A. Porter. 137 Mr. Sands had been in business since 1854 and was joined by Mr. Porter in 
1884.138 In addition to undertaking services and furniture building, Sands and Porter sold 
bicycles for the Overman Wheel Company, which made the popular Victor Bicycle, and the 
Wheel Works of Chicago, who made Celebrated Bicycles. It was a lucrative side business, as 
Northville had an active “wheelman’s club” (that also accepted women) at the time.139 


In 1907, Nelson C. Schrader, Sr. and his brother, Fred Schrader, purchased the furniture and 
undertaking business; then located in the 109 North Center half of the building.140 The brothers 
had operated a furniture and undertaking business in nearby Plymouth since 1904. With the 
addition of the second location, the brothers divided duties, with Nelson operating the Northville 
business while Frederick managed the Plymouth location. The furniture store occupied the 
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137 Eagle, Suburban Village, 24. 
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second story of both 109 and 111 North Center, while the funeral business was on the first story 
of 109 North Center. 141 


The brothers remained partners until 1925, continuing to operate their businesses in their 
respective towns. Nelson Schrader expanded the furniture store to occupy both storefronts of 109 
and 111 North Center building. The funeral arm of the business moved next-door to 113 N 
Center Street in 1926.142 In 1927, Nelson Schrader expanded the family’s real estate holdings by 
erecting another commercial building at 107 North Center Street, adjacent to 109 North 
Center.143 


Nelson Schrader Sr., died in 1936.144 Following his death, his son, Nelson Schrader, Jr. assumed 
management of the family business. By the 1940s the furniture store once again expanded to 
occupy both 109 and 111 North Center, while the funeral business occupied the adjacent 
building, 119 North Center (originally 113 North Center). In 1943 the Schraders moved their 
funeral home to a former residence at 404 West Main Street, where it remained until being 
purchased by another funeral business in 1953.145 The former funeral parlor space on North 
Center Street became part of the furniture store. 


 By the mid-1950s the original 109-111 and 113 North Center had all been remodeled; including 
with an updated mid-century storefront, awning with mounted lettering, replacement windows, 
and the cornice removal.146  


In 1965 the Schraders established “Carpet Land,” at 121 North Center, the fourth consecutive 
storefront owned by the family.147 The Schrader Furniture store, and presumably their other 
business endeavors, continued for three generations in Northville before closing entirely on 
March 30, 1988.148 


Other commercial developments of the late nineteenth century include prominent commercial 
blocks with multiple storefronts. The large commercial building, at 126-134 East Main Street, 
was referred to in advertisements as the Beal Block.149 The building contains three storefronts 
and was erected circa 1889.150  


Among the earliest known occupants of the Beal Block was Teichner & Co.151 The large firm 
was carried dry goods, men’s clothing, carpeting, groceries, and produce.152 The grocery arm of 
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the business was located at 126 East Main, while the dry goods section was placed in the center 
of the building at 128-130 East Main.153 


The storefront at 134 East Main, the northeast corner of the building, housed a drug store for a 
century. The first known druggist to locate in this space was C. R. Stevens, in the 1890s.154 In 
addition to the pharmacy, the store carried, “…perfumery, toilet articles, and kindred lines not 
excelled in the state.”155 City directories from the 1930s through the 1970s list the pharmacy as 
Northville Drug Company.156 Owners of the business in the early twentieth century included Al 
Potts and Leo Mainville.157 In 1959, Mr. Mainville expanded the drug store with a modern 
addition to the rear of the building. 158 The addition expanded the prescription room and provided 
a modern ramp entrance; thereby providing easy access to alley parking. In the basement, 
Mainville housed Stemz Liniment Company, manufacturing a horse liniment, which Mainville 
patented in 1941 and had been marketing since 1946.159 The Northville Drug Company was sold 
in 1979 to Bill Wright, who renamed it Northville Pharmacy.160 Wright was forced to close the 
business in 1993, citing a policy change in a major Michigan insurance provider. According to 
Wright, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan enacted a plan that exclude small drug-stores, and 
therefore he could no longer compete.161  
 
The Union Block, located at 117-127 East Main, was constructed in 1893 and contains four 
storefronts and originally a second story lodge hall.162 Historically, the building appeared more 
unified, with a broad pedimented cornice extending across the entire facade.163 The pedimented 
portion of the cornice peaked over the center building storefront. Over time, the cornice was 
removed from above-each storefront as they were modernized to stand independent of each 
other.164 The building has had diverse tenants, including clothing stores, bakeries, hardware 
stores, a union hall, and a chain grocery stores. 


One of the family-owned businesses started in Northville that had a lasting impact on the 
downtown commercial district was founded by Bruno Freydl in 1894.165 Freydl was a German 
immigrant, who was trained as a tailor in his home country making his way to Northville via Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio in 1894. Freydl opened a tailor shop on the second story of 128 East Main Street, 
in the Beal Block.166 There, Fredyl fashioned hand-made suites and other garments, often with 


 
153 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 2. 
154 Eagle, Suburban Village, 20. 
155 Eagle, Suburban Village, 20. 
156 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
157 Steve Kellman, “Era will close along with store.” Northville Record, June 21, 1993, 1.  
158 “Big Difference,” Northville Record. 134 E Main, Main Street, East, 134-311 Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
159 “Stemz Liniment Company,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 17-E. 
160 Steve Kellman, “Era will close along with store.” Northville Record, June 21, 1993, 1.  
161 Steve Kellman, “Era will close along with store.” Northville Record, June 21, 1993, 1.  
162 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “123 East Main Street (Northville Gallery),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018; Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 2. 
163 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), Fran Gazlay, Photograph, Sally Bell Bakery at 123 East Main, 
1957, email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
164 Photograph. “Coming Down,” Northville Record, August 21, 1960. 
165 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
166 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 







 


3-15 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


the assistance of his sisters Mary and Emma. In 1896 Freydl married Nellie Joslin, after which 
the couple had a son, Charles, in 1898, and later a daughter, Nellie (Barry).167 After Charles was 
born, the shop was moved across the street to a building formerly at 103 East Main Street. In 
1911, Bruno added a cleaning service to the business. By then, Charles was old enough to begin 
assisting him after school. Charles took to the cleaning better than his father and that became his 
focus in the family business.168 


Circa 1920, Freydl’s store expanded with the purchase of the building at 118 East Main Street 
from William Ambler. At this time, Bruno was the manager of the men’s clothing department in 
front of the store, while Charles, and his wife, Velma, managed the cleaning department in the 
back of the building.169 A women’s clothing line was launched by Bruno’s daughter, Nellie 
Barry.  


After Bruno Freydl died in 1936, Charles retained the cleaning business, while Nellie assumed 
ownership of the men’s and women’s clothing stores.170 In 1937, Charles expanded the store 
with the acquisition of the little building next-door at 114-116 East Main, previously owned by 
Sherril Ambler.171 In 1939 Charles bought out Nellie’s men’s clothing line. Their store space 
required expansion once more, and in 1943 the Freydl purchased 112 East Main, which became 
the men’s section; and 118 East Main was the women’s section; while the cleaning division 
remained in a concrete block addition to the rear of 118 East Main.172  


In 1961, Nellie sold her women’s line to Charles and Velma.173 Velma took-over management of 
the women’s line. Charles and Velma’s two sons also joined the family business, with Charles 
Jr., managing the men’s store, and Robert owning the building.174 The Freydl family stores 
closed in 1992.175  


Circa 1913, the building at 101-103 North Center Street, was erected. The building contained 
one storefront on Center Street and two on West Main Street. When it was erected, the first story 
Center Street storefront housed a hardware store and included a lunch counter in the basement. 
The hardware store remained in the building for forty years, changing owners and names several 
times. In 1931, the store was known as Babbitt & McCarthy Hardware.176 In the early 1940s it 
was known as Neil’s Northville Hardware, Inc.177 Later, it became Northville Hardware and 
Sporting Goods, which remained on site into the early 1950s.178  


 
167 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E; Michigan Marriage Records, 
1867-1952. Ancestry.com, accessed May 16, 2018. 
168 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
169 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
170 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
171 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
172 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
173 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
174 “‘Freydl the Tailor’ arrives here in ’94,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-E. 
175 Louie. Northville, 97. 
176 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 205. 
177 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 239. 
178 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), Northville Historical Society, Photograph, North Center Street, 
circa 1940, email to Elaine Robinson, March. 







 


3-16 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


Circa 1953, the entire building housed the local newspaper, The Northville Record. The paper 
was established by Samuel Little in 1869 when it was known as the Wayne County Record.179 
The paper was housed in various not extant buildings until it moved to the Neal Building, 120 
North Center, in 1931.180 The paper remained there until circa 1953 when it outgrew the 
location. The Record’s publisher, William C. Sliger, purchased the building at 101-103 North 
Center Street circa 1956 and renovated it in 1971.181  The building remained the Record’s offices 
until 2008. By 1960, in addition to The Northville Record, the building housed the Novi News 
which continued through the 1970s.182 


Unsurprisingly, banks held a prominent place in the downtown commercial district. Two bank 
buildings are extant downtown, both constructed in the early twentieth century.  


The first bank in Northville, J. (Jared) S. Lapham & Company, was founded by Jared S. Lapham 
in 1869. 183  Lapham came to Northville in 1844 with his brother, Ambrose.184 The pair opened a 
mercantile, known as the A.S. Lapham & Co.185 When the bank was founded, J. S. Lapham was 
president and his daughter, Dr. Mary E. Lapham, was manager.186  In addition to banking and 
mercantile, Mr. Lapham was director for construction of the Holly, Wayne, and Monroe 
Railroad, securing financing for the project.187 After J. S. Lapham’s passing in 1893, his son, W. 
G. Lapham became the owner and E. H. (Ed) Lapham the cashier.188 Under their leadership, the 
Lapham State Savings Bank was formed in 1907 and a new brick building was erected at the 
northeast corner of Main and Center Streets, 101 East Main, the following year.189 The front of 
the building housed the bank, while the rear of the building, facing North Center, was occupied 
by small businesses and professional offices.  


Another bank in Northville, the Northville State Savings Bank was organized in 1892 by Louie 
A. Babbitt.190 When organized, Babbitt first worked as cashier before becoming bank president. 
In 1926 the bank erected a new building at 129-131 East Main Street.191 


Not unsurprisingly, the Great Depression impacted Northville’s banks. The Lapham State Bank 
closed June 30, 1931, and the Northville State Bank followed suit on September 15, later that 
year.192 Northville was among the first communities in Michigan to lose their long-standing 
banks going several months with no active financial institution in the community. No new plans 


 
179 “A Determined Young Sam Little Launches ‘The Record’- 1869” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 5-A. 
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to open a bank were announced until July 8, 1932, with the opening of the newly-formed 
Depositors State Bank.193 The bank came because of consolidation of the Northville State 
Savings Bank and Lapham State Bank and was filed under Lapham State Bank’s charter. 
Depositors opened in July 1932, in the old Northville State Bank building. The bank remained in 
place until November 14, 1956, when Depositors State Bank of Northville became the fourteenth 
branch of the Manufacturers National Bank of Detroit.194 


As Manufacturers National Bank, the building was expanded several times, including the 
construction of a rear addition in the 1950s, and an extensive interior remodeling completed in 
1967.195 A drive-through for the bank was constructed in 1962 at 143 East Dunlap in 1962.196 By 
1969, Manufacturers National Bank had reached sixty-eight branches.197 As of 2018, the 
building at 129-131 East Main housed a branch of Comerica Bank. 


In the 1920s, another department store came to downtown Northville. In 1924, Sam and Mary 
Brader moved to Northville and opened a clothing store on North Center Street, “immediately 
next to the old Northville Opera House.”198 Their business expanded and they erected a new 
building in 1928 at 141-145 East Main Street.199 After the move, the Braders partnered with a 
nephew, Harry Himmelsteib, who had previous experience with clothing stores in Detroit. The 
partnership remained intact until 1945 when the Braders retired and moved to Tucson, 
Arizona.200  Himmelsteib continued as sole proprietor, expanding the clothing selections in the 
women and girl’s departments, and maintaining the men’s too. A 1969 newspaper retrospective 
noted that “every student of Northville Junior High has been to Brader’s at least once to purchase 
a gym suit.”201 Himmelsteib retired in 1963, selling the business to Aaron Gellerman; who also 
had experience in Detroit retail.202 Under Gellerman’s leadership, the interior was completely 
remodeled; removing a central partition wall that separated the men’s and women’s sections. By 
1983 Brader’s store had changed to Del’s Department Store.203 


In the second quarter of the twentieth century, national chain stores began appearing in 
Northville. Circa 1935, the Atlantic & Pacific grocery, or A. & P. opened in the Union Block.204 
The store remained in the Union Block until circa 1941, when it relocated to a newly constructed 
building at 139 East Main.205 The store advertised itself as a “new modern self-serve market,” in 
contrast to the old-fashioned method of merchandise being behind a counter with attendants 
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assisting each customer.206 Similarly, the Kroger grocery store occupied 117-119 East Main from 
circa 1940 to 1951.207 A new modern super market store was erected in 1961 on the north side of 
East Dunlap, between Center and Hutton (not extant) for the chain store.208  


In the late 1940s the Northville Retail Merchants Association was formed to concentrate on 
“problems of local merchandizing.”209 The group led the formation of the Northville Community 
Chamber of Commerce in 1964, whose mission was “advancing commercial, industrial, civic 
and general interests of the Northville community.”210 Just a few years earlier, in 1961, the 
Northville Area Economic Development Corporation was formed by the Northville City Council, 
School Board, and Northville Township.211 The organization was established with the goals of 
furthering economic development to provide a better tax base for the school district.  


In the late 1960s/early 1970s shopping began to shift away from the downtown. In Michigan, the 
first suburban shopping mall, Northland, was designed by Victor Gruen for J. L. Hudson. The 
new mall which opened in March 1954, was constructed in Southfield, just over fifteen miles 
east of Northville.212 In 1970, the Northville Shopping Center, 425 North Center Street, gained 
the top promotional spot in Chamber of Commerce publications, above any mention of 
downtown retail enterprises. The shopping center boasted having a regional draw, with patrons 
from Livonia, Novi, Plymouth, South Lyon, and Westland.213  


In 1978, in an effort to reposition downtown retail over suburban shopping centers the City of 
Northville undertook a major project to beautify Main Street, known as Mainstreet ‘78.214 The 
four-year project, which included improvements to streetscape and infrastructure, was completed 
on May 26, 1982. The success of the project has been credited with renewed private investment 
in the downtown; competing with local malls and shopping centers.215 As of 2018, Northville 
Downtown Development Authority describes the commercial district as a “thriving retail 
district [that] has everything that embodies true downtown living - unique shops, exquisite 
dining, and year-round entertainment.”216  


3.3 Education 


There have been numerous school buildings constructed in Northville during the course of its 
history, including the four extant buildings within the historic district. The former Greek 
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Revival-style school building, built 1843, located at 204 Randolph Street, has been converted 
into a private residence. The three remaining extant school buildings are owned by Northville 
Public Schools: Old Village School, 405 West Main Street; Main Street School, 501 West Main 
Street; and the Northville Community Center, 303 West Main Street. The Old Village School 
ended its use as a school in 2013, when it was mothballed. Subsequently it has been restored to 
use as the Early Childhood classrooms and Northville School District’s central offices The 
Northville Community Center continues to be actively used, housing the Northville Senior 
Services. The Main Street School is under consideration for either development or demolition.217    


The first school in Plymouth Township was established circa 1829, located in the southern part 
of the township.218 A second school, serving “School District No. 2,” was established to serve 
the north half of the township (Northville area) and adjacent Novi Township, in 1833.219 The 
district school (not extant), a cobblestone building, was erected near present-day Main and 
Hutton Streets. As of 1840 there were 124 school-age children in the District 2, which increased 
to 215 by 1858.220   


During the first half of the nineteenth century, several private schools operated in the district as 
well; housed in various residences and commercial buildings.221 Included among the private 
schools was the Northville Academy, built and established in 1843 at 204 Randolph Street.222 
The academy was established as a “select school” by a Mr. Ames, who was sent to prison circa 
1845 after being found guilty of stealing books from a Detroit bookstore.223 After Ames’ 
departure, the school came under control of Sylvester Cochrane who formally named the school 
Northville Academy.224  According to an account by Cochrane’s daughter, Sarah Ann Cochrane, 
her father sought to establish a school in Northville and purchased the building; she does not 
mention the previous efforts of Mr. Ames.225  


Under Cochrane’s leadership, the academy gained notoriety. In his daughter’s memoir, she 
reports the school  


flourished in numbers and popularity, and many young men there imbibed a 
stimulus which inclined them to a higher education in the state university at Ann 
Arbor. 226  
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Miss Cochrane’s recollection indicates that the school was only available to male students. 
Among its pupils was Kingsley S. Bingham, who as an adult was Michigan’s first Republican 
governor.227 In 1857, Sylvester Cochrane’s health suffered and he was forced to give up 
teaching.228 Following his retirement, Sarah Ann Cochrane graduated from the Monroe Female 
Seminary. She re-opened the school as a private academy for girls; which lasted only a few 
years.229 Sylvester Cochrane died in 1860, after which Miss Cochrane’s own health declined and 
she was forced to quit teaching.230 It is not clear if the building continued as a school after the 
girl’s academy closed; however, by 1869 the academy building was repurposed to a private 
residence, owned by Asa Randolph.231 


As the student body of the public school continued to increase, the old stone school proved to be 
much too small. In 1849 the school district purchased the New School Presbyterian Church (so-
named for breaking away from the original Presbyterian church) and repurposed the building as a 
schoolhouse.232 The building remains extant today, but has been relocated to Mill Race 
Historical Village, outside of the historic district.233 The former church continued to serve 
Northville’s educational needs until it was replaced in 1865 by the two-story brick Union School 
on West Main Street; which was subsequently enlarged in the 1880s.234 At the time of the Union 
School’s construction, the district had 148 students in attendance, including pupils from 
Northville, Plymouth, Novi, South Lyon, and Walled Lake; as well as villages from farther away 
and out-of-state.235 The first high school in Northville was constructed in 1907, in part to ease 
overcrowding at the Union School.236 The new school was located next to the Union School, but 
faced south to West Cady Street. The high school was lost when it was destroyed by fire in 
1936.237 


The oldest of the extant public-school buildings in the historic district, is Old Village School, 
located at 405 West Main Street, erected in 1916. The school was erected following a fire that 
destroyed its predecessor, the Union School building.238 The new building was completed for 
$75,000 and boasted the first school gymnasium in Northville.239 When the new, larger building 
was completed it was opened as a high school, and the elementary school was moved next-door 
to the former high school on Cady Street.240 The building at 405 West Main Street functioned as 
a high school until the mid-twentieth century suburban population boom prompted the need for a 
new facility. A new high school was constructed in 1958-59 outside the historic district. In 1959, 
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Old Village School was remodeled for $200,000 to become the new junior high.241 A new junior 
high school was erected outside of the historic district in 1967, and the Old Village School was 
again repurposed, to house both elementary classrooms from the adjacent Main Street School 
and the board of education offices.242 In 1981, a renovation was completed and the building was 
rededicated with its present name, Old Village School.243 With the completion of the remodeling 
in 1981, the school housed Institutionalized Special Education Program.244 The interior 
renovations were completed with a $1.2 million State Improvement Grant. Contemporary 
newspaper articles included scant details on the scope of changes completed, but it appears to 
have been primarily cosmetic interior changes. The special education programs were housed in 
the building until its closure in 2012.245 As of 2017, redevelopment plans for the building were 
being considered by the school district.246 


Northville’s 1907 High School building was destroyed in a fire on January 13, 1936.247 Then 
functioning as an elementary school, the building was replaced the following year by the 
Northville Grade School, completed for a cost of $99,000; $27,700 of which came from a Public 
Works Administration (PWA) loan and $42,954 from an outright grant.248  The building was 
designed by architects Lyndon and Smith; who won national honors for its design. The 
achievement was further recognized when the American Institute of Architects exhibited photos 
of the building in Europe, which resulted in the school earning international honors.249  The 
school was dedicated in a ceremony held on April 22, 1937.250 Due to the population growth in 
Northville, Northville Grade School was expanded by an addition in 1949. In the late 1950s and 
early 1960s the name Northville Grade School and Main Street Elementary School began to be 
used interchangeably for the building. The earliest reference to Main Street Elementary School is 
in 1957, while references to the building being called Northville Grade School appear as late as 
1963.251  Officially, the school was listed as Main Street Elementary School by the publication of 
the 1960 city directory.252 “Elementary” was likely dropped from the name when it ceased to be 
an elementary school, sometime after 1970, as it has most recently been called Main Street 
School.253The building has most recently housed the Central Office administration, delivery of 
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special education services, and Early Childhood programming and Operations.254 As of 2017, 
redevelopment plans for the building were being considered by the school district.255 


The Northville Community Center, 303 West Main Street, was erected in 1954 by the City of 
Northville.256 The building functioned as a community center until 1960 when it was sold to the 
Northville School District to use as school board offices.257 After two decades as part of the 
school district, in 1979, the former Community Center was returned to its recreational roots, 
becoming the offices of the city Parks and Recreation department.258 The Parks and Recreation 
offices remained in the building until 2001.259 In 2003, the department entered a new twenty-five 
year lease with the school district and converted the building to a public community center once 
again. As of 2018, the building housed rental spaces for events, a large gymnasium, meeting 
rooms, and the Northville Senior Center.260 


3.4 Funerary  


There is one cemetery within the Northville Historic District boundaries, Oakwood Cemetery 
located on the south side of West Cady Street between First and Wing Streets. A modern, wood 
plaque placed at the cemetery entrance indicates it was used as a burial ground from 1808 to 
1990. The Michigan chapter of the National Society Daughters of the American Colonists 
erected a historic marker within the cemetery which states the property was deeded to Daniel 
Cady, William Dunlap, and Elisha Morse by Julia Robinson in 1835.With the deed came the 
covenant that the property was “to be used as a public, free burying ground.”  
 
The cemetery is arranged with a central unpaved path extending from Cady Street. Markers and 
monuments generally face inward to the path. This early nineteenth century cemetery type is 
commonly referred to as a country cemetery. Such cemeteries are characterized by a 
preponderance of unpretentious markers, interments of the earliest settlers, as well as 
immigrants, and local veterans.261 
 
The majority of the markers were erected in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Generally, these are engraved stones of a modest size with minimal ornamentation, typically 


 
254 Northville Public Schools, “Old Village School & Main Street Update,” last updated February 21, 2017, accessed 
May 21, 2018, https://1.cdn.edl.io/sXtDWPVCgIqOCOK9KIkvttZLDz1cfy1N7nWGL6AxjxmfyE2n.pdf.  
255 Northville Public Schools, “Old Village School & Main Street Update,” last updated February 21, 2017, accessed 
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composed of granite or marble. The most common marker types in the cemetery include: basic 
headstones, die-in-socket stones, and die-on-base stones.262 More notable markers include 
obelisks and pedestal tombs with vaulted roofs. Among the most stylistic markers is that of the 
Lapham children, James and Mattie, died 1864 and 1866 respectively. Their stone marker 
essentially resembles a bed or cradle. The matching headstone and footstone are shaped by 
decorative scroll shapes at the top. The face of the headstone includes carved daisies and 
quatrefoils, with the family names and mortality information placed within carved shields. 
Connecting the headstone and footstones are smaller crenelated stones.  
 
Family plots in the cemetery are identified by groupings of markers that usually include some 
kind of boundary. These can be as simple as a low concrete footing, or ornate, as the wrought-
iron fencing on two family plots. Such plots are typical of early Michigan cemeteries.263 
 
A 1989 cemetery inventory identified 624 known internments, which included 571 known 
dates.264 The same inventory indicated that 205 of the known burials, or approximately thirty-
two percent, were for interments that occurred between 1807/1808 and 1860.265 There are 284 
burials that occurred between 1860 and 1899, equally approximately forty-five percent of the 
total interments. The remaining eighty burials in the cemetery with known burial information 
took place between 1900 and 1975, comprising twelve percent of the total interments. The high 
percentage of nineteenth century burials, particularly early nineteenth century burials, suggests 
that many early residents and Northville pioneers are interred in Oakwood Cemetery. Among the 
city’s founding families with members interred in Oakwood Cemetery are the Dunlap, Cady, 
Randolph, and Wing. Additional surnames that appear frequently in the cemetery include: 
Blackwood, Ferguson, Gardner, Gregory, Johnson, Kellogg, Northrop, Sessions, Simonds, 
Smith, and Whitaker.266 
 
Thirty-five veterans are interred in the cemetery, including one from the Revolutionary War, 
nine from the War of 1812, twenty-four Civil War soldiers, and one who served in the Spanish 
American War.267 The lack of veterans from twentieth century wars is further indicative of the 
age of the majority of the burials.  


3.5 Government 


There are two government buildings in the historic district that were constructed over fifty years 
ago. These are the Northville City Hall, 215 West Main Street, and the United States Post Office, 
200 South Wing Street. Both buildings date to the mid-twentieth century, a period when 
Northville experienced growth unlike any earlier in its history. Although not directly stated in 


 
262 King, et al. Michigan Historic Cemeteries, 38. 
263 King, et al. Michigan Historic Cemeteries, 35. 
264 Gloria J. Collins, Cady Street Cemetery, (Northville: Northville Genealogical Society, 1989).  
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contemporary newspaper articles, the changing population of the region likely prompted 
Northville to incorporate as a city. The Committee on City Incorporation was formed in 1952and 
three years later, after a public vote, Northville incorporated as a city in 1955.268 The original 
boundaries of incorporation were the historic village limits, however parts of Novi Township 
were later annexed to form the present boundary; which includes parts of both Wayne and 
Oakland Counties.269 


Northville’s City Hall, located at 215 West Main Street, was originally housed in a pioneer-era 
Greek Revival-style residence at the same location. The house was first owned by Dr. David 
Gregory and later by W. G. Lapham before converting to the village/city hall in 1926.270 The 
house was demolished in 1963 and the extant city hall/municipal complex was erected.271 The 
complex was funded by a $137,000 matching grant from the federal Public Works Acceleration 
Act.272 The Act was passed in 1962 as an economic recovery tool for municipalities affected by 
the 1960-61 recession.273 The grant allocated specifically for “construction of a new building to 
contain city offices, fire and police departments and library facilities.”274 The building housed 
the city offices on the main level facing Main Street, the library was on the lower level facing 
Wing Street, the police department also on the lower level, accessed from rear of the building, 
and the fire station occupied the west section of the building, facing to Main Street. The Colonial 
Revival Style building, designed by Architect Harry M. Denyes, was officially dedicated in May 
1964.275 A history of the building was placed in the cornerstone so, in the words of then mayor, 
A. M. Allen, “when our great, great grandchildren replace this with a modern building they’ll 
know all about us.”276  


The Northville City Hall building continues to house local government in the twenty-first 
century. The police, fire department, and city offices have remained in the building; however, the 
library moved to a new location to expand its space in 1975.277 This new location, the Northville 
Square Shopping Mall, was retained just five years before it was moved back to its former 
location at City Hall.278 A new library building was erected southwest of City Hall at 215 West 
Cady Street in 1996 and continues to serve the same function there in 2018.279  


Northville’s United States Post Office has occupied a variety of buildings in the downtown 
commercial center before arriving at its current location in the 1960s. Extant buildings known to 
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have housed the Post Office include 110 North Center Street (1910s) and 121 North Center 
(1940s-1950s).280 The Post Office moved to its current building at 200 South Wing Street in 
1965. Construction began on the building in 1964.281  


The Northville Post Office was erected as part of the USPS’s Thousand Series buildings. The 
Thousand Series post office designs were small buildings erected across the country in the 1950s 
and 1960s, which were privately financed through a lease-purchase program.282 Guidance 
documents were provided to potential buildings, including: Construction Requirements for 
Leased Postal Facilities, Bidders Instructions, and a manual of “acceptable” styles in Building 
Designs.283 The Thousand Series buildings were one story and ranged from 1,000 to 12,000 
square feet and promoted designs that were “highly adaptable and suitable for all climates and 
geographical areas of the United States.”284  


The floor plans of Thousand Series buildings all shared common features, including: a customer 
entrance through a lobby that contained post office boxes and mail drop area; a partition between 
the post office box lobby and main post office lobby; a work room; storage room, gendered 
restrooms; and a rear vestibule and canopy-covered truck platform.285 


One of the major styles promoted for Thousand Series post offices was Colonial Revival, which 
shared design details such as shingled gable roofs, cupolas, columns, shutters, wood fenestration 
trim, a bricked exterior, wood-framed entrance doors, an interior partition of glass and wood 
between the two lobbies, and a quarry tile floor.286 The Northville Post Office nearly exactly 
resembles Plat 70 from the Post Office Department’s Building Designs brochure. Colonial 
Revival was favored for post offices in residential neighborhoods, as opposed to the Mid-century 
Modern post offices in downtown commercial districts.287 


The Northville building was constructed by the George W. Timmons & Son Company of 
Columbus, Ohio. The construction firm owned the building and leased it back to the federal 
government.288 Architecturally, the building was designed in the Colonial Revival style similar 
to the nearby City Hall, 215 West Main Street, and the Scout building, 215 West Cady Street.289 
The United States Post Office building was formally dedicated July 17, 1965.290 At the time of 
its opening, the post office averaged 16,500 pieces of mail a day and handled $108,600 worth of 
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business.291 By 1952, the building could no longer accommodate the growing needs of 
Northville and a large addition was constructed in the former alley.292 The post office has 
remained in the building in 2018. 


3.6 Healthcare  


Northville was touted in an 1892 promotional publication, The Ideal Suburban Village, as being 
a desirable and healthy location.293 The publication claimed the local hills offered continuous 
circulation of fresh air and there was an ample supply of fresh spring water.  


The first attempt to open a clinic in Northville to address addictions, was the branch of the 
Keeley Institute, established in the late 1880s.294 The clinic was founded by Dr. L. E. Keeley of 
Dwight, Illinois, who claimed to have found the “gold cure” for addictions.295 In the 1890s, a 
consortium of Saginaw, Michigan, businessmen proposed to establish a similar clinic in 
Northville to be known as the Yarnall Gold Cure Clinic.296 The new clinic opened on April 12, 
1892 in a former residence at 404 West Main Street.297 The clinic was led by Dr. William H. 
Yarnall, who was previously the surgeon-in-chief at the Northville branch of the Keeley 
Institute. After Yarnall left the Keeley Institute, the Keeley relocated to Ypsilanti. 


The Yarnall Gold Cure Clinic marketed itself as “an Institute for the Rational Treatment and 
Radical Cure of the alcohol, opium, cocoaine [sic.], tobacco and cigarette habits.” 298 There were 
twenty patients in the clinic when it opened, each willing to pay a high price to be cured of their 
addictions. Programs offered in the clinic included:  


• Alcohol and liquor patients, three weeks at $50, paid in advance, and $15 per week after 
the first three weeks. 


• Brain and nerve treatment was completed for the same price as alcohol.  
• Tobacco and cigarette treatment, at $15 a week. 
• Morphine and opium cases, three weeks for $20, and $15 for each week after the first 


three.299 


Additionally, room and board at the clinic ranged between five and seven dollars a week.300 The 
costs indicate a high profit margin, evidenced in Dr. Yarnall’s $5,000 personal residence, located 
at 543 West Dunlap.301  
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Northville residents referred to the patients as “gold cures” or “jag cures.”302 This perhaps 
reflects the skepticism some residents felt toward the clinic’s methods. In 1892, Rev. L. G. Clark 
of the Northville Baptist church debated the merits of the clinic, noting in the Northville Record 
that some thought the so-called cure was “an evil and a fraud,” while others found it “an 
unspeakable blessing to the world.” In the end, the minister sided with the latter school of 
thought. Patients at Yarnall’s clinic, which were typically “liquor-cursed men” were supported 
by fundraisers from progressive women’s organizations in Northville. The Ladies Auxiliary Club 
raised funds and provided diversions for patients by performing dramatic readings and 
amusements at the local opera house.303 


Nationally, Keeley’s gold cure methods received bad press, which claimed they adversely 
affected patients’ brain functions. Yarnall claimed his secret gold cure was “as innocent as 
distilled water,” consisting of a “chloride of gold and sodium” that would produce “no 
stimulation of the brain.”304 The patients were not required to give up their addictions during 
their treatment, rather they were required to “simply keep clean underwear and take a bath twice 
a week,” using the gold cure solution.305 


In 1897, the clinic relocated to 342 East Main Street, while additional patients and nurses stayed 
across the street in a boarding house at 341 East Main.306 The clinic remained active in this 
location until 1918.307 


In the mid-1920s a doctor established a family practice on West Dunlap Street that lasted until 
1960. Dr. Russell E. Atchison moved from Detroit to Northville in 1924 and opened a private 
medical practice.308 Having served as Superintendent of the Homeopathic Medical School at the 
University of Michigan Hospital, then holding various positions in Detroit, Dr. Atchison had a 
finely groomed resume to build a private practice. According to the memoir of his son, Dr. 
Russell McRae Atchison, between 1922 and 1923 there was an economic recession, which made 
erecting a new house in Detroit unfeasible for the family. The Atchison’s moved to an existing 
house at 501 West Dunlap Street in Northville and the elder Dr. Atchison opened a clinic on the 
first story.309 At the time, the nearest hospitals to Northville were in Detroit or Ann Arbor. Dr. 
Atchison Sr., recognized a need and opened a small hospital on the second story of their house, 
circa 1925.310  
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Dr. Atchison, Sr. partnered with Dr. Andrew Bunk, a surgeon.311 Dr. Atchison was further 
assisted by Dr. Whitcomb of Eastlawn Sanatorium, the tuberculosis sanatorium in Northville. 
The group performed surgeries, delivered babies, conducted hysterectomies, appendectomies, 
and thyroidectomies.312    


Dr. Atchison Sr.’s health began to fail in 1936, at which time his son, Russell, returned to 
Northville and assumed his father’s place in the hospital.313  The family house and clinic was 
deeded to the younger doctor in 1937.314 The senior Dr. Atchison died the following year.315 The 
hospital portion of the clinic closed from 1936-1950, reopening on occasion for patients who 
required continuing treatment.316 Between 1936-1946, Dr. Russell M. Atchison was the only 
physician in the clinic.317 In 1950 he reopened the eight-bed hospital. He continued taking 
overnight patients until 1960 when St. Mary Hospital opened in Livonia.318 Atchison’s clinic 
continued to operate even after closing the hospital section of the business. By 1970, the clinic 
included six doctors in addition to Dr. Atchison.319 The office remained in business until 
February 1988, when Dr. William Conley and semi-retired Dr. Atchison moved to a new 
location in Northville.320 


A block away, on West Main Street, a small medical district was established in the first half of 
the twentieth century that included houses from 502-520 West Main. Dr. Linwood Snow resided 
at 502 West Main. His office was at 508 West Main. A nurses’ residence was located at 514 
West Main and Sessions Hospital, later Northville Community Hospital, was at 520 West 
Main.321  


Dr. Snow arrived in Northville in 1921 to work at Northville’s first hospital, Bovee Hospital (not 
extant).322 He was co-leader of the hospital with Dr. Tom Henry. The Bovee Hospital was not 
open long and was ultimately replaced by Sessions Hospital at 520 West Main Street. Dr. Snow 
practiced homeopathy and served as president of the statewide Michigan Homeopathic Medical 
Society, as well as the board of the American Institute of Homeopathy.323 In addition to his 
practice, Dr. Snow worked at Sessions Hospital between the 1930s and 1960s.324 Dr. Snow 
appears to have retired in the late 1960s, when his former office 508 West Main was listed in the 
local city directory as the office of Dr. Stuart F. Campbell, optometrist.325  
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Edwin N. Sessions, a former farmer and oil distributer, founded Sessions Hospital in a former 
residence at 520 West Main Street in 1917.326 He owned the hospital until his death in 1951.327 
Sessions Hospital was then sold and underwent a $100,000 renovation before it was rededicated 
as Community General Hospital in 1959.328 In 1964, a partnership between William Jacobs, 
William Fenkle, Dr. E. T. Capuzzi and Larry Nickerman established the Northville Convalescent 
Center in the former Sessions Hospital.329 To accommodate the new use, the old hospital 
building was extensively remodeled and no longer resembled its former appearance. The 
renovation included removal of the entire second story, and the main story was altered to include 
treatment rooms, dining and kitchen facilities, and space to accommodate up to forty-five 
patients.330 The building has remained a nursing home into the twenty-first century; known as 
the Star Manor of Northville in 2018.331 


3.7 Industry 


Northville has an extensive history in manufacturing and industry. Arguably, the town exists 
because of a historical need for regional lumber and grist mills. Industrial complexes developed 
on the east side of downtown Northville, adjacent to the two mill ponds formed on the River 
Rouge. Opposite the mill ponds, the Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad was constructed in 1871, 
which allowed for easy transportation of goods and raw materials.332 Industrial facilities 
generally developed at this location, which included buildings at the eastern termini of East Main 
and East Cady Streets. It became known as “Northville’s manufacturing district.”333 By 1890, 
Northville was the third largest manufacturing center in Wayne County, behind Detroit and 
Wyandotte.334 In 2018, there are three extant resources in the historic district that are part of 
Northville’s industrial legacy: the Globe Furniture Company building, 459 East Cady; the 
Foundry and Flask Co. Building, 456 East Cady; and the former Ford Valve Plant, 235 East 
Main.  


In the 1860s, Charles G. Harrington operated a foundry in Northville. Harrington designed a 
school desk that could be mass produced and sold commercially.335 In 1879, Harrington 
organized a business from this idea, known as the Michigan School Furniture Company, which 
was owned by Harrington and managed by Francis R. Beal and Charles Booth. The company 
was the first to produce school folding chairs, eventually growing to be the largest manufacturer 
of school seats world-wide.336 In 1884, Harrington’s company was re-incorporated under the 
name, Globe Furniture Company.337 By then, the company had grown to include church 
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furniture, refrigerators, and church bells. The main factory and foundry was on the southeast side 
of Cady Street, east of the current location of 456 East Cady. The company erected the three-
story building at 459 East Cady, across from its main complex, circa 1887 to serve the 
shipping/finished stock facility.338 By 1893 the company employed about 200 people and 
fulfilled $250,000 in orders.339 


In 1899, fire destroyed much of the Globe Furniture Company’s factory facilities, leaving intact 
the foundry (near 456 East Cady) and the shipping building (459 E Cady).340 As a result, the 
company sold off their newly constructed foundry buildings to the American Bell and Foundry 
Company. The company manufactured a variety of bell types and within a few years was 
shipping products across the globe, filling orders as far away as Egypt and West Africa.341 
American Bell expanded their facilities and circa 1910 erected the extant concrete block portion 
of the building at 456 East Cady.342 The company was sold in 1920 to an Ohio firm when the 
name was changed to Bell Furnace & Manufacturing. The new firm phased bell making out after 
1924; by 1931 the company was operated simply as a foundry.343 


By the early 1930s, the former shipping building at 459 East Cady housed the Northville 
Laundry. In the early 1940s the building was occupied by a scrap metal dealer, known as “Jack 
Cohn’s Junk.”344 In 1946 the building became Weber Machine & Tool Co, owned by John A. 
Weber.345 By the mid-1950s the firm had changed names to Foundry Flask & Equipment 
Company, which grew to become a major supplier of foundry flasks to the automotive industry. 
The company remained in the building until 1964 when it expanded to larger quarters across the 
street at 456 East Cady.346 Through the end of the decade, Foundry Flask retained the building 
for a warehouse.347 By the late 1970s, 459 East Cady housed Belanger Inc., which produced 
manufacturers polishing.348 As of 2018 the building housed The Village Workshop, a co-
working facility.349  


The only extant portion of the former American Bell and Foundry is the concrete block section 
of the building at 456 East Cady. It was erected circa 1910 to contain the furnace assembly and a 
tin shop.350 In the early 1940s the former American Bell facility housed the J. H. Tool and 


 
338 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 169. 
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Machine Company, which was headquartered on Tireman Avenue in Detroit.351 As a subsidiary 
of the company, the 456 East Cady facility housed a foundry that employed fifty to sixty 
individuals. In 1947 company owner John Haller established Michigan Powdered Metal in the 
complex, which he owned until 1954 when it was sold to Allied Products Corporation.352 Just a 
few years later, in 1957, the turn-of-the-century foundry buildings were leveled by a fire. Feeling 
responsible for the employees, Haller repurchased the company and moved to a new facility on 
Northville Road.353 The concrete block building survived the fire but was not listed in the 1960 
city directory, indicating it may have been vacant at the time.354   


In 1964 the extant building at 456 East Cady was purchased by John Weber to house the 
Foundry Flask & Equipment Company, previously located at 459 East Cady.355 The foundry 
relocated to enable it to expand, explaining the many additions to the original building that were 
present in a 1964 aerial.356 In 1967, the company was sold to James R. Hayward, however Weber 
remained on staff in an executive capacity. Beginning with just five employees in 1946, the 
company by 1969 had grown to include ninety employees.357 In that time, the company had 
expanded its product lines to “keep pace with automation in the [auto] industry.”358 Foundry 
Flask & Equipment Company continues to occupy the building in 2018. 


Another of Northville’s major nineteenth-century major manufacturers was the J. A. Dubuar 
Manufacturing Company, later known as the Union Manufacturing & Lumber Company. J. A. 
Dubuar established his factory circa 1890; processing lumber, mast hoops, pulleys, pulley 
blocks, and air guns.359 Pulley blocks were in particular high demand, with the firm producing 
millions each year, to be sent to the ship-building markets such as Boston. 


Dubuar died in 1919 and his factory and property at 235 East Main Street were purchased by 
Henry Ford.360  Ford had the building remodeled to manufacture motor valves and renamed it the 
Ford Valve Plant.361 Ford also acquired and demolished the adjacent Northville Mills, the 
pioneer-era town grist mill, located on the mill pond.362  


The Northville Ford Valve Plant was the first facility in Henry Ford’s village industry 
program.363 Ford believed that industry could be decentralized, which would help to support a 
rural lifestyle, rather than contribute to its elimination as Ford’s massive River Rouge complex 
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threatened to do.364 Ford’s village industries were small, decentralized manufacturing facilities, 
each no more than sixty miles from the Ford Motor Company headquarters in Dearborn.365 The 
village industry facilities were positioned alongside waterways throughout Southeast Michigan, 
often reusing or replacing nineteenth-century mills, to take advantage of hydroelectric power.366 
Nineteen village industries factories were established between 1919 and ca. 1944, producing 
small parts for the River Rouge plant.367 


The Northville Ford Valve Plant became a major employer in the village, with a staff of three- to 
four-hundred, producing valves for all Ford cars and Fordson tractors.368  Ford specifically was 
credited with the town’s population increase in the 1920s.369  By 1935, 181 million valves had 
been produced at the plant.370 Having proved to be a successful investment, a new building was 
planned to replace the nineteenth century Dubuar building, which did not meet Ford’s 
architectural standards.371 The following year the old three-story brick building was demolished 
and replaced by a new, modern factory building that retained a functional water wheel.372 
Originally, the water wheel powered a 30-horsepower electric generator. By the 1960s the wheel 
remained intact but was no longer used for electricity generation. The plant building itself was 
enlarged in 1956 to accommodate increased production. By 1969 the plant employed three-
hundred people, producing 150,000 valves a day that were used in nearly all Ford and Mercury 
cars.373 At the time, the Northville facility was the only Ford village industry still carrying out its 
original purpose. In 1988 Ford Motor Company announced the plant closure, ending Ford’s 
village industries program.374  


Ford sold the plant to Marrick Industries in 1994, with a portion of the property, including the 
waterwheel, becoming a city park.375 At that time, building renovations were undertaken, 
including reconstruction of the badly deteriorated water wheel.376 In 2005, the building was 
remodeled again into a multi-tenant commercial facility. The building was renamed Water 
Wheel Centre and in 2018 houses eleven tenants.377 
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3.8 Religion 


There are three extant religious buildings in the Northville Historic District: First Presbyterian 
Church, 200 E Main; the former First United Methodist Church building, 145 North Center 
(faces to Dunlap); and First Baptist Church, 217 North Wing. The Presbyterian Church building 
was erected in 1846 and was extensively remodeled in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
before being almost completely reconstructed in 1970.378  Likewise, the former United Methodist 
Church Building, whose original address was 109 West Dunlap Street, was erected in 1885 and 
has undergone numerous alterations.379 The congregation sold the building and property in 1971 
after moving to a new building.380  


Baptist pioneers in Northville began congregating for worship in 1833.381 Initially, they met in 
the residences of the congregants or in a log schoolhouse two miles west of the village. A formal 
church constitution was established on June 18, 1835.382 Fundraising for a church building began 
in 1837.383 The first meeting was held in the new building, located on Wing Street, on January 4, 
1841.384 The property was deeded by William and Sarah Dunlap in May 1844 to the Baptist 
Society.385 The facilities were expanded in the 1840s and 1850s to ultimately include fourteen 
animal shelters and a wood storage shed. 


The church building was expanded in December 1859 when the church contracted Samuel 
Williams to “alter and construct” a house of worship.386 The result was the core of the extant 
building at 217 N Wing, completed circa 1860. A belfry and bell were installed in 1879.387 The 
original interior of the sanctuary was “reconstructed,” or remodeled, in 1927.388  


In the late 1940s the congregation voted to become part of the Conservative Baptist Association 
of America.389  Under pastor Peter Nieuwkoop the church was remodeled in the 1950s, including 
the addition of a heating plant and renovation of the church basement to include Sunday School 
classrooms.390 In 1960, the congregation spent $50,000 to construct a new addition and remodel 
the original church. The addition created a new auditorium extending south from the original 
building. The interior included a choir loft and was finished in fir.391 The old building was 
remodeled as a chapel, a Sunday school classroom, a nursery, mimeograph room, and janitor’s 


 
378 “Our History,” First Presbyterian Church of Northville, accessed May 22, 2018, 
https://www.fpcnorthville.org/our-history. 
379 Hixson, Early Northville; “First Church: ‘Plymouth Mission,’ Methodist Services Held in Barn,” Northville 
Record, July 17, 1969, 10-B; UMC, A Proud Past, 33.  
380 UMC, A Proud Past, 33. 
381 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-B. 
382 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-B. 
383 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-B. 
384 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
385 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
386 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
387 “Baptist Set Dedication on 125th Birthday,” Northville Record, October 20, 1960, 9. 
388 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 2-B. 
389 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 19-B. 
390 “Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 19-B. 
391 “Baptist Set Dedication on 125th Birthday,” Northville Record, October 20, 1960, 9. 







 


3-34 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


supply room. A dedication ceremony was held October 23, 1960.392 The large wing was noted 
for keeping the “New England style,” emulating the Greek Revival elements of the original circa 
1859 building.393 At the time of the dedication, it was announced that there was planned removal 
of adjacent houses to the church to make additional parking. The congregation continues to 
occupy the building in 2018.394 


3.9 Social/Recreation/Entertainment 


Throughout Northville’s history, there have been numerous buildings that have housed social 
and fraternal organizations, entertainment venues, and recreational opportunities.  


In 1851, the Masonic Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, or the Masonic Lodge, held its first 
meeting in Northville.395 Initially, Lodge members met in both Plymouth and Northville, before 
members in Plymouth decided to hold the organization’s charter and regalia, forcing Northville 
members to form their own organization. The new Northville Lodge No. 186, held its first 
meeting on December 13, 1865, with the charter passing on January 11, 1866.396 Originally, the 
Lodge had formerly met in W. P. Hungerford’s Store, on the north side of Main Street (not 
extant).  


In 1880 the Masons convinced grocer Barton Wheeler to add a second story to the building he 
was erecting at 102 East Main Street for use as a lodge room.397 He agreed to a nine-year lease 
and the Masons paid for the construction of the second story.398 To manage the building, the 
Masonic Temple Association of Northville was formed. The Lodge includes several associated 
sub-organizations, one of which was the Orient Chapter No. 77 of the Eastern Star for female 
family members, organized in 1891.399 By 1893, the lodge had expanded to include the second 
story space of the adjacent building at 108-110 East Main Street.400 The lodge room was located 
over 102-104 East Main, while the dining room and kitchen facilities were over 108-110 East 
Main.401 The Masons continue to occupy the facility. into the twenty-first century. In 2018, 
various local branches of the Masonic organization meet in the building; including Northville 
Lodge No. 186, Free and Accepted Masons; Union Chapter No. 55, Royal Arch Masons; 
Northville Council No. 30, Royal and Select Masons; Northville Commandery No. 39, Knights 
Templar; Orient Chapter No. 39, Order of Eastern Star; Walt Disney Order of Demolay; and 
Rainbow for Girls Assembly No. 28.402 
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The local Knights of the Maccabees tent No. 300 (KOTM) was established in Northville in 
1889.403 The local Maccabees were organized by A. B. McCullough, who moved to Northville 
from Cass City, and Charles Bristol of Rochester, and Walter House of Lapeer. The KOTM was 
founded in London, Ontario in 1879, established to care for windows and orphans.404 The 
organization was particularly large in Michigan, with its leadership based in Port Huron in 
1881.405 The organization evolved, providing life insurance to its members, as well as fraternal 
activities.406   


The first meeting of the KOTM in Northville was held in a non-extant building at the northeast 
corner of Main and Center Streets. After the initial meeting, the Maccabees met in various 
locations in downtown Northville, including the third story of 118 East Main Street, known as 
Ambler Hall407 and later in the Cattermole Building at 148 North Center.408 A 1931 newspaper 
article indicates additional meeting locations included “over the Palace meat market, Chadwick 
hall, over the Fred Lyke store, and now, the meetings are held in the Forester’s hall over the 
Kroger store.” The last place mentioned was a hall on the third story of a building at 103-109 
East Main Street.409 By 1976, the Maccabees were no longer active in Northville.410 


Another fraternal organization to have met in Ambler Hall was the Knights of Pythias Mystic 
Lodge No. 100.411 The Knights of Pythias were established in 1864 in Washington, D. C. by 
Justus H. Rathbone and was chartered by an act of Congress.412 Rathbone, a native of Eagle 
Harbor, Michigan, wanted to create an organization to promote harmony, peace, and brotherhood 
to counter the social strife during the Civil War.413 


There are few historical references to the Knights of Pythias in Northville. The organization was 
first mentioned in local newspapers in 1889 when Rathbone delivered a lecture at the 
Presbyterian Church.414 Newspaper coverage of the event indicated that “the order is growing 
rapidly.” Perhaps it was Rathbone’s visit that inspired Northville citizens to form their own 
Pythian Order. The first newspaper notice of elected officers in the organization was placed three 
years later, in 1892.415 The last newspaper mention of the local Knights of Pythias occurred in 
1928, suggesting the local organization may not have survived the Great Depression.416  
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The American Legion was organized in a charter by Congress in 1919 to provide service to 
World War I veterans and their communities.417 The Lloyd H. Green Post 147 was established in 
Northville on September 10, 1919.418 The post was named in honor of the first Northville 
resident killed in action during the war. Initially, the Legion held meetings in the high school, 
until 1921 when they were moved to a non-extant building in downtown Northville. Three years 
later, in 1924, the organization purchased a no-longer extant building at the corner of Dunlap and 
Hutton Streets.419 The membership of the post expanded in 1925, when an auxiliary arm was 
established.420 In May 1932, Ford Motor Company gifted the former boarding house at 341 East 
Main to the Northville American Legion and Legion Auxiliary for use as their headquarters.421 
During World War II, the American Legion sponsored the formation of the Northville Chapter of 
the Red Cross.422 The local Legion chapter was disbanded after the end of World War II, but was 
reactivated on February 16, 1953, to continue its role in supporting local and regional blood 
banks.423  


The American Legion moved to the former Dunlap House (formerly the Neal Building) at 215 
North Center Street in 1944.424 The Legion purchased the building and rotated it ninety degrees 
to face Dunlap Street, presumably adding the brick cladding extant today as well.425 The building 
was officially dedicated July 4, 1945 as the Veterans Memorial Home.426  By 1969 the Legion 
had grown to 147 members and the Auxiliary had ninety-seven members.427 The American 
Legion continues to occupy this location in 2018.428  


The Fraternal Order of the Eagles 2504 (FOE) was established in Northville in 1946.429 
Nationally, the FOE was established at the turn of the twentieth century with the goal to “make 
human life more desirable by lessening its ills and promoting peace, prosperity, gladness and 
hope.”430 Following its establishment in Northville, the FOE met on the second story of 123 East 
Main Street.431 Circa 1963, the organization moved 113 South Center Street, where it remains to 
the present day.432  By the late 1960s the organization had reached 160 members.433 City 
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Assessor records indicate that in 1978 the FOE constructed the present building at 113 South 
Center Street.  


The first Northville Boy Scout Troop was established in the late 1920s; followed by a Girl Scout 
troop in 1932.434 The first Northville Boy Scout Troop was sponsored by the First Methodist 
Church.435 In the 1930s two more troops were formed, which were sponsored by the American 
Legion. To house the scouts, in 1935 a scout recreation building was erected at Dunlap and 
Hutton Streets (not extant). This property was purchased and demolished by Manufacturers 
National Bank in 1961. A new Scout Building was completed at 215 West Cady Street in 1963. 
In 1966 a flag pole was dedicated in front of the building for a former scout leader, Mr. 
Carlson.436 By 1969, Boy Scouting troops in Northville included two Boy Scout troops and one 
Cub Scout Pack; sponsored by the Frist Presbyterian Church, First United Methodist Church, and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The Northville Boy Scouts made up one of the largest scouting 
organizations in the metropolitan Detroit area. 


The Girl Scout troop in Northville was established in 1932. They operated independently until 
circa 1958 when they joined the National Girl Scout organization. Membership continued to 
grow and by 1969 there were nineteen troops in Northville, with membership of 472 scouts.437 
Girl scouting activities included camping, tree-planting, paper drives, and an annual celebration 
of the birthday of Girl Scouting.  


The Scout Building eventually became a recreation place for older adults, housing the Northville 
Senior Center.438 In 2018, the Scout Building became known as the Northville Art House, a 
nonprofit art studio, school, and gallery.439  


Another center for recreation was the Northville Community Center, 303 West Main Street, 
which was erected in 1954 by the City of Northville.440 The building, which included a $210,000 
gymnasium, was managed by the Northville Parks and Recreation Department. One of the most 
unique features of the newly constructed building was its blue tinted “windowless glass” on the 
east elevation, which allowed natural light into the gymnasium without causing a glare.441 The 
building functioned as a community center until 1960 when it was sold to the Northville School 
District to house school board offices.442 It returned to its original function in 1979 when the 
Parks and Recreation Department offices were reinstalled in the building, where they remained 
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until 2001.443 In 2003, the Department entered a new twenty-five year lease with the school 
district and converted the building to a public community center once again. As of 2018, the 
building houses rental spaces for events, a large gymnasium, meeting rooms, and the Northville 
Senior Center.444 


City residents have also had outdoor recreation opportunities in the district at the six-acre Ford 
Field.  Henry Ford chose Northville as one of the sites for his village industries and purchased 
property in 1919.445 The parcel now known as Ford Field was part of Henry Ford’s property 
acquisition.446  This open site has been a hub for recreation and social activity, which has 
included celebrations, concerts, games, sporting events, and more.   The property was donated to 
the City by Ford Motor Company in 1994.447  (Note:  This information was provided by Ellen 
Elliott, Assistant to the Archivist, Northville Historical Society.) 


Northville’s first movie theater, the Aliesum, was located on the north side of East Main and was 
lost to a fire in April 1925.448 Following the fire, business partners Kate Penniman-Allen and 
Harry Lusk, who owned the Penniman-Allen Theatre in nearby Plymouth, moved quickly to 
construct their second theater in Northville.449 The Northville Penniman-Allen Theatre (P & A) 
was completed in 1926 for a cost of $150,000. When it opened it was a state-of-the-art movie 
house with 750 seats, an orchestra pit, a stage accommodating fourteen sets of scenery, and a 
$13,000 Wurlitzer orchestra unit organ.450 The new theater was said to possess the best sound 
equipment in the state. The P & A was a focal point of entertainment in Northville from the 
1920s through 1940s. However, popularity waned and the theater closed in 1953 due to a “lack 
of interest.”451 


By 1969, Kate Penniman-Allen had sold the theater to Edward Hohler, who also owned the 
Farmington Civic Theater.452 In 1978 the theater was sold to the Zayti family, who renamed it 
the Marquis. The theater was reopened as a movie house for a few years before being converted 
to a live children’s theater in the 1980s.453 It continued to offer stage performances into the early 
2000s.454 In 2018, the theater markets itself as catering to a variety of events, including 
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performance shows, acting camps for children, and as a rental venue to both show films and host 
birthday parties.455 


3.10 Architecture 


The earliest extant buildings in the Northville historic district are houses that date to the pioneer 
era, circa 1830 through 1860. Local histories reference the first pioneers having erected log 
buildings, if any structures are extant in the historic district they have been covered by later 
siding and additions that obscure the log construction origins. Log construction lasted only a 
short period, with frame houses being preferenced as soon as saw mills were present in a region. 
The earliest houses in the district are wood-framed buildings that embody vernacular forms, 
typically with some added stylistic elements. The term vernacular, when applied to the built 
environment, refers to the structures constructed following traditional methods or utilizing 
traditional forms, rather than following the dictates of architect designed structures known as 
high style, or based on popular styles derived from plan book or catalog illustrations.456 Forms 
are also distinctive from styles in that they are discussed based on the shape of the building, the 
building footprint, or major form elements.457 The majority of the vernacular forms in the 
Northville historic district are derived directly from buildings in western New York and New 
England, where many of the city’s pioneer settlers originated.  


Because the vernacular form building is identified by its shape, these buildings can, and often do, 
incorporate a wide variety of popular architectural stylistic features. For example, elements of 
the Greek Revival style easily adapt to both the side gable and front gable roof form. The Greek 
Revival style is considered to be America’s first national house style. It was popular from around 
1825 to 1860, when the United States, the world’s newest democracy was looking toward 
Greece, the world’s first democracy, for inspiration. This period coincided with much of the 
early settlement activity in southeast Michigan.458 Typical elements associated with the Greek 
Revival style include large scale ornamentation in comparison to the entire house; columns or 
pilasters, often Doric or Ionic Orders; nine-over-six or six-over-six windows; cornice returns, 
dentil detailing’ wide fascia boards; eyebrow windows directly under the roof line; door 
surrounds and sidelights, and heavy entablatures.459  As the Greek Revival style filtered down 
from high style, to popular architecture and into vernacular use, the ornamentation took on a less 
prominent position. Good examples of Greek Revival in the Northville Historic District include 
the building at 511 West Dunlap Street and 204 Randolph Street. 


One of the most popular vernacular forms in the nineteenth century was the Front Gable house. 
This form is one or two stories high and has a prominent front facing gable roof oriented 


 
455 “Welcome to the Northville Marquis Theatre.” Marquis Theatre, accessed May 22, 2018, 
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456 James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell, “Victorians Plain and Popular.”  Old House Journal. 
(November/December 1996), 20. 
457 Marshall S. McLennan, “Identifying House Types.” Unpublished manuscript, 1987, original on file 
Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc., Dexter, Michigan.  
458 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 2013), 247. 
459 Stephen C. Gordon, How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory, (Columbus: Ohio Historical Society, 1992), 
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perpendicular to the road. The façade of a Front Gable generally has two to four fenestration 
bays with an asymmetrical entrance.460 In Michigan, these buildings trace their roots to New 
England, however Front Gable buildings are found throughout the United States. The Front 
Gable house enjoyed its greatest popularity circa 1830 to 1930, in part due to its ability to adapt 
to various stylistic trends of popular architecture.461 An example of the Front Gable form can be 
found at 350 East Cady Street. 


The Upright and Wing form is an adaption of Front Gable house body with the addition of a one-
story side-gable wing. The earliest examples of this form have a door in the upright, as well as 
doors in the wing, often off a porch along the length of the wing. As the form evolved both the 
Upright and Wing sections were constructed simultaneously and with the main door repositioned 
to the wing. With the relocation of the front door, the Upright section of the house was often 
reduced from three bays of fenestration to two.462  Referred to as the “gable front and wing” by 
Virginia McAlester, she maintains that this house form was considered a popular folk housing 
type until the 1930s.463 The Upright and Wing is among the most common vernacular house 
form in southeast Michigan.464 In the Northville Historic District, some intact examples of the 
form are located at 122 South Rogers Street, 359 North Rogers Street, and 322 North Rogers 
Street.  


The Gabled Ell house form is believed to be a later modification to the Upright and Wing houses, 
which maintained the familiar shape of the earlier Upright and Wing, while providing much 
more living space for large families.465 The key difference between the two forms is the Gabled 
Ell can be one-and-one-half or two-stories high and has a wing equal in height to the Front Gable 
portion of the building, with both sections constructed simultaneously rather than over time as 
was often the process for the Upright and Wing.466 Other common elements associated with the 
Gabled Ell is the presence of a porch along the length of the long wing portion of the building 
and the lack of a door in the two-bay wide gable facade facing the street.467 Due to the large 
population growth across Southeast Michigan in the years following the Civil War and into the 
early twentieth century, a time when the Gabled Ell enjoyed its greatest popularity, there is a 
substantial number of Gabled Ell residences.468 Historically these buildings could feature 
Victorian era decorative elements, such as influences of Gothic Revival, Italianate, and Queen 
Anne styles, all popular during the same time period of the Gabled Ell form. Examples of the 
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Gabled Ell houses are present in Northville at 501 West Cady Street, 494 West Cady Street, and 
128 South Rogers Street. 


The Gothic Revival style was popular in the United States from approximately 1840 to 1880.469  
Although the revival of Gothic design began in England in 1749, it was not until 1832, when 
Alexander Jackson Davis designed Glen Ellen in Baltimore, Maryland, that the style began to be 
used in the United States.470  The style spread across the county through books such as Davis’s 
Rural Residences, published in 1837. Later publications, including A. J. Downing’s   Cottage 
Residences (1842), Richard Upjohn’s Rural Architecture, and the Horticulturist (1846-1875) 
depicted Gothic Revival houses and churches along with romantic landscape plans (in Gordon 
1992:80).471 Among the characteristics of the Gothic Revival style are steeply pitched roofs, wall 
dormers, hood molds over windows, and curvilinear gingerbread trim along the eaves and gable 
edges.472  The general emphasis on verticality is sometimes carried out through the application of 
the pointed arch, particularly in lancet windows. Examples of the style are constructed in stone, 
brick, or wood.473  Gothic Revival cottages were particularly popular in Northville, compared to 
the rest of southeast Michigan.474 Good examples of Gothic Revival in Northville include: 132 
West Dunlap Street, 129 North Wing Street, and 410 East Main Street.  


There are a number of circa 1860s-1880s buildings that embody an uncommon form, known as 
the Double-Gable Cottage, where the façade has two front-gables. This form is found more often 
in Northville than anywhere else in southeast Michigan.475 A good example of this form can be 
found at 404 West Main Street, which is also embodies Italianate style. 


The Italianate style, popular from approximately 1840 to 1885 was commonly used for both high 
style and vernacular residences and was also popular for commercial buildings.476 The typical 
Italianate house has a rectangular, almost square, footprint, standing two or three stories.477  The 
most common identifying features of the style include a low pitched hipped roof with wide 
overhanging eaves, supported by large, ornamental brackets.478  A prominent cupola placed in 
the center of the roof or a centered or asymmetrical tower may be present in the higher style 
examples. Fenestration, and its ornamentation, is often considered a character-defining feature of 
Italianate buildings. These include tall, narrow double-hung windows, sometimes arched, and 
often crowned by various types of hood or pedimented moldings.479 The Italianate style was 
popular with the middle class, who were drawn to its simple, boxy appearance and the formal 
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balance of the facades.480 Examples of residential Italianate architecture in Northville include: 
341 East Main Street, 342 East Main Street, and 512 West Dunlap Street. 


The Italianate style was one of the most popular styles for late nineteenth century commercial 
buildings. Its commercial application is characterized by tall windows with hoods or pediments, 
usually on the upper stories and a prominent decorative cornice.481 Commercial Italianate is 
embodied in many of Northville’s downtown buildings, including: the Beal Block, 126-134 East 
Main Street; the Coonley Block, 120-124 East Main Street; and 109-115 North Center Street.  


Another popular late nineteenth century style, Queen Anne, was popular from 1880 -1910, and 
included such features as asymmetrical massing, irregular story plans, variety of exterior 
finishes, bay and oriel windows and the use of stained glass, wrap-around porches, and 
sometimes towers.482 Queen Anne buildings are known for their decorative elements, such as 
turned posts (rather than columns) and spindlework on porches and textured wall surfaces such 
as patterned brick or wood shingles.483 These decorative elements were easily applied to 
vernacular forms as well. Several buildings in the Northville Historic District embody the Queen 
Anne style, or have Queen Anne decorative elements, including:  332 East Main Street, 504 
West Dunlap Street, and 543 West Dunlap Street. 


Popular during the same period as Queen Anne, 1880-1910, Shingle style residences can also be 
found in Northville. Shingle style is a stripped-down Queen Anne style, which heavily featured 
wood shingle-clad exteriors. The style borrowed elements such as broad porches from Queen 
Anne; gambrel roofs and classical elements from Colonial Revival; and arches and stonework 
from Richardsonian Romanesque.484 General hallmarks of Shingle style buildings include: a 
wood-shingled exterior with an absence of corner boards, irregular/steep roofs, and large 
porches.485 An example of a Shingle style house in the Northville Historic District can be found 
at 549 West Dunlap Street. 


Building styles and forms in the early twentieth century moved away from the overt ornament of 
the Italianate and Queen Anne styles and the simplicity of most of the vernacular forms, to more 
closely reflect the popular architecture spread in the pages of catalogs or magazines.486  Popular 
architecture from the early twentieth century included both mail-order plan books and kit houses. 
Locally, Northville’s Grand River Lumber and Coal Company, issued catalogs for such houses 
from 1902 into the 1930s.487 Local historians believe, many catalog houses were built in 
Northville, however unless it is documented the house was from a kit or plan, it can be difficult 
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to determine which houses have a mail-order legacy. The number of houses erected from this 
period, indicates a high probability of mail-order and kit houses in the Northville historic district. 


Two of the most popular house forms from the first half of the twentieth century are the 
Foursquare or Bungalow forms. The Foursquare house was a popular new house type from the 
end of the nineteenth century into the early years of the twentieth century, circa 1900-1925.488 
The basic form of the Foursquare has been attributed to  the clean lines of the Chicago Prairie 
School houses that were first developed by Frank Lloyd Wright.489 The foursquare form grew in 
popularity due in part to house plans, or whole house kits, offered in mail-order catalogs that 
advertised the form as “the most house for the least money.”490 The simplicity of the design and 
lack of ornamentation enabled a reduction in upkeep and the use of modern home technologies. 
The Foursquare house is two to two-and-one-half stories with a nearly square footprint created 
from four rooms on each story. A character defining feature of the Foursquare is the pyramidal, 
or steeply pitched, hipped roof often with a dormer on at least the façade slope, and a porch 
across the façade. Foursquare houses can exhibit stylistic elements popular at the time, such as 
Colonial Revival or Craftsman. Modern building materials, as well as more traditional, were well 
suited to the Foursquare. Houses were clad with everything from wood clapboards, shingles, and 
brick or cast-concrete blocks. With the improvements made in the modern concrete industry, this 
too became an accepted building material— a smooth stucco finish was popular with many 
foursquare builders.491 There are several Foursquare houses in Northville, including: 115 Linden 
Street, 217 Linden Street, and 114 West Street.  


Another common house form in the early twentieth century was the Bungalow, which was one of 
the most popular house styles from circa 1905-1930.492  Originally developed in India, the 
concept of the Bungalow spread through the British Empire in the last nineteenth century. The 
Bungalow was first gained real popularity in America through the work of the architectural firm 
of Greene and Greene in Pasadena, California. Their Gamble House completed in 1909 is an 
outstanding example. Bungalows were one to one-and-one-half story buildings that emphasized 
natural materials and horizontal design. Bungalows were built in a variety of different forms, 
some of the most common are have a side-gable roof with a façade dormer, or a front gable roof 
and linear footprint. Typical Bungalow elements include wide eaves with exposed rafter tails or 
knee braces, and wide, covered porches supported by battered posts. Bungalows in the Northville 
Historic District include: 118 Linden Street, 302 West Main Street, and 314 West Dunlap Street.  


Some of these buildings have been ornamented with elements of the Craftsman style. The 
Craftsman Style was derived from the Craftsman Movement, led by Gustav Stickley in the 
United States.493 Stickley, was influenced by the Arts and Crafts Movement begun in England by 
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William Morris and disdained the earlier Victorian era opulence and machine crafted 
ornamentation for a simpler, hand-crafted designs. Craftsman houses were popular from circa 
1900 to circa 1925, and typically had a simpler design with natural materials and colors used 
throughout. Stylistic elements of Craftsman houses include: wide eaves with exposed rafter tails 
or knee braces, multi-light over single light windows, and textured bricks.494 Craftsman elements 
can be found at 314 West Dunlap Street, 116 High Street, and 111 North Wing Street. 


During the early twentieth century, commercial building owners sought to modernize their 
business and minimize the level of ornament used in the previous decades. These one and two 
story commercial blocks generally follow the same order as earlier buildings; display windows 
and storefronts on the first story with individually placed smaller windows on the upper 
stories.495 Subtle ornamentation was used in varying textures of exterior materials, such as 
brickwork and tiles. Popular streamlined architectural styles such as Art Deco and Art Moderne 
and period revivals were often loosely interpreted on the buildings. Examples of such twentieth 
century commercial buildings in Northville include: 141-143 East Main Street, 105 North Center 
Street, and 107 North Center Street. 


 Various period revival styles became popular in the first half of the twentieth century. One of 
the most popular in Northville was Colonial Revival. The revival styles harkened back to the 
early Colonial period in the United States, such styles as Georgian and Adam, however they 
were not exact copies.496 The style was popular with residential, commercial and government 
buildings. It remained popular for generations, lasting from around 1880 into the mid-1960s. 
Identifying stylistic elements include an accentuated front door, an entry portico, and a 
symmetrical façade with multi-light double-hung windows.497 Examples of Colonial Revival in 
Northville include the government and municipal buildings, erected in the 1960s; including City 
Hall. 215 West Main Street; the Scout Building, 215 West Cady Street; and the Post Office, 200 
South Wing Street. 


A more elaborate Period Revival Style is the Mediterranean Revival style, embodied in the 
Marquis Theatre, 133-137 East Main Street. Popularity of such period revival architecture 
peaked peaking in the 1920s, when the theater was erected.498 Characteristics of Mediterranean 
Revival include flat wall surfaces that feature decorative terra cotta, plasterwork, or tile 
ornamentation; sometimes implementing classical motifs. Red tile roofs with heavy brackets 
were most popular, although this is not applied to the Marquis.499 The Marquis Theatre is typical 
of movie house architecture of the period, which typically utilized exotic interpretations of 
period revival styles.500 This design freedom came from a desire to express modernity, as movie 
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theaters were seen as a “new presentation technique.”501 Beaux-Arts-trained architects took 
historical styles and presented them in a new, extreme way.502 The most ornate of these “movie 
palaces” were designed to surround patrons in “an environment of excess.”503 Theater architect 
E. C. A. Bullock wrote that a theater façade should “overshadow everything in its immediate 
neighborhood,” even over the retail shops sharing its marquee.504  


Neoclassical Revival buildings were erected in Northville’s commercial district in the 1910s and 
1920s. The style gained popularity following the 1893 World’s Colombian Exposition in 
Chicago and the 1901 Pan-American Exhibition in San Francisco.505  Neoclassical style relies 
heavily on the post and lintel elements of Grecian architecture.506 Often found on public 
buildings, or financial institutions, examples of the form usually feature stone construction and 
Ionic or Corinthian columns/pilasters. Symmetrically constructed, these buildings utilized 
pilasters and pedimented doorways to create a form reminiscent of ancient Greece. Good 
examples in downtown Northville include: 129-131 East Main Street and 119 North Center 
Street. 


The only example of Tudor Revival architecture in the Northville Historic District is the Sparling 
House at 324 East Main Street. Tudor Revival is based on the revived interest in the sixteenth-
century English vernacular architecture associated with the reign of the Tudor family and other 
late Medieval English prototypes.507 Promoted in England by Richard Norman Shaw beginning 
in the 1880s, the earliest examples of the style in the United States were architect designed 
buildings, often closely copying British prototypes. In the early years of the twentieth century, a 
more modest Tudor Revival style made its way onto the landscape, often featuring clapboard or 
stucco clad walls, but avoiding expensive brick sheathing until after World War I.508  In the 
1920s and 1930s, the popularity of the Tudor Revival style exploded, having made its way into 
house plan books and ready-made catalogs.509  By the 1940s, the popularity of the style was 
beginning to fade. 


The Sparling House is a later example of the style, having been erected in 1937. Its Tudor 
Revival elements include: an asymmetrical plan, a steeply pitched roof, casement windows 
placed in groups, ornamented patterned brick/stonework and half timbering. The façade has 
visual depth, created by overlapping layers of the façade gable, entry pavilion, and wall 
dormers.510  


Modernist architecture began appearing in Northville during the 1930s. The circa 1935 service 
station building at 202 West Main Street is an example of Art Moderne architecture. The style, 
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which was most popular between 1930 and1940, is characterized by smooth wall surfaces 
(typically stucco), a flat roof with coping, horizontal grooves or bands in the wall, as well as 
curved wall corners. The combined effect of these features gives an overall horizontal 
appearance, in high contrast to the verticality of period revival styles popular at the same time.511 
The Art Moderne style was based on by the new field of industrial design, in which everyday 
objects were designed with a modern, streamlined look to invoke the feelings of speed and 
movement.  


In 1937, Northville Grade School, 501 West Main Street, was one of the first International style 
schools to be built in America.512 The hallmark of the International style is functionalism. The 
style emphasized how a building served its inhabitants, focusing less on décor and vanity.513  
Architects used materials such as concrete, glass, and steel, and box-like, cubist forms to 
emphasize the entire structural frame. Facades were typically asymmetrical with expanses of 
ribbon windows sometimes wrapping building corners, in contrast with large empty wall areas. 
Decoration was minimal, if present at all. The building gained notoriety and won awards for its 
modern design. A detailed history of its design and associated architect are provided later in this 
context.  


The International Style came into popularity circa 1925 and has lasted into the twenty-first 
century.514 The principals established by International style, with large expanses of windows and 
cubist/horizontal massing, has been applied to other Northville buildings in the mid-twentieth 
century. These Mid-century Modern buildings are modest examples of modernism and include 
both new construction and renovated older buildings. Examples of Mid-century Modernism in 
Northville include an addition to the Flask Foundry Building, 456 East Cady Street, and the 
drive-in banking facility at 143 East Dunlap Street. 


Residential architecture in Northville was not as fast to embrace modernism. Many of the houses 
constructed immediately preceding and following World War II were modest in scale and design. 
Dubbed “Minimal Traditional” by architectural historians Virginia and Lee McAlester, since 
these were typically what the minimum property requirements developed by the Federal Housing 
Authority (among others) beginning in the 1930s.515 The resulting buildings had either little 
ornamentation or echoed earlier styles such as Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival. The most 
common forms were one to one-and-one-half stories with a side-gable roof, and a lower cross-
gable on the façade.516 In the Northville Historic District, a Minimal Traditional House can be 
found at 368 North Rogers Street. 
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The next major house styles to gain popularity were the Ranch and Split-Level form houses 
gained popularity. The Ranch is one of the most widely constructed houses of the period, popular 
circa 1940-1970.517 Ranch houses are a single story with a horizontal sprawling emphasis. The 
form often has an asymmetrical appearance and often includes an attached garage, picture 
windows, and broad chimneys.518 Although a mid-twentieth century form, like many other 
architecture styles Ranches often incorporated traditional elements of earlier revival styles, such 
as Spanish or Colonial Revival, into the building.519 Examples of a Ranch house can be found at 
531 Linden Court, and 120 West Street. 


In the years following the 1960s, construction in the Northville Historic District has implemented 
modern styles, Post Modern interpretation of earlier architecture, and new construction and 
additions to existing buildings that appears historic.  


Few specific architects and builders are known to have practiced in Northville. Research did not 
reveal architects for the nineteenth century buildings of Northville, however it is likely that many 
were both designed and erected by a local builder, using locally available materials. Some of the 
identified architects included:  


Thomas W. Moss, who resided at 548 West Main Street in 1931 and had his office in 
nearby Plymouth.520 He was later part of the firm, Smith, Moss & Mitschke.521 The only 
building in the Northville Historic District attributed to Moss is the 1938 interior remodel 
of the Schrader Funeral Chapel, 119 North Center Street.522  


Albert Kahn, a renowned Detroit architect, was hired by Henry Ford to design a new 
building to house the Ford Valve Plant at 235 East Main Street.523 Kahn’s brother Julius 
invented a new type of reinforced concrete, known initially as the Kahn Bar System of 
Reinforced Concrete, which enabled Albert to design innovative industrial spaces that 
“included large areas of glazing between columns, flooding the interior with natural 
light.”524 Kahn designed many of Ford’s factories, and implemented some of his 
signature design elements in Northville’s Ford Valve Plant. Expanses of windows and a 
clerestory were implemented to provide natural light for the working story below.525 The 
modest brick details on the building evoked the popular and “modern” Art Deco style.526 
The building also featured a waterwheel to power the facility by hydroelectricity. The 


 
517 Gordon, Ohio Historic Inventory, 141. 
518 McAlester, American Houses, 596-602; Gordon, Ohio Historic Inventory, 141.  
519 McAlester, American Houses, 694. 
520 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 183; Advertisement. “Thomas W. Moss,” Northville Record, July 15, 1938, 7. 
521 “Smith, Moss & Mitschke,” Historic Detroit, accessed May 23, 2018, http://historicdetroit.org/architect/smith-
moss-and-mitschke/. 
522 “Beauty, Comfort Placed Foremost in Planning Schrader Funeral Chapel.” Northville Record, July 15, 1938, 7. 
523 Elisabeth Knibbe. National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Ford Valve Plant.” Original on file, 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, Lansing, 8-1. 
524 Brian Carter, “Kahn’s Industry: An Architecture of Integrated Design,” in Michigan Modern: Design that Shaped 
America, Amy Arnold and Brian D. Conway, eds. (Layton, Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2016), 59-63. 
525 Knibbe, “Ford Valve Plant,” 8-4. 
526 Knibbe, “Ford Valve Plant,” 8-4. 
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wheel was supplied by a water pipe from Yerkes Pond, and a park-like setting was 
created by damming the River Rouge.527   


Maynard Lyndon and Eberle Smith, innovators in modern school architecture, formed a 
partnership in 1935. Both were graduates of the University of Michigan architecture 
school, where Lyndon was influenced by Danish architect Knud Lönberg-Holm, a 
visiting instructor and a founding member of the Congress International d’Architecture 
Moderne (CIAM), along with Mies van der Rohe and Le Corbusier. Lyndon worked in 
the offices of several notable Detroit area architecture firms including Albert Kahn and 
Nathan Gould. Smith also worked for Gould and for Smith, Hinchman & Grylls. When 
Lyndon & Smith received the contract to design a new elementary school in Northville 
they decided, according to Lyndon’s son, to pattern the design after an early modern 
school by Richard Neutra in Bell, California. The Northville Grade School was one of the 
first Modern schools built in the United States and Lyndon & Smith received many 
awards for its design,528 which was based on the functional industrial architecture that 
Albert Kahn developed for Henry Ford’s automobile factories. Lyndon & Smith’s design 
was selected by the American Institute of Architects for inclusion in the 1937 Paris 
Exhibition, for which won it international honors.529 It was also awarded the 1937 
Pittsburgh Glass Institute Competition Prize for Schools and received a silver medal at 
the Pan American Congress of Architects in 1940.530 In 1938 Lyndon & Smith were 
invited by the Museum of Modern Art (MOMA) in New York City to participate in a 
national competition to design an art center for Wheaton College in Massachusetts.531 
Though open to all architects, only four firms were specifically invited to submit a 
design: Gropuis and Breuer, Richard Neutra, William Lescasze—and Lyndon & Smith. 
Thus, Northville Grade School catapulted Lyndon & Smith into one of the top modern 
design firms in the nation in the late 1930s. Maynard Lyndon moved to Los Angeles, 
California, in 1942, where he continued his pioneering work in school design. Most 
notably for his Ojai, California, schools for which he developed a window system that 
“bounced and filtered light from the south to balance full expanses of glass on the north 
and created a nearly evenly distributed natural light across the surface of the 
classroom.”532  Eberle Smith remained in Michigan and established his own firm, Eberle 
M. Smith and Associates,533 which was noted for innovative school design throughout 
1940-1960. Among the schools Eberle Smith designed in Wayne County were: Edsel 
Ford High School, Dearborn; Abraham Lincoln Junior High School, Wyandotte; 
Edgemont Elementary School, Belleville; and the Russell H. Amerman Elementary 
School, Northville (827 North Center Street, outside the Northville Historic District).534  


 
527 Elisabeth Knibbe. National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Ford Valve Plant.” Original on file, 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, Lansing, 8-1. 
528 Donlyn Lyndon, “Forming Contemporary Backgrounds: the Architecture of Maynard Lyndon, FAIA.” AIA 
California Council, last updated February 11, 2018, http://www.aiacc.org/tag/lyndon-smith/. 
529 Hixson, Early Northville; Roy Strickland and ICON architecture inc., An Honor and an Ornament, Public School 
Buildings in Michigan, (Lansing: Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, 2003), 26. 
530 “Northville School Design Merits Congress Award.” Northville Record, May 17, 1940, 1. 
531 “Will Build Modern Half-Million Dollar Art Center.” Museum of Modern Art Press Release Archives. 
532 Lyndon, “Architecture of Maynard Lyndon. 
533 Strickland and ICON, School Buildings in Michigan, 26. 
534 “Eberle M. Smith Associates Inc., Architects, Engineers,” AIA Monthly Bulletin (Detroit: Michigan Society of 
Architects, January, 1957).  
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Harry M. Denyes was the architect of the Colonial Revival style City Hall at 215 West 
Main Street.535 A graduate of the University of Michigan, Armour Institute of 
Technology, and Northwestern University,536 he began practicing architecture in 1943, 
and was formerly associated with O’Dell, Hewlet & Luckenbach in Birmingham, 
Michigan, before opening his own offices in Pontiac in 1959.537 At one point, Denyes 
worked with acclaimed architect Eero Saarinen, however research did not reveal specific 
details about their relationship. Among Denyes’ other buildings in Michigan are a large 
modernist addition to the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Oakland 
building in Pontiac.538 Denyes moved to Florida in 1974 and opened an architectural 
office in Naples.


 
535 “Federal Government Approves $137,000 Grant ,” Northville Record, February 28, 1963, 1 
536 “Denyes Opens Own Offices in Pontiac.” The Birmingham (Mich.) Eccentric. December 30, 1959, 4-C. 
537 “Denyes,” 4-C. 
538 “Building Goes ‘Piggyback,’ Detroit Free Press, August 10, 1966, 7-B. 
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4.0 INVENTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENTS 


The National Register of Historic Places Criteria for Evaluation 
 
According to the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation (ACHP), to be eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), a property must possess the quality of significance 
in American history, architecture, archaeology, and culture present in districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association; and it must: 
 


A. be associated with events that have made a contribution to the broad patterns of 
history; or,  


B. be associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or,  
C. embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 


that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that 
represent a significant or distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or,  


D. have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.539  


 
To be included in the NRHP, a property must meet one of the criteria for evaluation and must 
possess integrity. Integrity may be defined as the authenticity of a property’s historic identity as 
demonstrated by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the historic period of 
the property and is defined here as a characteristic of a property that both renders it significant to 
modern cultural groups and is representative enough of its historic quality so that a person from 
the represented period would theoretically be able to recognize its value as it exists today.  
 
A property that has retained the physical characteristics that it possessed in the past has the 
capacity to convey associations with historic patterns or persons, architectural or engineering 
design and technology, or information about a culture or people. Historic integrity is assessed by 
seven aspects described in National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation. The bulletin states “to retain historic integrity a property will always 
possess several, and usually most, of the aspects”. 540 These aspects are location, setting, design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. These aspects are described as: 
 
Location: The place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic 
event occurred.  
 
Setting: The physical environment of a historic property.  
 


 
539 Advisory Council for Historic Preservation. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.). 
540 P.W. Andrus. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. National Register Bulletin 15. (U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.), 44. 
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Design: The combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 
property.  
 
Materials: The physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of 
time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.  
 
Workmanship: The physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture of people during any 
given period in history or prehistory.  
 
Feeling: A property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period in time.  
 
Association: Association is the direct link between and important historic event or person and a 
historic property.  
 
Architectural properties are usually assessed under Criteria A, B, and C, whereas archaeological 
sites are typically evaluated under Criterion D; however, all of these criteria can be applied to 
both architectural and archaeological properties. 
 
Applying the NRHP Criterion for Evaluation in the Northville Historic District 
 
The Historic Contexts enumerated in Section 3.0 are those that Commonwealth identified during 
the research of the district that best represent the areas of historic importance in the Northville 
Historic District. Under Criterion A, which requires an association with event(s) that have made 
a broad contribution to the historic importance of the contributing resources, include commerce, 
education, funerary, government, healthcare, industry, religion, and 
social/recreation/entertainment. Resources identified under Criterion C include those that 
contribute based on their architecture, their association with an architect who may be considered 
a master at their trade or are buildings that may not be individually significant but that when 
considered as part of the group of resources that comprise the historic district, increases the 
historic value of the district.  


Although extensive research was carried out, Commonwealth only identified one building that 
was associated with the lives of persons significant in the community. While a number of 
important people lived or worked in the historic district, for the most part, the important work 
that they did was not represented by a standing building in the district (many, particularly those 
associated with early settlers, have been demolished or have been extensively altered). There is 
one building that was constructed by an earlier settler, and founder of Northville, Hiram Cady. 
This building, at 322 North Rogers Street, is also significant under Criterion B.  


The Northville Historic District was not evaluated for the potential for archaeological 
significance, but given its long history, this criterion for consideration should be evaluated.  
 
Period of Significance 
 
All resources within the Northville Historic District were evaluated for significance within the 
period of significance of the district, which is circa 1830 through 1968 (Section 2.4). 
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Evaluations 
 
In accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, the size, scale, design, and overall massing of the addition compared to the original 
structure was also taken into consideration, along with assessing which additions and new 
construction could potentially be removed while minimally harming historic materials.541 In 
evaluating the resources in the Northville Historic District, it is apparent that a number of 
buildings, particularly those in the residential sections of the district, have additions constructed 
outside the period of significance. In some cases, the scale of the additions overwhelms the 
original building. In these instances, the evaluation of the building’s status (contributing versus 
non-contributing) took into consideration how visible the changes were from the public right-of-
way.  


Those buildings with large additions that were readily apparent from the public right-of-way, 
such as those on corner parcels, were considered to possess lower integrity than resources with 
equally large additions that were obscured from view from the public right-of-way and not 
readily apparent. In several of these cases, the additions to resources on corner parcels 
overwhelmed the original, historic construction, whereas on parcels in the middle of the block, 
the large additions were mostly obscured from view by the original, historic block of the building 
and did not diminish the overall historic character.  


Furthermore, the ability the distinguish the new construction from the original construction was 
considered. If it is not possible to distinguish the difference between new construction and 
historic building materials, the resource was considered to fail to meet SOI Standard for 
Rehabilitation #3, which requires that  


each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, 
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such 
as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other 
buildings, shall not be undertaken.542   


Additionally, SOI Standard #5 requires that “distinctive materials, features, finishes, and 
construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be 
preserved.”543 This was often not the case for those buildings with extensive additions or 
renovations.  
 


 
541 Anne E. Grimmer. “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, with 
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings,” 
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf, accessed July 5, 2018. 
542 Grimmer. “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards,” 76. 
543 Grimmer. “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards,” 76. 



https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf
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4.1 Cady Street – East 


 
350 East Cady Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The residence located at 350 East Cady Street is located on the southeast corner of the East Cady 
Street and Griswold Street intersection. A public sidewalk stretches along the north and west 
boundaries of the lot. A driveway is accessible from East Cady Street, east of the residence. The 
driveway extends south with an additional access point off of Griswold Street.  
 
The gable-roofed, two-story, rectangular gable-front house is oriented perpendicular to East 
Cady Street. It has a single-story half-hipped roof enclosed porch on the north façade. A two-
story addition is attached to the south elevation at the back of the house. This addition is flush 
along the west elevation of the residence and extends past the east elevation of the original 
portion of the building, creating an additional ridgeline at the peak of the gabled-roofed addition. 
A lean-to addition is situated on the south elevation of the addition. A shed-roofed enclosed entry 
is attached at the southeast corner of the lean-to. The house is of wood frame construction 
covered in asbestos shingles painted light yellow with dark green trim. Raised garden beds 
surround the entire structure, concealing the foundation. 
 
The second story of the north elevation (front façade) retains its original paired, rectangular 
window openings with wide board trim. The windows have been replaced with four-over-four 
vinyl double-hung windows. The half-hipped enclosed porch has rectangular one over one, 
double-hung vinyl windows on the north, east, and west elevations. The porch windows on the 
east elevation are paired and flanked by undersized, solid shutters. The pedestrian door is offset 
to the east and is accessed by two wood steps. The east elevation of the building has an irregular 
fenestration pattern due to the later additions to the residence. Two bays on the lower level of the 
east and west elevations retain the original window openings that now house four over four, 
vinyl, double-hung windows. The two slider windows at the south end of the upper story are 
slightly offset from each other and have green shutters. An off-center pedestrian door is accessed 
by a small concrete porch. Each window has a simple, wide wooden window surround.  
 
A narrow, functional brick chimney extant on the west elevation of the residence, pierces the 
eave. The chimney shaft has been rebuilt with concrete blocks at the top, starting at the roofline.  
 
A gable-roofed detached garage is located southwest of the house, situated perpendicular to 
Griswold Street. The east elevation has a metal overhead door. A door is located on the north 
elevation, along with a set of windows which have been filled in. The building features wood 
novelty drop siding and is painted yellow to match the residence. The roof is covered in asphalt 
shingles that also match the residence. 
 
History 
This house was erected in 1870.544 Historically, the building’s address appears to have changed 
multiple times and was not included in city directories with its current number until the 1940s. 


 
544 City of Northville Assessor. 
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As of 1943, the house was the residence of the Markham family; Horace I., Amanda, Horace C., 
and Mazie M. Horace I. was a horse trainer, Horace C. a watchman, and Mazie was employed at 
Kotsey-Hayes Wheel Company.545 By 1951 the house was the residence of George L. and 
Dianne Spooner. Mr. Spooner was a sheet metal worker for J. Brody in Detroit.546 By 1960, Paul 
F. and Mamie D. Folino resided in the house. Mr. Folino was a serviceman and salesman for 
Fabiano Juke Box Company in Detroit.547 He remained in the house through the mid-1970s.548 
The house was purchased by the current owner, Richard Herbel, in 1991.549 
 
The house has been expanded by a small two-story rear addition, made sometime after 1942.550 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 350 East Cady Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
community development and C for architecture. 
 
The house at 350 East Cady Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The building’s exterior cladding has been replaced by asbestos shingles, 
but this was done during the period of significance and therefore has gained significance. Other 
alterations to the materials include the installation of vinyl replacement windows and enclosure 
of the porch, have diminished this area of integrity. Past demolitions have altered the integrity of 
setting, as neighboring resources are no longer extant and the house is largely isolated from other 
residences. However, the property overall conveys its integrity of feeling and association. It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
The garage appears to have been constructed within the period of significance. Although it is in a 
different location on the property compared to the 1942 Sanborn map, the footprint appears to be 
the same and was likely relocated on the property when the road was constructed.551 The garage 
retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a 
contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
456 East Cady Street, Foundry Flask & Equipment Company/ American Bell & Foundry 
Company (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The industrial building at 456 East Cady Street is located on the south side of East Cady Street 
where East Cady curves to the north to intersect East Main Street. The northeast portion of the 
surface parking lot is lined with trees. A sidewalk spans the façade and a paved parking lot is 
located to the west. 
 


 
545 R. L. Polk, Polk’s Plymouth/Northville City Directory, 1943. (Detroit: R. L. Polk & Co, 1943), 219. 
546 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 360. 
547 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
548 “City Council Minutes.” Northville Record, May 23, 1974, 30. 
549 City of Northville Assessor.  
550 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3 
551 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 6. 
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The industrial building has grown from the accumulation of three rectangular, and one L-shaped 
addition connected to the original structure. The original building was once part of the American 
Bell & Foundry Company and functioned as the furnace assembling & tin shop.552 The single-
story side-gable rectangular structure is oriented parallel to Cady Street and is composed of rock-
faced concrete blocks. Two gabled louvers with shutter vents sit on the roofline. The north 
elevation has ten bays, which appear to have been added after the initial construction and spaced 
in uneven intervals. These rectangular openings have been filled with concrete block and five 
bays contain shutter vents.  
 
The façade of the structure is part of a single-story L-shaped addition which was likely added in 
the 1960s and is constructed in the Mid-Century Modern style. This L-shaped addition is 
composed of brick and has a flat roof. The facade faces north, towards East Cady Street, and is 
recessed from the north elevation of the original rock-faced concrete block rectangular structure 
and wraps around the northwest corner of the central rectangular structure. The façade is 
composed of nine large rectangular single-light windows with three small rectangular transom 
windows in the center, above and to the east of the glass swing out entry door. The east elevation 
of the addition features five unevenly spaced window bays, with a large space between the 
northernmost window and the next window. Each bay has a recessed story-to-ceiling single-light 
window. The south elevation is not visible from the roadway. 
 
The central two-story rectangular concrete block building connects to the south elevation of the 
original structure. The building has a flat roof and the foundation is not visible but could be 
concrete. The north elevation of this central rectangular building has two large square exhaust 
shutters below the roofline on the west half of the building. The west elevation features seven 
twelve-light industrial metal windows. A large metal roofed ventilation hood is attached on this 
elevation and rests on the roof of the adjacent modern L-shaped addition. The south elevation of 
the central rectangular building connects to a two-story rectangular addition which has a flat roof 
that lines up with the adjacent building block. The south elevation of the building is not visible 
from the roadway.  
 
A concrete ell extends east from the rock-faced rectangular structure to connect to an additional 
rectangular addition situated on the east elevation of the two-story rectangular building. This ell 
has a flat roof with stepped parapets, and there is a single metal door on the northeast elevation. 
An overhead door provides access on the eastern half of this elevation.  
 
The two-story eastern rectangular addition is composed of concrete block and features a flat roof. 
The north elevation of the rectangular addition has a lean-to with a double swing out door at the 
northeast corner of the building. This elevation also has the Foundry Flask & Equipment 
Company logo painted below the roofline. The west and south elevation of this addition are not 
visible from the roadway.  
 
History 
The original concrete block building was erected on this site circa 1910 to house furnace 
assembling and a tin shop for the larger American Bell Foundry Company.553 The company had 


 
552 Sanborn Map, Northville, 1914, 3. 
553 Sanborn, Northville, 1914, 4. 
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a large facility located east of the small building. In the early 1940s the former bell foundry 
housed the J. H. Tool and Machine Company, which had its main facilities on Tireman Avenue 
in Detroit.554 As a subsidiary of the main company, the 456 East Cady facility housed a foundry 
that employed fifty to sixty individuals. In 1947 the property became Michigan Powdered Metal, 
which it remained until 1954 when it was sold to Allied Products Corporation.555 Much of the 
original bell foundry buildings were leveled by a fire in 1957, leaving the concrete block 
building at 456 East Main.556 
 
In 1964 the extant building onsite was purchased by John Weber to house the Foundry Flask & 
Equipment Company, which was previously located across the street at 455 East Cady.557 The 
foundry moved to the property so it could expand from its previous facilities, and the many 
additions to the original building likely date to this period. The additions were present as of a 
1964 aerial.558 The company has remained in the building as late as 2018. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 456 East Cady Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
association with Northville’s industry and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The industrial building at 456 East Cady Street retains integrity of design, and the footprint and 
fenestration pattern remain unaltered since the end of the period of significance (i.e. 1968). The 
building clearly expresses its historic associations as an industrial property that expanded and 
grew over time to suit its production needs and to meet increasing demands for its various 
products. The extant structures further convey the time periods in which they were constructed, 
from the circa 1914 American Bell & Foundry Company to the circa 1960 Mid-Century Modern 
addition. Overall, the property retains integrity of design, materials, location, setting, feeling, and 
association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
4.2 Cady Street – West 


 
NVA #17 West Cady Street, Oakwood Cemetery (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This cemetery is located within the Local Historic District of Northville, Michigan on the south 
side of West Cady Street. The Art House is located directly west of the cemetery and a public 
sidewalk spans the length of the northern edge. A chain link fence surrounds the cemetery and a 
set of decorative metal gates guard the entrance, which is placed near the western end of the 
parcel. A grassy two-track lane, which is no longer maintained and is blocked from vehicle 
entrance by a wood post, extends from West Cady Street, through the metal gates, and to the rear 
of the property. Tall evergreen and deciduous trees dot the site and provide a canopy that covers 
a large portion of the grounds. 


 
554 “Haller Buys Foundry Building.” Northville Record, July 13, 1945. 
555 “Haller Division,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 18-E. 
556 “Haller Division,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 18-E. 
557 “Foundry Flask & Equipment Co.,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 17-E. 
558 Aerial imagery, NETROnline, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer, accessed May 4, 2018. 
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A modern, wood plaque is placed on the fence to the east of the metal gates and reads: 
 


WELCOME 
TO 


OAKWOOD 
CEMETERY 


1808-1990 
 
The Michigan chapter of the National Society Daughters of the American Colonists erected a 
historic marker within the cemetery in 2017. It is placed within the cemetery, to the east of the 
entrance gates. 
 
Although the graves in the cemetery are oriented in all directions, a general trend is present: 
graves on the east side of the two-track are oriented to the west, and the graves on the west side 
of the two-track are oriented to the east. Many of the large, mature trees are also arranged along 
the sides of the two-track. 
 
The cemetery contains a wide variety of headstones placed between the early nineteenth and late 
twentieth century. These range from small, unornamented upright tablets to much larger, heavily 
ornamented tablets, and obelisks decorated with an assortment of carvings and religious symbols. 
One burial near the north end of the cemetery contains multiple headstones arranged in a crib-
like form. Grave marker materials are generally stone, including granite, marble, and limestone. 
Some family plots and significant memorials have been partitioned off by ornate metal fencing. 
Symbols on grave markers in the Oakwood Cemetery include shields, clasped hands, upward-
pointing hands, broken columns, bibles or books, flowers, and willow trees.  
 
War veterans from the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War have been laid to 
rest in the cemetery. An obelisk near the northern end of the cemetery, and to the east of the two-
track, has a modern plaque placed near the bottom. It reads: 
 


REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIER 
WILLIAM GREGORY 


1764   PRIVATE 1835 
MARKER PLACED BY  


GRAND RIVER TRAIL CHAPTER, NSDAR 
MAY 15, 2010 


 
History 
Land for the cemetery was donated by Daniel Cady and Martin Randolph.559 The earliest burials 
date to 1807–1808, while a sign at the cemetery’s entrance indicates the latest date to 1990. 
Many of Northville’s pioneers are interred within its grounds. A full context of the cemetery is 
provided in the historic context section of this report.  
 


 
559 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
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Evaluation 
The property at NVA #17 East Cady Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its representation of funerary practices in Northville.  
 
The Oakwood Cemetery is recommended as a contributing property to the Northville Historic 
District. The cemetery retains its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. 
 
215 West Cady Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This structure is located on the south side of West Cady Street. A public sidewalk is located 
north of the building which connects to the façade entry through a ground level cement porch 
slab. The porch is flanked by gardens which are surrounded by a low flagstone wall. A paved 
parking lot on the west elevation of the building can be accessed via a driveway on the south side 
of West Cady Street.  
 
This two-story side-gable rectangular brick structure has stylistic details of the Colonial Revival 
Style. These details include a projection in the center of the north façade where the entry is 
located and a two-story flat roof porch above the entrance, which is supported by three slim, 
square columns. The entryway is composed of a nine-light half-glass door which is surrounded 
by a transom and sidelights. The door surround features an entablature.  
 
A band of soldier bricks line the frieze on each elevation of the structure.  
 
Brick exterior wall-chimneys are located on the east and west gable end. These large chimneys 
are shouldered and have raised course decoration at the top and a concrete cap. The chimney on 
the east elevation interrupts the north roof slope, while the chimney on the west elevation 
interrupts the south roof slope. The entire roof is covered with asphalt shingles and there are no 
eave overhangs There are cornice returns on the east and west elevations.  
 
The fenestration pattern consists of double hung six-over-six vinyl windows placed at irregular 
intervals as well as glass block windows, and small double hung single-light window. The 
windows on the front, south elevation under the porch roof and to the west of the porch have 
projecting wood surrounds. On the second story of the west elevation is a pedestrian door 
accessed by a metal staircase with a small landing at the top.  
 
History 
Owned by the city, the building was erected in 1963 to house the Boy and Girl Scouts.560  It 
eventually became the Senior Center before housing the Northville Arts Commission as a 
community-based Art House, which it remains today. 
 


 
560 215 W Cady Street, Cady Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, 
Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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Evaluation 
The property at 215 West Cady Street is significant under National Register Criteria A for 
community development and its role in the social/recreation/entertainment activities of 
Northville and C for architecture. 
 
The property at 215 West Cady Street retains integrity of design, as the footprint and fenestration 
pattern have not been altered since it was constructed in 1963. The building also retains original 
materials. The property overall continues to convey integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
494 West Cady Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 494 West Cady Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the north side of the street on a small lot and is landscaped 
with small trees and ornamental plantings along the foundation. A sidewalk stretches along the 
south side of the property and a concrete paver driveway leads from West Cady Street along the 
east side of the property to a garage.  
 
The house is a two-story Gabled Ell that has a two-story rear addition and an attached garage, 
forming a roughly L-shaped footprint. The foundation is concrete block. The front-gabled roof is 
clad in asphalt shingles and is pierced by an external red brick chimney stack, with raised 
courses at the top, in the rear addition. The exterior walls of the house are clad in synthetic 
clapboard siding. The house also has a water table, corner boards, and frieze boards, all of which 
are wood and painted white. 
 
A one-story, open porch with a hipped roof flanks the east elevation of the front ell and abuts the 
south elevation of the projecting ell. It is accessed by four wood stairs and has square, wood 
columns with little ornamentation and square balustrades. The porch skirt is wood lattice. A 
second, smaller porch is located to the north (rear) of the projecting ell on the east elevation. It is 
incorporated into the house by a roof with two slopes: one extending from the east elevation, and 
one extending from the south elevation of the addition. This porch has square columns, no 
balustrades, and is accessed by four wood stairs. 
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a large, single-light window with a transom window centered 
on the first story of the gable end. This window is sheltered by a projecting hipped roof with 
large, decorative brackets and a scalloped bargeboard. Directly above the projecting roof are 
paired one-over-one wood windows that have the upper corners clipped and angled towards the 
center. These windows are capped by a window hood with a pointed arch pediment that steps 
downward near its ends. A recessed diamond decoration is found in the center of the arch.  
 
On the east elevation, sheltered by the porch, are a one-over-one window with clipped upper 
corners and a wood pedestrian door, which is located on the south elevation of the projecting ell. 
The door has a wood surround with an architrave that also steps downward near the ends. The 
gable of the ell contains the remaining fenestration on the original portion of the house. This 
includes a bay window with a hipped roof. Each window bay has a one-over-one wood window 
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with clipped upper corners. Directly above the bay are paired one-over-one windows with the 
same ornamentation as the second story window on the façade. A second pedestrian door is 
located on the east elevation of the rear addition, beneath the rear porch. This addition, which 
also projects to the east to incorporate the garage, contains several one-over-one windows. These 
windows do not have their upper corners clipped and feature simple surrounds with no hoods or 
ornamentation. 
 
The west elevation has two one-over-one windows on the first story. These windows have their 
upper corners clipped and feature window hoods that step downward near the ends. Two one-
over-one windows are located on the second story near the gabled ell that projects slightly to the 
west. The gabled ell has one one-over-one window on the second story. The rear addition 
appears to lack fenestration on the west elevation.  
 
A one-and-one-half-story, two-bay garage with two single-vehicle overhead doors is attached to 
the house at the east elevation of the rear addition. It has a side-gable roof with a front-gable 
dormer. The exterior siding is wood clapboards. The garage doors mimic the windows of the 
original house and have their upper corners clipped. A pair of small, square windows in the 
dormer are capped by a window hood that is identical to that on the second story of the house’s 
façade. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1901.561 The original address of the house, prior to circa 1940, was 276 
West Cady. After 1940, through the 1960s, the house was 496 West Cady. Historically, a one-
story component extended the length of the west elevation, which has since been removed.562  
The first residents were Mark and Metta Ambler.563  Mrs. Metta Ambler resided in the house 
alone by the late 1920s, having been widowed.564 Mrs. Ambler remained in the house into the 
early 1950s.565 In 1954, the interior of the house was remodeled, and an “apartment” was 
outfitted for Mrs. Ambler.566  By 1960, Ambler had moved out of the house and it was the 
residence of Henry and Valette Fallon. Mr. Fallon was a teacher at Whitmore Lake High 
School.567 Mrs. Ambler, died in 1971 at the age of 102.568 Circa 1988 the building was 
purchased by Douglas Crossman, who sold it to Wayne and Susan Presley in 2004.569 
 
The house has undergone some changes. As of 1942, the building included its original T-plan 
core, with a one-story addition spanning the west elevation. This addition was removed 
sometime in the ensuing years.570 By 2002, aerial photography reveals that the addition had been 
removed and the rear garage addition was under construction.571  


 
561 City of Northville Assessor. 
562 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
563 “News Around Northville,” Northville Record, December 2, 1954, 4. 
564 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1927. 
565 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 252. 
566 “News Around Northville,” Northville Record, December 2, 1954, 4. 
567 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
568 “Mrs. Ambler Dies.,” Northville Record, August 17, 1972, 16-A.  
569 City of Northville Assessor. 
570 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5;  
571 Aerial imagery, NETROnline, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer, accessed May 4, 2018. 
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Evaluation 
The house at 494 West Cady Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 494 West Cady Street maintains a good level of integrity of design, as its overall 
fenestration pattern has not changed and the addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, 
and massing of the property. Alterations to the materials, including the synthetic siding, has 
diminished this area of integrity; however, the siding maintains the appearance of historic 
materials. The integrity of workmanship is present in the door and window surrounds, and the 
property overall conveys its integrity of setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a 
contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
501 West Cady Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 501 West Cady Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the southwest corner of the intersection of West Cady Street and First 
Street. The property consists of a house and a detached garage located to the south of the house. 
A sidewalk stretches along the north and east sides of the property, a concrete driveway leads 
from First Street to near the southeast corner of the house, and a second concrete driveway leads 
from First Street to the garage, which faces east. Foundation plantings are present near the façade 
of the house and along the east elevation. 
 
The two-story house has a Gabled Ell form. A small, one-story addition is located on the south 
(rear) elevation. A one-story porch with a hipped roof sheathed in contemporary standing seam 
metal spans the east elevation from the façade to the projecting wing of the ell. A second porch is 
located on the east elevation of the rear addition and is incorporated into the addition by 
extending the roofline down with a slight change in slope. The foundation of the main block of 
the house is uncoursed stone and the gabled roof is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 
The exterior walls of the house are clad in synthetic siding, except for the portions of the east 
elevations that are covered by the porches and the gable peaks, which feature board and batten 
siding. The house is gray in color with white trim including cornerboards. The front porch has 
three brick half-piers that are slightly battered that support square, wood, battered columns. A 
wood balustrade with square balusters, which appear to be modern replacements, span the spaces 
between the columns, except for along the façade, where a short flight of steps flanked by brick 
knee walls with flat, concrete caps rises to the porch. Skirting under the porches matches the 
square balusters. A narrow exterior red brick chimney rises along the west elevation of the house 
and pierces the roof. 
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a large, single-light window centered on the first story that is 
sheltered by a hipped pent roof covered in black standing seam metal. Two four-over-one 
windows with narrow, unornamented surrounds are present on the second story, and an octagon 
window divided into nine lights is in the gable peak, which is sided in board and batten. The east 
elevation features asymmetrically spaced four-over-one windows. A wood pedestrian door with 
glass in the upper panel is placed near the rear of the porch. A second wood pedestrian door with 
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glass in the upper panel is located on the east elevation of the rear addition, sheltered by the 
porch. An octagon window is also located in the gable peak of the ell. Fenestration on the west 
elevation includes four-over-one windows in both stories. All of the windows are modern 
replacement windows that were installed ca. 2017.572 
 
The one-story, front-gabled garage at the rear of the property was likely constructed in the 1960s. 
The structure is clad in wood siding and has an asphalt shingle roof. Fenestration on the east 
elevation includes a single overhead vehicular door, and a pedestrian door and four-light window 
on the north elevation. 
 
History 
The house was erected in 1897.573 Originally, the rear cross-gable section of the house was only 
one story.574 Based on city directories, the house was historically 301 West Cady and changed to 
501 West Cady circa 1940. The earliest known residents were Harry F. and Nida Brainard, who 
resided in the house in 1927. Mr. Brainard worked as a salesman.575  In 1943 the house was 
occupied by Oscar Kuhn.576 As of 1951 the house was occupied by Lawrence H. and Marion 
LeFevre. Mr. LeFevre was a lineman for Detroit Edison Company in Farmington.577 The 
LaFevre family remained in the house through 1960.578 Since 2009 the house has been owned by 
its current owners, Kathryn and Alicia O’Reily.579 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 501 West Cady Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and C for architecture. 
 
The house at 501 West Cady Street maintains its architectural integrity, as its overall form and 
fenestration pattern has not changed. However, replacement siding has diminished the integrity 
of materials. The house also maintains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and 
association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage appears to have been built within the period of significance. It retains integrity of 
design, location, setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource 
to the Northville Historic District. 
  


 
572 City of Northville Assessor. 
573 City of Northville Assessor. 
574 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
575 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1927, 301. 
576 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 239. 
577 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 280. 
578 R. L. Polk, Polk’s Plymouth/Northville City Directory, 1960. (Detroit: R. L. Polk & Co, 1951). 
579 City of Northville Assessor. 
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4.3 Center Street – North 


 
105 North Center Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 105 North Center Street is located on the west side of the street 
within the central business district of Northville, Michigan. A public sidewalk is located east of 
the structure. The south and west elevations abut the commercial building at 101–103 North 
Center, and the north elevation abuts the commercial building at 107 North Center.  
 
The two-story, brick, Early Twentieth Century Commercial-style building has a rectilinear 
footprint and a flat roof. The façade is clad in yellow brick and has a parapet that steps upward in 
the center and is capped by a single row of header bricks and concrete coping. Sections of 
recessed brick form pilasters on the sides of the façade and define the fenestration bays on the 
second story. The central portion of recessed brick includes vertical bands of stretcher bricks and 
soldier bricks. An additional section of recessed brick spans the façade below the parapet and 
contains horizontal rows of soldier bricks, header bricks, and stretcher bricks. 
 
The door is located in a recessed entryway on the southern side of the façade. Three large display 
windows are located north of the pedestrian door and rest on brick bulkheads. A leaded glass 
transom spans the façade below a brick cornice. The brick cornice has a band of soldier bricks 
with surrounding bands of header bricks. A small, wood sign projects from the center of the 
cornice. 
 
The second story has two fenestration bays. Each bay has a pair of eight-light windows that are 
topped by a fanlight. The lower lights in the northern window have been replaced with a hopper 
window. Each window has an arched hood of two rows of header bricks and a lug sill formed by 
a single row of header bricks.  
 
History 
Historical newspaper references indicate this building was erected circa 1927 after demolishing 
an older commercial building.580 In 1930, a bar owned by Sam Natisch opened in this 
location.581 By 1943 it had changed hands to Floyd G. Schafer and was known as a beer garden, 
which it remained through the early 1950s.582 This became Barney’s Bar by the mid-1950s.583 
By 1960 the tavern had become Ramsey’s Bar, which it remained through 1970.584  
 
Evaluation 
The property at 105 North Center Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
commerce and community development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 


 
580 “Historic Building Tumbles for New,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 7-E. 
581 “Ramsey’s Bar.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 24-E. 
582 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 239. 
583 Northville Historical Society, “Northville Record North Center”, circa 1955. 
584 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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The commercial building at 105 North Center Street is a good example of an Early Twentieth 
Century Commercial-style building. The building retains integrity of design, as the overall 
fenestration pattern has not been altered and it retains the same footprint as originally 
constructed. The building retains original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is 
expressed through the overall construction and use of decorative brickwork. The building retains 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations 
as a commercial building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 
107 North Center Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 107 North Center Street is located on the west side of the street, 
within the central business district of Northville, Michigan. A public sidewalk is located east of 
the structure., and a paved parking lot is located to the west. The south elevation abuts the 
commercial building at 105 North Center Street, and the north elevation abuts the commercial 
building at 109 North Center. 
 
The two-story, red brick, Classical Revival-style structure has a rectilinear footprint and a flat 
roof. Limestone block pilasters are located on the north and south corners of the façade and 
stretch from the foundation to a cornice. The cornice is clad in green metal panels. 
 
The storefront features a centrally placed, recessed entryway. The pedestrian door is flanked by 
twelve-light sidelights and large display windows. The display windows are separated by square 
columns rising from wood bulkheads to a transom. The prism glass transom spans the entire 
façade and is topped by a cornice with wide, wood panels.  
 
The second story has three evenly spaced fenestration bays. Each bay features a pair of ten-light 
casement windows with a limestone window surround. The large upper portion of the surround 
has a highly decorative terra cotta panel with a flower and acanthus leaves on a stippled 
background. The limestone slip sills are placed above spandrels with bricks laid in soldier 
courses. A small, diamond-shaped tile with a floral motif is centered in each spandrel. 
 
History 
Historically, circa 1927, the address of this location was 109 North Center Street.585 The former 
building at this location was sold to Nelson Schrader, who owned the funeral parlor/furniture 
store next-door at present-day 109–111 North Center.586 Mr. Schrader had the old wood-framed 
building demolished in 1927 and replaced it with the extant “brick fireproof structure.”587  
 
On June 13, 1931, Frank Woodworth’s notions store was in the building.588 The five and dime 
was managed by Gerald Woodworth, presumably a relative of the owner. At the time, Schrader 
Furniture was occupying the second story. By 1943 the space had become a hardware store 


 
585 “Historic Building Tumbles for New,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 7-E. 
586 “Historic Building Tumbles for New,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 7-E. 
587 “Historic Building Tumbles for New,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 7-E. 
588 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 205; “D & C Stores, Inc.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 19-E. 
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owned by Richard J. Hammermeister.589 As of 1951, George Clark is listed as owner.590  In the 
mid-1950s through 1970s, the building housed the Northville Hardware.591 In the early 2000s, 
the building was occupied by Ultimate Toys & Gifts. The toy store moved out in 2001 and 
owners Mandy Wilson and Betsy Northrop (a daughter and mother team) renovated the 
storefront.592 According to Northrop, Wilson’s mother, most of the city block was originally 
owned by her grandfather. The goal of the renovation was to make the first story symmetrical 
with the second story. This included a new wood-paneled signboard, extending the limestone 
panels on the second story to the first story, and replacing of some of the building’s original glass 
tile. The renovation was designed by M. Sullivan of Redesign, LLC and completed by Acheson 
Contracting. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 107 North Center Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
commerce and community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The commercial building at 107 North Center Street is a good example of a Classical Revival-
style building. The building retains integrity of design, as the overall fenestration pattern has not 
been altered and it retains the same footprint as originally constructed. The building retains 
original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through the overall 
construction and brick and limestone ornamentation. The building retains integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a commercial 
building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
109–115 North Center Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 109–115 North Center Street is located on the west side of the street, 
within the central business district of Northville, Michigan. A public sidewalk is located east of 
the structure, and a paved parking lot located on the west elevation. The south elevation abuts the 
commercial building at 107 North Center Street, and the north elevation abuts the commercial 
building at 119 North Center.  
 
The two-story, brick Italianate structure features an irregular footprint and a flat roof. The west 
(rear) elevation has a two-story addition that it shares with the building at 119 North Center; the 
northern portion of the addition extends slightly past the southern half. An ornate cornice spans 
the façade. It has large, wood brackets with peaked tops placed on the sides and in the center. 
Small, singly placed brackets line the cornice between the larger brackets. 
 
The building has two storefronts and a secondary entrance on the northern end of the facade. The 
storefronts also share a wood cornice with the same ornamentation as the upper cornice. This 
cornice is capped by a small, metal pent roof. The two storefronts have identical layouts; 
however, the northern storefront is narrower. Each storefront has a recessed entryway with a 


 
589 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 239. 
590 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 324. 
591 Northville Historical Society, “Northville Record North Center”, circa 1955. 
592 Lon Huhman, “Center Street building gets a facelift,” Northville Record, September 26, 2001. 
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pedestrian door that is flanked by large display windows resting on wood bulkheads. The 
bulkheads have panels of molding and rest on limestone sills. Glass transoms are located above 
the display windows, and small modillions are placed between the transom lights. An additional 
pedestrian door is located on the northern end of the façade, which also has a glass transom.  
 
The second story features six fenestration bays, each with a one-over-one windows. The 
windows rest on lug sills and have segmentally arched hoods formed by two rows of header 
bricks. The small, wood tympanum between the hood and the upper sash have small bullseyes in 
the center.  
 
The west (rear) elevation is constructed of concrete block. A small set of concrete steps and a 
concrete ramp lead to a pair of pedestrian doors in the northern half of the elevation. The doors 
are sheltered by an awning. Two pairs of single-light windows with transom are located to the 
north of the door. A second pedestrian door is placed in the southern half, and a pair of single-
light windows with transoms is located to its south. Fenestration on the second story includes six 
one-over-one windows. 
 
History 
The building was erected in 1888 and for much of this building’s history, it was an 
undertaking/funeral home and furniture store. The histories of the two separate storefronts are 
detailed below. 
 
109 North Center Street 
In 1888 Sands & Porter Furniture and Undertaking business opened in the building.593 Owned by 
John Sands and M. A. Porter, Mr. Sands had been in the business since 1854 and was joined by 
Mr. Porter in 1884.594 By the early twentieth century the partnership had been dissolved and the 
business was M. A. Porter Furniture and Undertaking.  
 
In 1907, Nelson C. Schrander, Sr. and his brother, Fred Schrader purchased Porter’s business.595 
The brothers had operated a furniture and undertaking business in nearby Plymouth since 1904. 
The Northville location became managed by Nelson, and the Plymouth by Fred. The Northville 
furniture store occupied the second story of both 109 and 111 storefronts, while the funeral 
business was on the first story of south storefront. 596 
 
By the early 1940s, all of 109–111 North Center was part of Schrader Furniture Store, labeled as 
111 North Center. The funeral arm of the business was moved next-door to 113 North Center 
Street; (119 North Center as of 2018).597 
 
By the 1950s the original Schrader building had been remodeled, with an updated mid-century 
storefront, awning with mounted lettering, replacement windows, and removal of the cornice.598  


 
593 Eagle, Suburban Village, 24. 
594 Eagle, Suburban Village, 24. 
595 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “109 and 111 North Center (Simply Wine / Haven),” email to 
Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
596 Sanborn, Northville, 1909, 2. 
597 Northville Historical Society, Photograph, North Center Street, circa 1946. 
598 Northville Historical Society, “Northville Record North Center”, circa 1955. 
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111 North Center Street 
As of 1893, the north half of the building contained a store selling boots and shoes.599 By 1899 
the business had changed to a grocery store, which remained in business through 1909.600 By 
1914 it had become a pool room.601 This half of the building has been incorporated into the 
Schrader funeral chapel and furniture store business by 1942.602 The Schrader Furniture store 
continued for three generations in Northville before closing entirely on March 30, 1988.603 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 109–115 North Center Street is significant under National Register Criterion A 
for commerce and community development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The commercial building at 109–115 North Center Street retains integrity of design, as the 
overall fenestration pattern has not been altered. Further, the rear addition has not impacted the 
scale, massing, and proportion of the building and is easily distinguishable from the original 
building as a result of the different materials used for construction. The building also retains 
original materials. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the cornices and overall 
construction of the block. The building also retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a downtown commercial building. It is 
recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
119 North Center Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 119 North Center Street is located on the west side of the street, 
within the central business district of Northville, Michigan. A public sidewalk is located east of 
the structure and a paved parking lot is located to the west. The south elevation abuts the 
building at 109–115 North Center, and the north elevation abuts 121 North Center. 
 
The two-story, Neoclassical Revival-style building has a rectilinear footprint and a flat roof. A 
two-story addition is placed on the west (rear) addition and is shared with the building at 109–
115 South Center Street. The façade in sheathed in limestone panels, while the north elevation is 
brick. 
 
The façade has four two-story fluted pilasters with square capitals that rise from the foundation 
to the cornice and define the fenestration bays. The pilasters have square limestone pedestals, 
which are spalling and appear to have been damaged by salt, and capitals with carved floral 
motifs. A wide, unornamented frieze spans between the capitals. The cornice is a modest, 
unornamented series of limestone blocks. The entrance is located on the southern end of the east 
elevation and features a pedestrian door in a slightly recessed bay with a concave hood that 
slopes inward. A pair of metal lanterns flanks the entrance. A pair of large display windows are 


 
599 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 3. 
600 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 1899, 3. 
601 Sanborn, Northville, 1914, 2. 
602 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 2. 
603 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “109 and 111 North Center (Simply Wine / Haven),” email to 
Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
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located in the center of the façade and rest on limestone bulkheads. A single-light display 
window is located in the northern end, above a section of limestone resting on a granite 
bulkhead. All of the windows appear to be replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the second story includes four single-light windows. Two windows are located in 
the central bay, and a single window is placed in each of the outer bays. The windows have sills 
with dentils, and decorative panels are located in the spandrels. The outer bays have small, 
square panels, while the long, central panel features a carved shield, wreaths, flowers, and 
cherubs.  
 
A window opening in the second story of the north elevation has been filled with glass blocks. 
The west (rear) elevation shares the concrete, two-story addition with the building at 109–115 
North Center, where it is described further. 
 
History 
Originally 121 North Center Street and later 113 North Center, the building was erected in 1926 
to house the Schrader Funeral Chapel.604 It was of brick construction with a stone veneered 
façade.605 The interior was remodeled only twelve years later, in 1938. The remodel was 
designed by local architect, Thomas W. Moss.606 The interior sought to create a “homey” 
atmosphere with “comfort and domesticity.” It included a family room, display room, a chapel 
with a curved wall to accommodate caskets, a music room with an Estey organ, a casket display 
room, and an apartment for the embalmer. The chapel also boasted a modern amenity, air 
conditioning.  
 
The Schrader’s moved the funeral parlor in 1943, and 119 North Center became another addition 
to their furniture retail space.607 By the mid-1950s the storefronts of 109–111 and 119 North 
Center had been remodeled to share a continuous modern storefront.608 The new storefront 
featured a metal signboard, and a flat canopy supporting free-standing letters. 
 
City directories indicated that the building was at onetime 113 North Center Street. As of 1960 
the building housed part of Schrader Furniture; sharing space in adjacent 111 North Center. The 
building also housed three other tenants, likely on the second story. These included the City 
Attorney’s office, Northville Driving Club, and the law office of Phillip R. Ogilvie.609 The 
addresses were not listed in the 1970 Directory.610 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 119 North Center Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
commerce and community development and Criterion C for architecture.  
 


 
604 “Built in 1926; Remodeled in 1938; - That’s Progress.” Northville Record, July 15, 1938, 7. 
605 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 3. 
606 “Beauty, Comfort Placed Foremost in Planning Schrader Funeral Chapel.” Northville Record, July 15, 1938, 7. 
607 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018 
608 Northville Historical Society, “Northville Record North Center”, circa 1955. 
609 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
610 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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The commercial building at 119 North Center Street retains integrity of design, as the overall 
fenestration pattern has not been altered. Further, the rear addition has not impacted the scale, 
massing, and proportion of the building and is easily distinguishable from the original building 
as a result of the different materials used for construction. The building also retains original 
materials. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the pilasters and ornamentation. 
The building also retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly 
conveys its historic associations as a downtown commercial building. It is recommended as a 
contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
145 North Center Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 145 North Center Street is in the commercial downtown area of Northville, 
Michigan. It is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of North Center Street and 
West Dunlap Street. A concrete sidewalk spans the east and north sides of the property, and the 
area surrounding the buildings in the property is mostly concrete and concrete pavers. 
Ornamental plantings are placed near the buildings and small trees line the streets. 
 
The property consists of a circa 1885 church with two large, modern additions on the east 
elevation, forming a roughly U-shaped footprint; however, the northern addition is separated 
from the main church building by a narrow sidewalk. The southern addition continues to the 
west, spanning the south elevation of the main block of the church.  
 
The main block of the church has an irregular footprint with a cross-gable roof that is sheathed in 
asphalt shingles. A tall, square tower is located on the east elevation, near the façade. A one-
story, shed-roofed section is placed on the east elevation to the north of the tower, and a small, 
one-story addition extends from the east elevation adjacent to the southern addition. A narrow, 
addition with a standing-seam metal shed roof is placed on the west elevation, and a portico is 
located near the rear of this elevation in a two-story addition. The walls of the church are clad in 
a brick with wood octagon shingles in the gable peaks. The foundation is concrete block. The 
tower has lower walls clad in brick, while the upper sections are clad in wood.  
 
The main entrance to the church is placed in the one-story addition on the southern end of the 
east elevation. This includes a pair of glass pedestrian doors in a portico with round, unfluted 
columns. The east elevation also has a pair of Gothic-arched windows with stone lug sills in the 
gable end, and a narrow, Gothic-arched window is placed to the north of the pair. A trefoil 
window is located near the gable peak. The tower has several window openings that have been 
infilled, including a trefoil window in its second story that has been filled with painted wood, and 
a Gothic-arched window on the first story. A Gothic-arched louvered window is placed on the 
upper story of the tower. Two Gothic-arched windows have also been infilled on the northern 
one-story addition. The infilled windows still retain their lug sills. 
 
The north elevation of the church, which fronts on West Dunlap Street, has three Gothic-arched 
windows on the first story of the gable end. These are sheltered by a small balcony with a metal 
balustrade that is supported by four round, unfluted columns resting on square, brick piers. 
Centrally placed in the gable is a pair of tall, narrow windows that are topped by a Gothic-arched 
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window with ornamental tracery. A narrow, one-over-one window with a Gothic-arched transom 
window is placed to either side of the pair. These windows have modest surrounds with slightly 
projecting hoods. Additional fenestration on the north elevation includes two closely placed 
Gothic-arched windows with lug sills located to the west of the gable end.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a pedestrian door that is sheltered by the shed-roofed 
addition. Gothic-arched windows are present in the first story and in the upper story of the 
central gable peak. Circular windows with an inset square panel is placed in the northernmost 
gable peak and above the Gothic windows in the central gable peak. A trefoil window is also 
placed in the peak of the central gable. The rear addition has a pedestrian door sheltered by the 
portico and a second pedestrian door on the second story of its north elevation opens onto an 
elevated deck. Additional fenestration includes one-over-one windows, and many of the window 
openings have been infilled with brick. 
 
The large additions were constructed in 2001. They have cross-gabled roofs sheathed in asphalt 
shingles. Both have brick veneer walls resting on a concrete block foundation. The gable peaks 
have hexagonal and rectangular slate shingles. Fenestration varies, and consists mainly of large, 
glass pedestrian doors and large plate-glass windows, some with transoms.  
 
History 
Historically, the building on property included the Methodist Episcopal Church and a residence. 
Today, the former church is part of a modern commercial complex, with the main building 
located east of the church building, fronting 145 North Center Street.  
 
The original church building has been remodeled and altered numerous times. The building was 
first erected in 1885–1886.611  In 1893 the steeple was erected to house the town clock, a gift 
from Solomon Gardiner.612  It was dedicated in July of that year. Due to structural instability, the 
clock tower was rebuilt in 1960.613  As of 1989 the clock was extant in the building. The building 
was converted to a restaurant in 1972 following the church’s departure. The Gothic Revival 
woodwork on the interior was retained.614 
 
In 2001 the present commercial complex was erected, known as the Old Church Square.615  
 
Evaluation 
The buildings at 145 North Center Street are not significant under any of the National Register 
Criteria. The property at 145 North Center Street is recommended as a non-contributing resource 
to the Northville Historic District due to the extensive loss of historic integrity. Recent 
alterations (circa 2001) have included the construction of very large additions to the side and rear 
of the church that have significantly altered the scale, proportion, and massing of the property. 
Other alterations include the construction of several small additions on the east and west 


 
611 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 33. 
612 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 33. 
613 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 33. 
614 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 284. 
615 Photo. “Construction work continues…” Northville Record, August 9, 2001. 







 


4-22 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


elevations and the infilling of the original window openings. The church lacks integrity of 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
4.4 Dubuar Street 


 
406 Dubuar Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 406 Dubuar Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan, and consists of a house and a detached garage located to the rear of the house. The 
house is located on the north side of the street and a sidewalk stretches along the south side of 
the property, a walkway of brick pavers leads from the sidewalk to the front of the house, and a 
concrete driveway leads from Dubuar Street along the east side of the house to the garage. 
Foundation plantings are present near the façade and west elevation of the house. 
 
This house is a one-and-one-half-story bungalow with Craftsman-style details. The house has a 
rectilinear footprint with a large, open porch spanning the façade. The north roof slope extends 
downward over the porch, incorporating it into the building. The side-gabled roof of the house is 
sheathed in asphalt shingles and has braces under the eaves of the gables. The foundation of the 
house is rock-faced concrete block and the exterior walls on the first story are clad in wood 
siding, while the gables and dormer have wood shingles arranged to appear as clapboards; the 
two types of siding are separated by a large, wood stringcourse. The façade (south) roof slope is 
pierced by a gable dormer with braces and exposed rafter tails. A shouldered red brick chimney 
rises along the exterior of the west elevation and also pierces the south roof slope.  
 
Red brick forms the porch foundation and extends past the porch deck to form knee walls. The 
brick extends slightly upwards to form piers at the southeast and southwest corners of the porch. 
Short, wide, battered columns extend between two brick piers to the entablature of the porch, 
which arches shallowly on all three sides. Each column also has a bracket extending to the side 
to the fascia board. A wood set of stairs is placed near the east side of the porch and is flanked by 
brick knee walls on both sides. 
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a pedestrian door with sidelights on the east side of the porch 
and a string of four four-over-one windows to the west of the door. The upper sashes are tall, 
with narrow vertical lights. The remaining fenestration on this elevation includes a string of three 
four-over-one windows in the dormer. All windows have plain wood surrounds with no 
ornamentation.  
 
Fenestration on the first story of the west elevation includes a four-over-four window on each 
side of the chimney that is placed near the top of the first story. A triple window that features 
five-over-one center window flanked by four-over-one windows is placed at the center of the 
elevation, and a pair of four-over-one windows is located to the north (rear) of the triple 
windows. A pair of one-over-one windows is located in the second story in the center of the 
gable peak and features a surround that is slightly wider than those on the façade. A small, 
louvered opening is present at the top of the gable peak.  
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Fenestration on the east elevation includes a pedestrian door near the center and a window within 
the foundation wall to the south of the door. Several windows are aligned along the top of the 
first story and include a two-over-two window, a pair of three-over-one windows, and a four-
over-one window. Two asymmetrically spaced windows are located in the gable peak; both are 
one-over-one windows.  
 
The rear garage is a one-story structure with a front-gabled roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. It 
has a concrete foundation and wood clapboard siding. The south elevation has a two-bay 
overhead garage door with small windows placed across the top.  
 
History 
The house was erected in 1925.616 A 1926 Sanborn map illustrates that the building’s footprint 
has not changed since its construction.617 As of 1931, the house was home to Rev. Leo C. and 
Hilda Eickstaedt. The reverend was pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, which was 
located at the corner of Elm and High Streets (outside of the historic district).618 By 1943 
residency had changed to Harry C. and Lillian C. Duerson. Mr. Duerson was a salesman.619 By 
1951 Jesse and Irene Boyd resided in the house. Mr. Boyd was a supervisor at Ford motor 
Company.620 The Boyds remained in the house through 1970.621 The building was owned by 
Ralph and Phyllis Schade at the time of recordation.622 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 406 Dubuar Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for community 
development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 406 Dubuar Street is an excellent example of a bungalow constructed in the 
Craftsman style. Craftsman-style houses were very popular between 1905 and 1930, and typical 
features include rectilinear plans, low-pitched gable roofs with wide eave overhangs and braces, 
grouped windows, and large porches with battered (sloping) columns. This house includes many 
of these features in a way that clearly identifies the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 406 Dubuar Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original 
footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property 
maintains many original materials. The house and garage retain integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a 
specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District. 
 
  


 
616 City of Northville Assessor. 
617 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
618 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 196. 
619 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 203. 
620 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 256. 
621 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
622 City of Northville Assessor. 
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430 Dubuar Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 430 Dubuar Street is a contemporary home. It is in a residential neighborhood west 
of downtown Northville, Michigan. The house is on the north side of the street on a large lot and 
has ornamental plantings along the foundation. A sidewalk stretches along the south side of the 
property and a concrete driveway leads from Dubuar Street along the west side of the property to 
an attached garage located at the rear of the property. A concrete walkway leads from the 
sidewalk to the front porch of the house. 
 
The two-story house resembles the Craftsman style and has an irregular footprint that consists of 
a main block with a rectilinear footprint and a long, narrow, extension to the north. An asphalt-
covered side-gabled roof has a large gable dormer that spans nearly the entire width of the 
second story of the façade. A side-gabled porte cochere projects from the west elevation. A large, 
open porch spans the width of the façade, and features square columns resting on large, square, 
brick piers. The first story and porch are clad in brick and the second story is sheathed in 
composite shingles. A one-story addition extends from the rear of the northeast corner of the 
house to a one-and-one-half story, front-gabled garage with large, gable dormers on the east and 
west elevations. 
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a centrally placed door with side lights and a large transom, 
and two pairs of three-over-one windows, symmetrically spaced on each side of the door. 
Fenestration in the dormer includes a string of four three-over-one windows, which are covered 
by a mansard roof projecting from the wall of the dormer, and one three-over-one window near 
each end of the dormer. Fenestration on the remaining elevations includes a mix of three-light 
windows, three-over-one window, two-over-one windows, and two-light windows.  
 
Ornamentation on the house includes visible rafter tails in the soffits and decorative brackets. 
The posts in the porch and porte cochere are slightly battered, and an uncoursed stone planter 
spans the porch on both sides of the concrete stairs. 
 
History 
The house was built in 2010.623 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 430 Dubuar Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. It 
was constructed in 2010 and falls outside the period of significance for the district. It is 
recommended as a non-contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 


 
623 City of Northville Assessor. 
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4.5 Dunlap Street – East 


 
143 East Dunlap Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The small, commercial building at 143 East Dunlap Street is located within the central business 
district of Northville, Michigan, on the northwest corner of the East Dunlap Street and Hutton 
Street intersection. A public sidewalk spans the façade and paved parking lots surround the 
remaining three elevations. 
 
The one-story, Mid-Century Modern bank has an irregular footprint. The overall footprint is 
rectilinear, with the southeastern corner projecting to the east, a small projection located near the 
center of the east elevation, and two small projections on the west elevation. The front façade is 
the short end of the rectangle and faces Dunlap Street. The building has a flat roof with wide, 
overhanging eaves and visible rafters on the east and west elevations; the roof on the west 
elevation extends to cover a drive-through lane. The walls of the building are clad in an orange-
red, running bond brick. The east and west elevations have narrow, recessed portions that extend 
the full height of the wall, dividing the elevations into a series of brick panels that act as a simple 
decorative element. The brick walls on these elevations have concrete coping across the top, 
along with blue, rectangular solid panels separated by aluminum supports placed just under the 
roof line. The underside of the wide eaves is painted white and the rafter tails are painted dark 
gray. A decorative honeycomb brick screen wall with concrete cap surrounds the heating and 
cooling equipment on the north elevation.  
 
The façade has an entryway placed in the eastern half. It contains a glass pedestrian door and a 
large, single-light window on each side that extends to the ground. The door and windows each 
have a single-light transom. The glass is set in aluminum frames. Three of these windows extend 
to the east elevation where they protrude in a slight bay. On the western half of the façade is a 
centered, metal night-drop box.  
 
An ATM is placed in a projecting section in the middle of the east elevation. The roof extends 
outward above it to provide shelter for automobiles. It is flanked on the north by a solid metal 
pedestrian door. The west elevation has two metal and glass teller windows placed in projecting 
sections in the north and south ends.  
 
History 
The extant building was erected to house a drive-in office of Manufacturers National Bank in 
1962.624 In the 1950s and 1960s Manufacturers National Bank made major acquisitions, 
including the Detroit United Bank and Industrial National Bank.625 During the postwar period, 
there was a push for banks to establish automobile-oriented branch banks, known as drive-thrus. 


 
624 Photograph. “Old Scout Building,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 18-B. 
625 Branch Banks in Detroit, Michigan 1889-1970. National Register of Historic Places Nomination. 2016. 
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The trend was also to build smaller banks that were less pompous in style and more family-
oriented to attract baby boomer families. As of 2018 it is a branch of Comerica Bank. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 143 East Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
commerce and Northville’s community development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The commercial building at 143 East Dunlap Street is a good example of a Mid-Century 
Modern-style bank building. The building retains integrity of design, as the overall fenestration 
pattern has not been altered and it retains the same footprint as originally constructed. The 
building retains original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through the 
overall construction and use of a large bank of windows. The building retains integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a 
commercial building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic 
District. 
 


4.6 Dunlap Street – West 


 
132 West Dunlap Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 132 West Dunlap Street is in a commercial section of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is located on the northeast corner of the intersection of West Dunlap Street 
and North Wing Street. A sidewalk stretches along the south and west sides of the property, a 
paved driveway leads from West Dunlap Street to a detached garage, a concrete walkway leads 
from West Dunlap Street to the façade, and a concrete walkway leads from North Wing Street to 
the west elevation. The property has foundation plantings along the façade, east, and west 
elevations. A highly ornamental, metal lamp post is located to the front of the building and holds 
a wood business sign. A sign shaped like a pocket watch hangs from a decorative metal bracket 
in the gable of the facade porch. A clock within an ornamental metal casing also hangs from a 
metal bracket on the eastern porch post. 
 
The house is a one-and-one-half-story Gabled Ell with Gothic Revival-style features. It currently 
functions as a commercial building. The house has several additions, resulting in an overall 
irregular footprint. A one-story, gabled-roof section is placed on the north elevation of the side-
gabled ell. A one-story, shed-roofed addition spans the north elevations of the main block and 
the one-story gabled section. A gable-front porch is placed on the façade of the side-gabled ell, 
and a small, one-story porch with a bellcast roof is centrally located on the west elevation of the 
front-gabled ell.  
 
The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. Wall dormers pierce the roof on the side-gabled façade 
and on the west elevation of the gable-front. An external narrow, red brick chimney stack rises 
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along the east elevation of the side gable. The exterior walls are clad in wood clapboards. The 
entire house is painted white with no trim color. The foundations of the main block of the house 
and the rear, gabled section were precluded from view by the surrounding foundation plantings. 
The shed-roofed addition has a concrete block foundation. Wide panels of decorative bargeboard 
with cut out patterns are placed in the gable peaks of the gabled ell and in the peaks of the wall 
dormers.  
 
The porch on the façade is accessed by several replacement concrete steps with c. 1960 
“wrought-iron” metal balustrades. Square, unfluted columns stretch from the decking to the roof, 
and modest 1 x 4 wood balustrades, closely aligned separated only by a narrow gap, stretch 
between the columns. The porch shelters two doors, one on the side-gabled façade that serves as 
the main entrance to the building, and the other on the east elevation of the front-gabled ell that 
is a funeral door. The wood door on the side-gabled ell has a large, oblong, central glass panel. 
This door has a surround with square pilasters that reach to an entablature with several bands of 
molding. The solid wood funeral door features arching upper panels and rectangular lower 
panels, all of which have several bands of molding. This door also features a surround with 
pilasters and an entablature. The porch also shelters two windows, one on each side of the main 
door. The window to the east of the door has four-over-four lights. The window to the west of 
the door has a four-light upper sash and the lower sash was covered by a temporary sign. Both 
windows have surrounds with pilasters and entablatures.  
 
Additional fenestration on the façade includes paired one-over-one windows in the dormer of the 
side-gabled ell. The windows share a wood surround that features a lug sill, square pilasters with 
scrollwork on the bottom and in the capitals, and a steeply sloping pediment that has ornamental 
scrollwork along its top and a diamond-shaped panel below its peak. The front-gabled ell has a 
single fenestration bay with a pair of windows on each story. The first-story windows are wood 
with four-over-four double-hung configurations. The windows share a surround with square 
pilasters with scrollwork capitals and a pediment with two shallowly sloping peaks that have 
scrollwork beneath the peaks. The upper windows also have four-over-four, double-hung, wood 
sashes and share a wood surround with a lug sill, pilasters with scrollwork, and a pediment with 
two steeply sloping peaks. The pediments appear to partially cover the upper lights of the upper 
sashes, and the pediments have ornamental scrollwork above the peaks. 
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes a canted bay window that is topped by a bellcast roof 
with decorative bargeboard with pendants. A single window opening is placed in the southeast 
side a pair of windows is placed in the east side. The windows were partially obscured by the 
surrounding vegetation, but the upper sashes have four lights. A pair of four-over-four windows 
is placed in the gable peak. These windows have a wood surround that features the same motif as 
the surround in the front-gable peak, including the pediments that partially cover the upper 
sashes. A window opening that is also mostly obscured by vegetation is located in the rear 
gabled section. The sashes are not visible, but it features a pediment with scrollwork above and 
below the peak.  
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Fenestration on the first story of the west elevation includes a centrally placed pedestrian door 
within the small porch. The porch has two concrete steps and concrete decking, and the roof has 
decorative bargeboard in a delicate cut out pattern with pendants. Fluted, engaged columns are 
located on the wall of the house and have capitals that support highly decorative brackets. On the 
outer corners of the porch, the columns have been replaced with narrow, “wrought-iron” metal 
posts with a diamond pattern. The solid wood pedestrian door has upper arched panels and 
rectangular lower panels, all of which have several bands of molding. The door is placed in a 
surround with narrow pilasters with scrollwork for capitals and a pediment with scrollwork 
below the peak. There is a wood frame storm door with an eight-light glass panel. A single 
window is located to the south of the porch, and two closely spaced windows are to the north of 
the porch. The windows all have four-over-four, double-hung, wood sashes and wood surrounds 
with lug sills, pilasters with scrollwork on the bottom and in the capital, and pediments with 
scrollwork above and below the peaks. Paired four-over-four windows are located in the dormer 
that has a surround with the same motif as that found in the façade gable. A pair of small, single-
light, square windows with unornamented surrounds are located to each side of the dormer, in 
the upper story. A one-over-one window with an architrave is placed in the west elevation of the 
shed-roofed section.  
 
A pair of four-over-four windows with a surround with the same motif as found in the façade 
gable is located in the rear gable of the main block. A one-over-one window is located to its east. 
A pair of one-over-one windows is located in the gable peak of the one-story ell and shares a 
surround like that in the other gables; however, it lacks scrollwork beneath the pediments.  
 
The detached garage is a one-story building located at the northeast corner of the property. It has 
a rectilinear footprint and a pyramidal roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. The exterior walls have 
wood clapboards. Two pairs of large, wood, hinged doors that open outward are located in the 
south elevation. A pedestrian door is placed in the west elevation. The garage was constructed 
between 1926 and 1942, falling within the period of significance of the Northville Historic 
District.626 
 
History 
The house was built circa 1858–1860.627 Another source notes that the house was built in 1870, 
suggesting it was perhaps remodeled later to reflect the Gothic Revival style.628 It is believed the 
first owner was Captain Solomon Gardner, who was a Great Lakes ship captain. 629 Captain 
Gardner donated the town clock that was placed in the steeple of the Methodist Church.  
 


 
626 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 3; Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
627 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
628 Hixson, Early Northville. 
629 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
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As of 1893 the house included the irregular-shaped footprint at the core of the building today; 
however, a long one-story ell extended from the building’s north elevation.630 The ell remained 
attached through 1914. It was reduced or reconfigured circa 1920.631  
 
As of 1931 the house was home to Ruth E. Gills.632 Circa 1932 the house was purchased by Mr. 
and Mrs. John Litsenberger, who resided there through the 1970s.633 Mr. Listenberger was a 
realtor.634 The Anderson family has owned the house since 1987.635   
 
Evaluation 
The house at 132 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
Northville’s community development and Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 132 West Dunlap Street retains a high level of integrity and is a good example of a 
Gothic Revival-style building. The property maintains integrity of design, and the last alteration 
to the building’s footprint was prior to 1926. Additionally, the property retains many original 
materials. Integrity of workmanship is expressed in the ornamentation and the overall 
construction and form of the house. The house and garage retain integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a 
specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage retains integrity of design, material, location, setting, feeling, and association and is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
314 West Dunlap Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 314 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, and consists of a house and a detached garage located to the north of the 
house. The house is located on the northeast corner of the intersection of West Dunlap Street and 
West Street. A sidewalk stretches along the south and west sides of the property, concrete and 
paver walkways lead from the sidewalk to the façade and west elevation, and a concrete 
driveway leads from West Dunlap Street to the garage. The property has ornamental trees and 
plantings throughout the yard and foundation plantings are present along the façade and west 
elevation. A contemporary wood fence surrounds the yard to the east of the house, and a small 
shed is located in the eastern yard. 
  


 
630 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 3. 
631 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
632 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 207. 
633 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
634 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 243. 
635 City of Northville Assessor. 
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The house is a one-story, wood frame Bungalow with Craftsman-style details. The house has a 
rectilinear footprint with a porch spanning the façade. The south slope of the side-gabled roof 
extends downward over the porch with a slight break in the pitch, incorporating it into the 
building. A small, one-story addition with a gable roof is placed on the north elevation. The roof 
is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The south roof slope is pierced by a centrally placed gable 
dormer and a red brick chimney stack with a concrete cap pierces the roof in its north slope. The 
foundation of the house is rock-faced concrete block. The exterior first-story walls of the house 
are clad in wide, asbestos shingles with a wavy edge and the gables have synthetic shingles. The 
house is painted moss green with white trim. 
 
The one-story porch is accessed by a small flight of five wooden steps placed on the eastern side 
of the façade. It has a painted brick foundation that extends above the decking to form knee walls 
and steps downward on both sides of the stairs. The walls have a concrete cap. Wider, slightly 
projecting sections of the brick form piers. Three evenly spaced battered, wood columns extend 
from the brick piers to the roof. The pier on the south side of the stairway is missing and a small 
lantern style light is in its place.  
 
A pedestrian door is located on the east side of the façade within the shelter of the porch and 
aligned with the five porch steps. The door itself has a large glazed panel that is divided into nine 
lights. The lower two-thirds of the glazing is divided into three vertical columns with the upper 
third comprised of two rows of smaller lights. A string of four-over-one windows, with the upper 
lights arranged vertically, is located to the west of the door. The windows and door have modest, 
unornamented surrounds. A string of three three-light, wood windows, which also have their 
lights arranged vertically, is located in the dormer. The windows share an unornamented wood 
surround. 
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes, at the southern end, small, paired four-light windows 
located higher up on the wall. A square bay window with a shed roof projects from near the 
center of the elevation and has a string of three four-over-one windows. A small, four-over-one 
window is placed to the north of the bay window. Paired three-over-one windows are located in 
the gable peak. The windows have modest unornamented surrounds. Additionally, two two-light 
sliding windows are placed in the foundation wall. 
 
The east elevation fenestration, from south to north, includes a three-over-one window; paired 
three-over-one windows; a small, square, single-light window; and a three-over-one window on 
the first story. Paired three-over-one window are located in the gable peak. The windows have 
modest unornamented surrounds. 
 
The rear addition has a small, rectangular, four-light window placed near the roofline on its west 
elevation. The north elevation has a wood pedestrian door with a curved upper window with 
twelve small lights that is sheltered by a shed roof with ornamental open knee braces. A three-
over-one window is located to the west of the door, and a small, three-light window is in the 
gable peak.  
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The garage is a one-story building with a pyramidal roof and a rectilinear footprint. The roof is 
sheathed in asphalt shingles and the walls are clad in clapboards. A single-bay overhead door is 
located in the west elevation, and a single-bay, sliding door is placed in the south elevation.  
 
The small shed has an asphalt-sheathed gable roof and walls clad in synthetic shingles. The roof 
extends to the north to form a covered, open area supported by square, battered columns. A 
three-over-one window is located in the south elevation. It appears to be contemporary 
construction. 
 
History 
The house was erected in 1925.636 The building footprint has not changed since that time, except 
for a small rear addition.637 As of 1927 the building was home to the Montgomery family, 
Stewart and Annie, and their son, Scott E., who was a musician.638 By 1929, Stewart 
Montgomery had died, leaving Annie and Scott in the house. The family remained in the house 
through 1948.639 In 1953 the house changed to George H. and Brigitte Muller.640 Mr. Muller was 
an engineer for Ford Motor Company. The family remained in the house through 1958. By 1960 
it was home to Arthur J. and Marie Ash. Mr. Ash was a nurseryman for Walter Coon Nursery in 
Farmington.641 By 1970 residency had changed to Paul I. Rumley, a building engineer for Ida 
Cooke Jr. High School.642 Mr. Rumley remained in the house through 1976. From 1977 through 
1979 it was home to Ronald and Cathy Stier.643 Mr. Stier was an agent for Equitable Life. In 
1980 the house became residence of William Graham.644 The house has been owned by James 
Notarinni since 1991.645 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 314 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture.  
 
The house at 314 West Dunlap Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the small, rear addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, 
and massing of the property. Although the asbestos siding is not original to the house, it was 
manufactured and sold between 1907 and 1970, and was therefore added to the house during the 


 
636 City of Northville Assessor; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
637 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
638 List of former residents, 314 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
639 List of former residents, 314 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
640 List of former residents, 314 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
641 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
642 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
643 List of former residents, 314 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
644 List of former residents, 314 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
645 City of Northville Assessor. 







 


4-32 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


period of significance. Many of the other construction materials, including some of the windows 
are original to the building. The integrity of workmanship is also expressed through the overall 
construction of the house and garage. The property conveys its integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, and association and can be clearly identified as a Craftsman-style bungalow. It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage, which first appears in the 1926 Sanborn map and was likely built at the same time as 
the house, also retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and association.646 It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
404 West Dunlap Street (House and Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 404 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of West Dunlap 
Street and West Street. A sidewalk stretches along the east and south sides of the property, a 
brick driveway leads along the north side of the property, a paved driveway leads from West 
Street to a detached garage at the rear of the property, and brick walkways lead from the streets 
to the façade and east elevation. Several large, mature trees dot the property and foundation 
plantings are present along the façade. A wood picket fence surrounds the area to the sides and 
rear of the house.  
 
The house is a two-story Italianate with an irregular footprint. The main block of the house is 
roughly square in footprint with a hipped roof. A two-story, rectilinear section, also with a 
hipped roof, is placed on the north (rear) elevation of the main block, and a one-story porch with 
square, unfluted columns and a shed roof spans the west elevation of this rear section. A one-
story addition with a hipped roof is placed on the east elevation of the main block. The roof is 
sheathed in asphalt shingles. The walls of the main block of the house are clad in wood 
clapboards, while the rear section has synthetic siding. The foundation of the main block is 
coursed, rock-faced ashlar; the rear section’s foundation was not visible. The roof is pierced by 
two belvederes with hipped roofs: one centrally placed on the peak of the hipped roof of the 
main block, and the other above a slightly projecting section on the east elevation of the rear 
block. A shouldered, external brick chimney stack rises along the west elevation of the main 
block and is capped by several rows of corbelled brick.  
 
Fenestration on the façade includes three asymmetrically spaced fenestration bays on the first 
story. A four-over-four window is placed on the east side, and a pedestrian door is placed to its 
west. The door is accessed by a flight of curved stairs with a balustrade with large, turned 
spindles. The door has recessed panels mimicking sidelights, and the door is capped by a large, 
ornate portico. Two large, highly ornamented brackets support arches with smaller brackets, 
which in turn support the portico roof. To the west of the door is a canted bay window. Each side 


 
646 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
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of the bay has a four-over-four window and square pilasters with large capitals separate the 
windows and support highly ornamented arches with brackets. Two fenestration bays are located 
on the second story, above the portico and the bay window. The bay above the door includes a 
four-over-four window, and the other bay includes a bay of four-over-four windows.  
 
Fenestration on the first story of the west elevation includes two square, single-light windows, 
one on either side of the chimney stack. Continuing north, the main block has two four-over-four 
windows. The second story has a four-over-four window to the south of the chimney stack, and a 
small, one-over-one window and a four-over-four window to the rear of the chimney stack. Two 
window openings are visible on the first story of the rear block, but the sashes were not visible 
from the public right-of-way. The second story includes at least two one-over-one windows; 
addition fenestration was not visible.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation consists mainly of four-over-four windows. The one-story 
addition has string of four-over-four windows on each side: the south side has a string of four, 
the east has a string of seven, and the north side has a pair or windows and a pedestrian door 
placed near the wall of the main block. The main block of the house has a four-over-four window 
on the first story and two on the second. The rear block includes five fenestration bays. The 
central fenestration bay is in a projecting, two-story bay window that includes pairs of four-over-
four windows on each story. The other fenestration bays have singly placed four-over-four 
windows.  
 
The north elevation has two fenestration bays, each with a four-over-four window on each story. 
The belvedere on the main block of the house has a string of three four-light windows on each 
side, and the belvedere on the rear block has pairs of four-over-four windows on each side.  
 
Ornamentation includes ornate surrounds on each four-over-four windows. The surrounds have 
square, unfluted pilasters with large capitals and pedestals, which rest on lug sills. The pilasters 
are capped by a pediment with brackets and an arching, decorative panel beneath the peak. The 
paired and triple windows in the belvedere share surrounds that have square, unfluted pilasters 
resting on lug sills. Asymmetrically spaced brackets and paired brackets are located in the 
cornices and in the belvederes and are placed above a frieze board with a band of molding. Wide 
cornerboards with modest capitals are placed on the exterior and interior corners. An unfluted 
pilaster is also placed on the second story of the east elevation, to the south of the windows.  
 
The detached garage has a rectilinear footprint and a gable roof oriented perpendicular to West 
Street. The central section is one-and-one-half-stories in height, and one-story sections are placed 
to its east and west. The west section has a flat-roofed dormer. The roof is sheathed in asphalt 
shingles. The exterior walls are clad in wood clapboards, and the gable peaks are covered by 
wood shingles. The north elevation has wide frieze boards with several bands of ornamental 
molding and large, singly placed brackets. Two single-bay overhead doors are placed in the east 
elevation, and a pair of four-light windows are located in the east gable peak. The north elevation 
of the central block has a centrally placed wood pedestrian door with a large upper light. A large, 
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four-over-four, double-hung, wood window, nearly the same size as the door, is placed on either 
side. Two four-light windows are placed in the dormer.  
 
History 
The Italianate-style house was erected circa 1880.647 By 1893 the house included the two-story 
square core, with a rear irregular-shaped one-story ell.648 A small one-story porch was added to 
the northwest corner of the rear ell circa 1905. 649 The 1926 Sanborn map shows the rear wing as 
having been removed and replaced by a small porch.650 A second porch was added to the east 
elevation. A large garage had been erected by then as well.651  
 
The earliest known residents were Edward L. and Grace H. Millis, who resided in the house 
during the 1920s and 1930s. Edward was a district agent for the Detroit Edison Company.652 
During this time, Detroit Edison owned the house and allowed the Millises to reside there.653 
By 1943 Louise E. and William H. Cansfield resided in the house. Mrs. Cansfield worked for the 
Northville Record. From 1948–1952 she, along with her brother-in-law, Arthur H. Cansfield, 
were co-owners of the paper.654 By 1951 Mrs. Cansfield resided alone in the house; she 
remained alone in the house through 1960.655 By 1970 Claude and Mary Sechler resided in the 
house. Mr. Sechler was a mason and contractor.656 
 
As of 1989 the original summer kitchen was extant and used as a garage.657 This appears to be 
extant as of 2017, still used as a garage. The large two-story addition, which extends from the 
rear of the house, was made circa 2000.658 The house is currently owned by the Waldo family.659 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 404 West Dunlap Street is not significant under any of the National Register 
Criteria. 
 
The house at 404 West Dunlap Street is recommended as a non-contributing property to the 
Northville Historic District. Although the original section of the house maintains a high degree 
of integrity of materials and workmanship, the large addition that was constructed in 2002 
significantly alters the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property. Further, the 


 
647 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
648 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 3. 
649 Sanborn, Northville, 1909, 2. 
650 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
651 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
652 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 125. 
653 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 25. 
654 “Number of Owners Passes Dozen Mark,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 19-A. 
655 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
656 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
657 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 25. 
658 Photo. 404 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
659 City of Northville Assessor. 
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties states that it is not 
recommended that an addition is “as large or larger than the historic building, which visually 
overwhelms it,” and that additions should not duplicate “the exact form, material, style, and 
detailing of the historic building in a new addition so that the new work appears to be 
historic.”660 The original house and addition are indistinguishable as a result of using the same 
general roof line, cornice line, wall planes, siding lap, window surrounds, and ornamentation, 
creating a false sense of history. Overall, the house at 404 West Dunlap Street lacks integrity of 
design, feeling, and association, and the historic character has been significantly altered. 
 
The garage is first noted on a Sanborn Map in 1926, then having an L-plan footprint.661 By 1942 
it had been modified to a T-plan footprint.662 The building is believed to have once been a 
summer kitchen; however, previous outbuildings on the property are smaller and not at this 
location.663 The extant garage has been enlarged to the west and east, forming a rectangular 
footprint. The decorative features, including brackets in the eaves, appear to be modern 
additions. Due to a loss of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship, the garage is 
recommended non-contributing to the Northville Historic District. 
 
504 West Dunlap Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 504 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the northwest corner of the intersection of West Dunlap Street and 
Linden Street. The property is dotted with large mature trees and ornamental plantings, and 
foundation plantings are present along the façade and east elevation. A sidewalk stretches along 
the east and south sides of the property and a brick driveway is located between Linden Street 
and a garage at the north end of the property.  
 
The house is a Queen Anne with a large, one-and-one-half-story rear addition constructed after 
1942 has an irregular footprint. The original portion of the house has a cross-gable roof form, 
with the eastern gable topping a two-story, three-sided bay. The rear addition has a gable roof 
oriented perpendicular to West Dunlap Street. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and decorative 
bargeboard is placed in the gable ends of the original portion of the house. The house rests on a 
poured concrete foundation. The exterior walls are clad mainly in wood clapboards, except for 
the walls sheltered by the front porch, which have vertical wood siding. The gable peaks have 
replacement fish scale siding, and bands of vertical wood run beneath the rooflines on the east 
elevation and the addition’s west elevation, between the first and second story windows on the 
east and west elevations, and on the upper story of the rear addition’s east elevation. The roof is 


 
660 Anne E. Grimmer. “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, with 
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings,” 
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf, accessed May 16, 2018. 
661 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
662 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
663 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 25; Sanborn, Northville, 1914, 2. 
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pierced by a yellow brick chimney with a two-course, red brick cap near the center of the upright 
and an exterior red brick chimney with recessed brick decoration at the top is placed on the rear 
of the addition. Wall dormers extend through the roofline on the east and west elevations of the 
addition, and a gable-roofed section projects from the second story of the addition on its west 
elevation. The two-story bay window on the east elevation is capped with a gable roof that has 
bargeboard and decorative fish scale shingles in the gable. The second story has large ornamental 
brackets with roundels projecting from the sides of the bays to the roof, and vertical siding is 
placed in the spandrels between the first and second-story windows. 
 
A one-story porch is placed on the west end of the façade and the roof of the western ell extends 
over the porch. It has thick turned posts, a spindle frieze, and decorative bargeboard on the sides. 
A gable pierces the roof above a small set of wood stairs and features a sunburst pattern and 
bargeboard, and a flat section of roof near the eastern end is surrounded by a modern added 
balustrade with square posts. The space between the porch skirt is vertical wood. A second one-
story porch extends from the east elevation, to the south of the bay window, and has a hipped 
roof and knee walls clad in wood clapboards. Round, unfluted, Doric columns span between the 
knee walls and a modest entablature beneath the roof. The porch is accessed by a small set of 
wood stairs with simple, square balustrades and a gable peak pierces the roof above the stairs. A 
third porch with a shed roof is placed on the northeast corner of the rear addition. 
 
Fenestration on the façade, which faces Dunlap Street to the south, includes a pedestrian door 
and two one-over-one windows sheltered by the porch. All three have modest surrounds. A large 
single-light window with a transom is placed on the first story of the gable end, and two one-
over-one windows are located on the second story. A Queen Anne window, with smaller panes 
of stained glass surrounding a large, central panel, is placed in the gable peak.  
 
Fenestration in the west elevation includes, on the two-story section, a pair of one-over-one 
windows on the first story, a single-light window in the vertical wood band course between the 
story, and, on the second story, a single one-over-one window and a pair of one-over-one 
windows that are located in the same fenestration bay as the lower pair of windows. A second 
Queen Anne window is placed in the peak of the gable. Two one-over-one windows are located 
on the first story of the one-and-one-half story addition. A one-over-one window is also placed in 
the upper story projection, and the two dormers each have a one-over-one window with sunburst 
patterns in the gable peaks.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes a single-light window with a transom and a pedestrian 
door that are located within the porch. The door is placed in the side of the two-story bay 
window. A one-over-one window is placed on each of the two other sides of the bay window on 
the first story and in the north- and south-facing sides on the second story. The east side of the 
bay window on the second story has a single-light window. Additional fenestration is confined to 
the rear addition and includes, from south to north, a small single-light window in a small 
projection with a shed roof, a one-over-one window, a bay window capped by a half-hipped roof 
with a string of three single-light window on the east side and one single-light window on both 
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the north and south sides, and large one-over-one windows sheltered by the rear porch. A 
pedestrian door is also placed beneath the porch on the north elevation. The southern dormer has 
one one-over-one window with a sunburst in the peak, and the northern dormer has two one-
over-one windows, each with a sunburst and a separate gable peak. A single-light window is 
placed in a shed-roofed wall dormer on the north end. 
 
The one-story garage has a cross-gabled ell footprint. A one-story, open porch extends from the 
south elevation. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and has decorative bargeboard and 
round and triangular fish scale siding in the peak facing east. The exterior walls are clad in 
composite siding. Two single-bay overhead doors with upper window lights are placed in the 
east elevation, and a window is placed to the south of the doors.  
 
History 
The house was erected in 1881–1882 by a local builder, Mr. Woodman.664 The house includes a 
stained-glass window that was originally part of an 1866 Methodist Church in Mason, Michigan. 
The original owners of the house were Edwin B. and Eleanor Thompson.665 Mr. Thompson 
appears to have been engaged in the fencing industry, as newspaper advertisements from the 
1890s note an E. B. Thompson and E. K. Starkweather sold woven wire fencing.666 City 
directories indicate that after Edwin Thompson’s death in 1919, the house came under ownership 
of the next generation of Thompsons.667 By 1931, Frank L. and Alice Thompson resided in the 
house.668  The Thompsons resided in the house through the 1950s.669 During World War II, in 
1943, they rented rooms to Whyrom and Edith Grier. Mr. Grier was employed as a guard at the 
Willow Run plant in Ypsilanti.670 By 1960, it was the residence of Edmund P. and Margaret 
Yerkes. Edmund was a grandson of the original owner, Edwin Thompson.671 Mr. Yerkes was a 
lawyer with offices at 107 East Main.672 They remained in the house through the early 1970s. 
The property has been owned by Todd and Lisa Wiseley since 2017.673 
 
The rear addition to the house was made sometime after 1942. 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 504 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 


 
664 City of Northville Assessor; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
665 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
666 Advertisement. “The Fence.” Northville Record, March 23, 1892, 5. 
667 “Commissioner’s Notice.” Northville Record, September 19, 1919, 3. 
668 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 197. 
669 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 317. 
670 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 207. 
671 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960; 504 W Main, Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
672 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
673 City of Northville Assessor.  
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The house at 504 West Dunlap Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the rear addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The house also maintains integrity of materials and workmanship as 
expressed in the decorative siding and additional ornamentation. The property overall conveys its 
integrity of setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District.  
 
Based on Sanborn Map information, the garage was erected circa 1935.674 It was originally a 
one-story building with a rectilinear footprint. The building has been expanded and undergone 
renovations to make it appear as a nineteenth century Queen Anne-style resource. Due to a loss 
in historic integrity of design, materials, and workmanship, the garage is recommended non-
contributing to the Northville Historic District. 
 
511 West Dunlap Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 511 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the south side of the street on a small lot with several 
large, mature trees and foundation plantings. A sidewalk stretches along the north side of the 
property, a concrete walkway leads from the street to the house, and two-track brick driveway 
leads from West Dunlap Street along the east side of the property to a garage located behind the 
house. 
 
The house is a gable front and wing Greek Revival-style house with a one-and-one-half-story 
gable-front section and a one-story wing springing from the upright’s east elevation. A one-story, 
hipped roof, open porch is located on the upright, and a one-story, flat-roofed addition spans the 
rear of the upright and ell. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles, the exterior walls are clad in 
synthetic siding, and the upright and ell rest on a foundation of uncoursed stone. The rear 
addition has a concrete block foundation. A red brick chimney stack located on the west 
elevation pierces the lower roof slope. The chimney features shoulders with multiple courses of 
soldier bricks.  
 
The house retains many features of the Greek Revival style, including the front porch with 
square, unfluted Doric columns; double hung windows with six-over-six sashes; cornice returns; 
corner boards, and wide bands of trim in the cornices and raking molding that resemble 
entablatures.  
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a wood pedestrian door placed in the center of the gable 
front, beneath the shelter of the porch. A small set of wood stairs reaches to the porch, providing 
access to the door. Two six-over-six windows are symmetrically placed around the door. A 
single six-over-six window with shutters is centered in the gable peak above the porch. 


 
674 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2; Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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Fenestration on the façade of the ell consists of two six-over-six, double hung windows that are 
symmetrically spaced and have flanking wood shutters. All windows on the front façade have a 
plain, decorative lintel.  
 
The east elevation has a six-over-six window on its north end and a pair of four-light windows 
on the south end; both have flanking wood shutters. A cameo window is centered in the peak of 
the gable. The rear addition has a three-part window spanning its entire east elevation. It consists 
of a central window with 20 lights and flanking eight-over-eight windows.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a six-over-six window with a single, large shutter 
that is placed to the north of the chimney stack on the first story. Two additional six-over-six 
windows are placed to the rear of the chimney stack on the first story, and a six-light window is 
located on the upper story to the rear of the chimney stack; all have flanking pairs of wood 
shutters. The rear addition lacks fenestration on this elevation. 
 
The one-story detached garage is located at the rear of the southeast corner of the house. It has a 
gable-front roof sheathed in asphalt shingles and composite siding. A single-bay, solid, overhead 
door is located off-center and a four-light window is placed near the west end of the north 
elevation. Decorative elements such as slight cornice returns and a simple wood lintel over the 
window mimic the Greek Revival decorative elements of the house.  
 
History 
The original section of the house was a front-gable Greek Revival erected in 1853.675 It is 
believed that the wing was added in 1882, and the house was moved slightly to make room for 
the building next-door at 501 West Dunlap.676  
 
Intensive research did not reveal information on the house’s occupants prior to the twentieth 
century. In the late 1920s, the house was occupied by Frank and Mary Pultz.677 Mr. Pultz was a 
machine operator for Ford Motor Company. From the early 1930s through 1970s it was occupied 
by Lee B. and Jennie E. Shipley. Mr. Shipley worked as a barber, with a shop at 105 East Main 
Street.678 During this time, the rear ell of the building was expanded to its current footprint.679 As 
of 2018, the house was owned by John Allen Roby.680 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 511 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 


 
675 City of Northville Assessor. 
676 John Roby, “Proposed Elevations” 511 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 511-552, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
677 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1927, 270. 
678 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 212. 
679 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
680 City of Northville Assessor. 
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The house at 511 West Dunlap Street is a good example of a gable-front and wing Greek 
Revival-style house. The Greek Revival style was popular between 1825 and 1860 and features 
commonly include cornice lines with wide bands of trim, cornice returns, windows with six-
over-six sashes, and a full-width porch with square columns. This house includes many of these 
features in a way that clearly identifies the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house retains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration pattern has not changed. Further, 
the addition has achieved historic significance in its own right due to date of construction and is 
compatible in scale, proportion, and massing of the property and is distinguishable from the 
original house. The house retains integrity of materials and workmanship, as expressed in the 
ornamentation and porch; however, the integrity of materials has been diminished by the use of 
synthetic siding, although it maintains the appearance of historic materials. Integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association are retained as well. Overall, the property clearly conveys its 
historic associations with the Greek Revival style and period of architecture. It is recommended 
as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map and falls within the period of significance for 
the district. It retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and association. It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
512 West Dunlap Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 512 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the north side of the street on a large lot with small trees 
and ornamental plantings along the foundation on the façade. A sidewalk stretches along the 
south side of the property, a walkway of brick pavers leads from the sidewalk to the house and to 
the driveway, and an asphalt driveway leads from West Dunlap Street along the west side of the 
property to a garage at the northwest corner of the lot.  
 
The house is a two-story towered Italianate with an irregular footprint. The main block of the 
house is roughly L-shaped with a three-story tower placed at the inner corner of the gable-front 
and the ell. A large, one-story bay window is centered on the gable-front and a two-story bay is 
located near the rear of the west elevation. A one-and-one-half-story addition extends from the 
rear of the ell, and a one-story addition is placed on the east elevation of the addition. The main 
block of the house has a gabled roof, the tower has a hip-on-gable roof with a segmental arch 
cap, the rear addition has a hipped roof, and the one-story addition has a flat roof that functions 
as a balcony. With the exception of the flat roof, all roof surfaces are sheathed in asphalt 
shingles. A red brick chimney stack pierces the lower, west slope of the gable-front. The exterior 
walls of the house are brick that has been painted beige, and the one-story addition is wood. The 
house rests on a foundation of coursed stone blocks, with several small sections of uncoursed 
rubble stone. The foundation of the one-story addition was not visible, as the wood extends to 
ground level. A small plaque on the façade reads “BUILT 1883.” 
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A one-story porch is placed at the front of the tower and has large, ornamented, square posts that 
support a large entablature with dentils, brackets, and ornamental molding. Balustrades between 
the posts have wide, large turned spindles and wide handrails and also extend down the small set 
of wood stairs. A flat roof extends over the porch and continues over the bay window on the 
gable end. A small, one-story porch that is fully enclosed by balustrades is located at the junction 
of the ell and tower portions. It has a flat roof and large, square columns supporting an 
entablature that follow the same design as the front porch. The large, square posts and 
balustrades with turned spindles is repeated on top of the one-story addition. 
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a pair of pedestrian door sheltered by the main entry porch. 
The wood pedestrian doors feature large, single-light windows with arched tops in the upper 
panels. A single wood pedestrian door, also with a single-light window with an arched top in the 
upper panel, opens onto the porch on the ell. The gable end includes four one-over-one windows 
on the one-story bay window: two on the south-facing side and one each on the east and west 
sides. On the second story, a pair of one-over-one windows is placed above the bay and a pair of 
smaller one-over-one windows is placed above the porch in the tower. The third story of the 
tower has a one-over-one window with an arched top on the façade.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a one-over-one window on the first story, and four 
one-over-one windows on each story of the two-story bay: two in the west side and one each on 
the north and south sides. Fenestration on the east elevation includes a small one-over-one 
window above the porch and three one-over-one windows on the gable end: two on the first story 
and one on the second story. The tops of the window openings have a segmented arch. The east 
side of the three-story tower has a one-over-one window with an arched top. The rear, one-and-
one-half story addition has a single one-over-one window on its south elevation, and the one-
story addition has two strings of three single-light windows on its south and east elevations. The 
two sets of windows on the east elevation are separated by an interior chimney stack.  
 
The house has a large amount of original ornamentation. Large brackets beneath the rooflines 
rest on a string course of molding and rows of dentils are placed under the roofline between the 
brackets. This motif is repeated below the roof of the tower and the façade projection, although 
the brackets are smaller. Dentils are also placed in the gable peaks and the gable end have strong 
cornice returns. The gable ends of the tower’s hipped roof contain decorative scroll work, and 
the cap features dentils, roundels within the arches, and a tall finial. Window surrounds include 
slightly projecting lug sills and segmental arch hoods with ornate keystones. Many of the 
windows also feature round spindles and arching molding along the sides and tops, and windows 
on the second story of the gable façade features additional molding and a roundel. A wide, stone 
water table rests directly above the foundation walls. The chimney has raised courses. 
 
The one-story garage located at the rear of the property was constructed circa 2017.681 It has a 
cross-gable roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. It is clad in composite clapboards and has two-bay 


 
681 City of Northville Assessor. 
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overhead door with upper windows. The door is located beneath the gable end of the south 
elevation, and a one-over-one window is placed in the peak of this gable as well. A recessed 
porch is located near the southeast corner of the garage.  
 
History 
The house was erected in 1883 for Andrew Jackson (John) Welsh, and his wife, Laura Dennis 
Welsh.682 One account notes that the house was erected by Mr. Welsh himself, using lumber 
from his nearby farm.683 Mrs. Welsh died in 1885 and John married Helen Chapman of 
Northville. Mr. Welsh died in 1907.684 The building footprint has changed little since the early 
twentieth century, except for an addition on the east elevation.685  
 
The house was listed as vacant in 1920s and 1930s directories. As of 1943, Worthington F. and 
Helen K. Chapman resided in the house. Mr. Chapman was a salesman.686 The Chapmans 
remained in the house through 1951.687 By 1960, Mrs. Chapman resided in the house alone.688 
As of 1972 Mr. and Mrs. Dumont Hixon Jr. owned the house.689 Three years later, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. J. DeMott moved into the house.690 Current owners Paul Sklut and Therese Grossi have owned 
the house since 2015.691 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 512 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 512 West Dunlap Street is an excellent example of a towered Italianate building. 
Features commonly found in Italianates include tall, narrow windows with arched tops, large 
brackets supporting wide overhanging eaves, a small entry porch, and paired pedestrian doors on 
the façade. This house includes many of these features in a way that clearly identifies the 
building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 512 West Dunlap Street retains a high level of integrity. The only change in its 
design is the small addition on the east elevation, which is distinguishable from the original 
house and does not interrupt the scale, proportion, or massing of the house. Additionally, the 
property maintains many original materials. Integrity of workmanship is expressed in the porch, 
window surrounds, and ornamentation. The house and garage retain integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a 


 
682 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 22. 
683 Jean Day, “this Historic Home’s a Visual Treat Inside and Out,” Northville Record, August 20, 1975, 8A.  
684 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 22. 
685 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
686 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 200. 
687 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 317. 
688 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
689 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
690 Jean Day, “this Historic Home’s a Visual Treat Inside and Out,” Northville Record, August 20, 1975, 8A.  
691 City of Northville Assessor. 
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specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage was constructed circa 2017 and is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District. 
 
543 West Dunlap Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 543 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the south side of the street. The property consists of a house and a 
detached garage located to the south of the house. A sidewalk stretches along the north side of 
the property and a paved driveway leads from the street along the west side of the house to the 
garage. A brick sidewalk spans between the street and the façade of the house. Foundation 
plantings are present along the façade and several large, mature trees dot the property. 
 
The house is a two-story Queen Anne with an irregular footprint. A three-sided tower with a 
conical roof is placed near the northwest corner on a side-gabled, main block of the house. A 
two-story section on the west elevation beneath the gable peak is cut away, resulting in the gable 
forming a large overhang. A narrower two-story block continues to the rear of the house, and a 
one-story section with a shed roof is placed on both its east and west elevations. A one-story 
porch with a hipped roof extends from the easternmost side of the façade tower to the east and 
wraps around the northern end of the east elevation. A second one-story porch spans the rear 
elevation. The house has an asphalt shingle roof and an uncoursed stone foundation. The exterior 
walls of the first two story are clad in wood clapboards, and the gable ends have fish scale 
singles in the upper two-thirds and square shingles in the lower one-third, which also angles 
slightly outward. A wide stringcourse runs between the first and second stories, and a wide drip 
course comprises the bottom of the first story. The house is painted dark gray with white trim. 
 
The one-story porch has a foundation of uncoursed field stone that rises to form knee walls with 
a concrete cap. This construction is found only on the portion of the porch that spans the façade; 
to the east, the porch has wood posts and knee walls, that don’t extend to the floor deck creating 
a gap. The knee wall is covered in wood shakes. Square, unfluted and unornamented wood posts 
span between the knee walls and the roof. Two sets of doubled columns are found, one set at the 
center of the porch and the other on the southeast corner. The porch is accessed by a small flight 
of wood stairs near the center of the façade portion and has a replacement wood handrail. A 
small metal plaque on the stone knee walls reads “1885.”  
 
The main entryway is located in south elevation in the shelter of the porch. A wood pedestrian 
door with a large, upper single light is located to the east of the tower, and a large, single-light 
window is placed to the east of the door. The majority of the fenestration in the façade is placed 
in the tower, which has three fenestration bays, one on each side. Each bay on each story has a 
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three-over-one window. Remaining fenestration is a small, one-over-one window with flanking 
fixed shutters on the second story above the porch. The windows are replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the east elevation, from north to south, includes an oculus window; a single-light 
window with a large transom in a slightly projecting bay, which has fish scale siding and is 
capped by a shed roof with dentils in the cornice; a smaller bay window with a single-light 
window topped by a shed roof; and a pair of nine-over-nine windows in the one-story section. 
Fenestration on the second story includes a window that was precluded from view by the porch 
roof that has a drip cap, a one-over-one window above the large bay window, and a nine-over-
nine window above the small bay window. A Palladian window is placed in the gable peak and 
consists of a four-light window with a four-light transom capped by a six-light transom and 
flanked by two eight-light windows. The Palladian window has a modest surround with a large, 
projecting keystone. The windows are replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes two one-over-one windows, one on each story of the 
gable end. Two additional windows are placed in the one-story section, and two windows are 
located in the rear two-story section; however, their layouts were precluded from view. A 
Palladian window with the same form as in the east gable is also placed in the peak of the west 
gable. The windows are replacements. 
 
The one-story garage was constructed ca. 2014.692 It has a cross-gable roof with asphalt shingles 
and the first-story exterior walls are clad in clapboards. Wood shingles are placed in the north 
gable peak. At least one single-bay opening is placed in the north elevation, and the east 
elevation has a pedestrian door and a two-light sliding window in the gable peak. 
 
History 
The house was erected between 1885 and 1890 for the home of Dr. Yarnell.693 The doctor was 
initially the chief surgeon of the Northville branch of Dr. Keeley’s Gold Cure Sanatorium, a 
chain of addiction clinics. In 1892 he opened his own Yarnall Gold-Cure Clinic, located first at 
404 West Main Street, and later 342 West Main Street. By nineteenth-century standards, the 
clinics were expensive, and attracted a substantial volume of patients. Dr. Yarnall’s business 
success is reflected in his personal residence at 543 West Main, which cost an impressive $5,000 
to erect.694 Yarnall’s clinic closed in 1918, but it is unclear how long he remained in the 
house.695 
 
After the Yarnells moved out, Mr. and Mrs. Filkins lived in the house for several years.696 Mrs. 
May E. Filkins lived in the house as late as 1931.697 By 1943 George V. and Lois Donnahue 


 
692 City of Northville Assessor. 
693 City of Northville Assessor. 
694 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
695 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018; Study Committee, 
Northville Historic District. 
696 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
697 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 223. 
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resided in the house. Mr. Donnahue was a clerk.698 By 1951 the house was occupied by George 
H. and Barbara E. Zerbel. Mr. Zerbel was an attorney.699 The Zerbels resided in the house 
through 1970.700 The house has been owned by Dennis and Wendy Richardville since 2013.701 
The façade has been modified, as an upstairs porch was enclosed to make a bathroom; this was 
done sometime after 1942.702 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 543 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and healthcare. Additionally, the building is 
recommended significant under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 543 West Dunlap Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the rear additions have not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The integrity of materials has been diminished as a result of the 
replacement windows. However, the integrity of workmanship is apparent in the ornamentation 
on the house and the construction of the porch. The property overall conveys its integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District.  
 
549 West Dunlap Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 549 West Dunlap Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the southeast corner of West Dunlap Street and South 
Rogers Street. The property consists of a house, and a detached garage located to the south of the 
house. A sidewalk stretches along the north side of the property and a concrete driveway leads 
from South Rogers Street to the garage. A walkway of large cement pavers reaches from the 
sidewalk to the façade of the house. Foundation plantings are present along the façade and 
several large, mature trees and ornamental plantings dot the property. A picket fence, which 
appears to be historic, encloses the rear of the property between the house and the garage and a 
portion of the east side yard. 
 
The house is a Shingle Style, with a main block with a Gabled Ell form. The house has an 
irregular footprint, as a one-and-one-half-story T-shaped addition extends from the rear 
elevation. A one-story porch spans the façade, and an additional one-story porch extends from 
the southeast corner of the addition. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the house rests 
on a foundation of uncoursed stone; however, the foundation of the addition was not visible. A 
red brick chimney stack pierces the side-gabled roof ridge near its center, and a second red brick 


 
698 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 173. 
699 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 310. 
700 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
701 City of Northville Assessor. 
702 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 20. 
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chimney stack is placed on the west elevation of the rear addition. The upper story and gables of 
the house are clad in wood shingles, while the first-story walls are clad in wood clapboards. A 
modest stringcourse divides the first and second stories, and a wide drip course is placed directly 
above the foundation walls. The gable peaks project slightly and are supported by large 
ornamental brackets. The façade gable features a truncated horseshoe cutout along its base. The 
outer and inner sides of the soffits also feature decorative molding, which is also repeated in the 
raking fascia boards.  
 
The front porch is covered by a shed roof with a gable-front section on its western end. The peak 
of this gable is clad in wood shingles. The porch is accessed by several wood steps placed 
beneath the gable. Plain, square posts span from the porch decking to the roof, and simple, plain 
balustrades stretch between the posts. Solid pieces of bargeboard with a slight arch and a pattern 
of three holes decreasing in size cut into each side are located between the posts beneath the 
porch roof. The main entryway, a pedestrian door on the façade, is accessed from the porch. Two 
one-over-one windows are located to the east of the door and have flanking shutters. The 
remaining fenestration on the façade is in the second story and includes two one-over-one 
windows in the gable end, and a square, stained glass window above the gable on the porch roof.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation is confined to two fenestration bays. Each bay on each story 
has a one-over-one window. The lower windows have flanking shutters, while the upper 
windows have modest surrounds. A one-over-one window with an arched top is located in the 
peak of the gable. However, the upper sash has been partially covered by a louvered vent and the 
arch has been filled. The window has a modest surround with a large, projecting keystone.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a large one-over-one window with an arched top that 
is placed in the upper portion of the first story and lower portion of the second story. It has a 
modest surround with a large, projecting keystone. Two one-over-one windows are placed on the 
southern end of the first story, and a single one-over-one window is located on the second story. 
This gable peak also features a partially infilled, arched, one-over-one window like that in the 
east gable peak. Additional fenestration on the west elevation is located in the rear addition and 
includes a pair of six-over-six windows on the first story and a small, square window on the 
second story.  
 
The south (rear) elevation of the main block of the house includes a single fenestration bay with 
a one-over-one window on each story. Fenestration on the rear of the addition includes a three-
sided bay window on the first story, each side with a one-over-one window. A pair of one-over-
one windows that share a six-light fanlight is placed in the gable peak. A pedestrian door is 
located in the rear one-story porch. 
 
The one-and-one-half-story garage is of modern construction, located to the rear of the house. It 
has a side-gabled roof with two large wall dormers on the west elevation. Each dormer has a 
gable-peaked roof with a ridge even with the side-gable roof ridge. The roof has asphalt shingles. 
The first-story walls are clad in wood clapboards and the upper story is clad in wood shingles. 
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Two single-bay overhead doors are located on the west elevation, one below each dormer. A 
one-over-one window with fixed shutters is located in the peak of each dormer. Additional 
fenestration includes a string of three six-over-six windows in the south elevation. The central 
window is capped with a fanlight and the string is flanked by fixed shutters. 
 
History 
The Shingle style house was built circa 1900 for local jeweler Edward Merritt and his family.703 
From the 1930s into the 1940s, it was occupied by Gerald V. and Mary Harrison.704 Mr. Harrison 
was the principal of Northville High School.705 In the 1950s, the house served as the Methodist 
Parsonage; however, the church sold it in 1957.706 Ralph and Viola Gallagher purchased the 
house from the church.707 Mr. Gallagher was a supervisor for Chrysler in Highland Park.708 They 
added a room to the back of the house for Mrs. Gallagher’s beauty parlor; however, it was never 
opened as the city did not approve the license for a business in a private house.709 The house was 
put up for sale in 1967, advertised as having a bachelor apartment with separate entrance; 
possibly the former beauty parlor space.710 As of 1972 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rushlow owned in 
the house. The house was purchased by the Dixon family in 2001, who renovated the building 
with designs from local architect, Greg Presley.711 The house has undergone multiple rear 
additions, changing the original footprint.712  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 549 West Dunlap Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 549 West Dunlap Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the rear additions have not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The house also retains integrity of materials and workmanship in the 
wood clapboards and shingles and the stained-glass window. The property overall conveys its 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage is modern construction; therefore, is recommended as a non-contributing resource to 
the Northville Historic District. 


 
703 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
704 Jean Day, “Riddells Refurbish 1900 Home,” Northville Record,  
705 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 228. 
706 “Methodist Services Held in Barn,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 10-B. 
707 Northville Historical Home Tours 2001, 549 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, 511-552, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
708 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
709 Northville Historical Home Tours 2001, 549 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, 511-552, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
710 Advertisement. “Northville Realty Offers:” Northville Record, April 6, 1967, 4.  
711 Northville Historical Home Tours 2001, 549 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, 511-552, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
712 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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4.7 Griswold Street - North 


 
151 N. Griswold Street - No Visible Address (NVA) #15 and NVA #15A – Ford Field 
(Contributing)   (Information provided by Ellen Elliot, Assistant to the Archivist, 
Northville Historical Society) 
 
Description 
This property is an open field located north of East Main Street, south of Mill Race Village, east 
of Hutton Street, and west of Griswold Street. Ford Field is situated due south of the property 
where the historic Northville Mills once operated in the 1800s near the banks of the Middle 
Rouge River. This six-acre parcel provides open space for events and community gatherings, is 
home to the Fort Griswold playscape, and a lighted baseball diamond. It contains a ¼ mile 
asphalt walking path, a bridge connecting it to Mill Race Village, picnic tables for outdoor 
dining, and a parking lot conveniently located on the east side of the property. A well- 
maintained stairway makes the space accessible from Hutton Street. 
 
History 
Henry Ford was enamored with Northville. As early as 1888 proof of his interest in the area was 
shown when he brought his bride, Clara, by horse and buggy on their honeymoon trip.713 As a 
result of his early connection to the area, he chose Northville as one of the sites for his village 
industries and purchased property in 1919.714 The parcel now known as Ford Field was part of 
Henry Ford’s property acquisition.715  
 
Henry Ford liked to beautify the properties that he owned for the enjoyment of the entire 
community. An editorial by Richard T. Baldwin described Henry Ford’s commitment to 
Northville: “Not only has he given us a marvelous industrial plant, helping to bring prosperity to 
hundreds of our community, but he has given us a vision of beauty and the spiritual values of life 
which will endure long after he is gone. Probably the sum spent in beautification of the Ford 
properties here would run into an amazing figure.”716  
 
The open field, west of Griswold Street across from the Ford Valve Plant, was an asset to the 
community and served as a hub for recreation and social activity. In the early 1940s Fourth of 
July celebrations were held there and hundreds attended.717 These celebrations included 
concerts718, games, and sporting events for people of all ages. 
 
By July 1946 the Village Commission, led by President Forrest Doren, had officially secured the 
use of the property from the Ford Motor Company. Efforts to improve the field and develop it 


 
713 Northville Record, April 15, 1938, 2. 
714 “Ford’s Interests Have 60 Men Employed.” Northville Record, September 12, 1919, 1. 
715 Village of Northville Tax Assessment Records, 1920, 46. 
716 Northville Record, April 15, 1938, 2. 
717 “Young and Old, 500 Strong Enjoy July 4th Field Day.” Northville Record, July 9, 1943, 1. 
718 “Children and Adults Invited to Ford Field.” Northville Record, July 5, 1946, 1. 
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into a site for school and community recreation began in earnest with the Exchange Club 
sponsoring the project. The vision was to “improve and light Ford Field for a Community 
Recreation Center. A No. 1 ball diamond and a gridiron will be laid out…and many other items 
necessary to turn this natural amphitheater into a beautiful and useful contribution to the civic 
pride of the village.”719  Ford Motor Company was proud of its involvement in “providing an 
opportunity for civic cooperation.”720   
 
A recreation committee was formed and was responsible for raising money to fund the project 
and coordinate the contracts necessary to develop the vision. The committee’s goal was to be 
ready in time for the start of the high school football season.721  Prior to this time the Northville 
high school football team did not have a home field. 
 
On Friday, November 15, 1946 Henry Ford Field was officially dedicated. An estimated 3500 
people were in attendance. The program began with a performance of the national anthem by 
Charles Strautz accompanied by the Northville and Plymouth bands. The invocation was 
delivered by Methodist minister Rev. W. Leslie Williams – “we dedicate this Henry Ford Field 
as a memorial to those who have been benefactors to our surrounding community for several 
decades. And we also dedicate this field to those who will use it, that it may be the instrument to 
help build good clean recreational opportunities for our people, so that they may grow strong in 
body, mind and spirit. May the use of this field bring to us more clearly the lessons and rules of 
the game of life…May this field be a credit and a real benefit to this community.”722  Although 
the Northville football team lost their game to Plymouth that night those in attendance witnessed 
an historic event which “put Northville’s athletic facilities in the class with big cities.”723 The 
village was entering a new era as their recreation committee was now developing into something 
more substantial as “high school and community recreation takes a new and more significant 
place in the village. As added improvements are brough into the picture, townspeople will realize 
the great value of this project to our community.”724  
 
Work continued on the field with the installation of concrete bleachers and the addition of a 
softball diamond in 1947.725 The new ball diamond provided a home for the Northville 
Recreational League726 and a softball league for boys and girls.727  
 
As the recreation department developed, Ford Field was used for a variety of activities. The 
summer of 1948 saw about 1000 Northville youths participate in the village recreation program 


 
719 “Seek Funds to Light and Fence Ford Field.” Northville Record, July 12, 1946, 1. 
720 “Ford News Boosts Local Recreation.” Northville Record, September 27, 1946, 1. 
721 “Ford News Boosts Local Recreation.” Northville Record, September 27, 1946, 1. 
722 “Crowd of 3500 at Dedication of Henry Ford Field.” Northville Record, November 22, 1946, 1. 
723 “Crowd of 3500 at Dedication of Henry Ford Field.” Northville Record, November 22, 1946, 1. 
724 “Crowd of 3500 at Dedication of Henry Ford Field.” Northville Record, November 22, 1946, 1. 
725 “Ford Field Nears Completion.” Northville Record, July 4, 1947, 1. 
726 “Double Header at Ford Field Tonite.” Northville Record, August 8, 1947, 1. 
727 “Baseball Team Defeats Plymouth.” Northville Record, July 9, 1948, 1. 
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at the field.728 In 1949 a summer tether tennis tournament was held.729 Donkey Ball came to Ford 
Field in May 1950. This gimmicky softball game was played with participants rounding the 
bases astride donkeys and proved quite popular as a fundraiser in Northville.730 In 1951 The 
game made a repeat appearance and was billed as “America’s Funniest Sport.” 731 In June 1950 
school children put on a program at Ford Field in which a flag and flagpole were dedicated.732 A 
field day was held that year for members of the Junior Police. Activities of the day included 
tether tennis, a BB gun tournament, and a baseball target throw.733 By the end of 1950 a 
scoreboard was added to the southeast corner of the field after an aggressive fundraising 
campaign began in 1949.734 The Northville High School class of 1948 was the first to contribute 
($204.47) thus providing inspiration for others to donate.735 The campaign was successful and 
provided approximately $1600 to turn the dream into reality.736  The space was not just used for 
recreation but was also a location in which large crowds could congregate. Governor G. Mennen 
Williams scheduled a visit to Ford Field to speak on November 3, 1950 as part of his campaign 
for reelection.737 
 
Even though the village did not formally own the property, improvements were still being made. 
In 1953 a new entrance was constructed on the north end of Ford Field.738  In February 1954, 
Ford Motor Company offered to sell the property to the village of Northville for $5500.739 The 
transaction did not take place at that time; forty years would pass before ownership was 
transferred. 
 
As the years progressed, the site continued to play in important role in serving the needs of the 
community from a cultural and recreational perspective. A Pet and Doll Show was organized by 
the children of Northville and held at Ford Field on August 1, 1956.740 In 1960 Ford Field was 
used for the Northville summer recreation day camp. This program was not just for athletic 
pursuits; arts, crafts, and games were offered as well as an archery tournament and golf.741 In 
1961 the National Football League established the national Punt, Pass, and Kick competition. 
The local contest was sponsored by John Mach Ford Sales of Northville.742 Ford Field was 
naturally chosen as the local venue for the competition which would take place annually for 
many years.743  


 
728 “Brader’s Team Loses in Class F Finals.” Northville Record, August 27, 1948, 1. 
729 “Recreation Program to Begin Tourneys.” Northville Record, July 7, 1949, 1. 
730 “Donkey Ball Game Planned for May 21.” Northville Record, May 18, 1950, 1. 
731 Northville Record, August 2, 1951, 11. 
732 “Dedicate New Flag, Pole at Ford Field.” Northville Record, June 15, 1950, 1. 
733 “Field Day Planned for Junior Police.” Northville Record, June 1, 1950, 1. 
734 “$800.00 Collected for Score Board.” Northville Record, November 3, 1949, 1. 
735 “Scoreboard Proves Popular at Field.” Northville Record, September 28, 1950, 1. 
736 “Scoreboard Proves Popular at Field.” Northville Record, September 28, 1950, 1. 
737 “Governor to Speak at Ford Field.” Northville Record, November 2, 1950, 1. 
738 “Start Work on New Entrance to Ford Field.” Northville Record, October 15, 1953, 12. 
739 “Ford Motor Offers Ford Field to Village for $5500.” Northville Record, February 18, 1954, 1. 
740 “Pet and Doll Show Slated August 1 at Ford Field.” Northville Record, July 19, 1956, 11. 
741 “Recreation Registration Starts Monday.” Northville Record, June 16, 1960, 11. 
742 “Mach Sponsors Contest for Kids.” Northville Record, September 28, 1961, 5. 
743 “Punt, Pass & Kick.” Northville Record, September 10, 1986, 16-A. 
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By 1962 the new high school athletic field was dedicated, and Ford Field was no longer used for 
high school football games.744 Even though the high school football games were now being 
played at another location, Ford Field was being utilized as much as ever. Throughout the 1960s 
the community enjoyed the circus745, carnivals746, and chicken barbeques.747  Prior to the 
summer season of 1967, volunteers came out in force to help prepare Ford Field for recreation 
activities.748 In 1969 Northville hosted a BB-gun tournament at the field and saw six of the 
participants earning a spot at the state competition.749 
 
The issue of ownership arose again in 1970. There was concern about spending tax-payer dollars 
to improve property that was not publicly owned. Ford Field was important to the success of the 
recreation department and the culture of the city so expenditures for improvements were 
approved anyway.750  As programs were expanding in 1970-71 season, this site provided the 
necessary space to accommodate the growing popularity of baseball, softball, and soccer.751  The 
Jaycees worked diligently in 1970 to refresh Ford Field with lighting upgrades, removal of the 
old bleachers, and tidying up the landscape.752 Later that year an outdoor ice rink was installed at 
the site providing the community with year-round activity opportunities with skating and hockey 
skill instruction as part of the recreation department program offerings.753  
The 1980s saw further improvements with a new wooden stairway installation made possible by 
a federal grant.754 In 1984 Tom Rice’s Folk and Bluegrass Festival celebrated its eighth 
anniversary at Ford Field thus providing the community yet another culturally stimulating way to 
spend time together in this historic space.755  
 
By 1990 the question of ownership of the land came up yet again as the city sought to gain 
control of the site.756 The city of Northville finally took official ownership of the property four 
years later when the parcel was donated by Ford Motor Company.757 The summer clean up in 
1994 was especially meaningful now that the community was sprucing up property that was 
legally their own.758 The Friends of the Northville Parks and Recreation group, founded in 1992, 
was instrumental in coordinating the clean-up process and later would participate in the 
community wide fundraising efforts for improvements like the Fort Griswold playscape.759 The 
playscape was a picture perfect example of what can happen when a community dedicates itself 


 
744 “Field Dedication, Choosing of Queen Mark Homecoming.” Northville Record, October 25, 1962, 1. 
745 Advertisement, “The Famous Cole 3 Ring Circus.” Northville Record, June 18, 1964, 2-3. 
746 “Jaycees Plan ‘Bang Up’ July Fourth.” Northville Record, July 3, 1963, 1. 
747 “A Day for Food, Fun and Fellowship.” Northville Record, June 18, 1964, 1. 
748 “Face Lifting.” Northville Record, April 13, 1967, 7-A. 
749 “Six Boys Show Way into Finals.” Northville Record, May 8, 1969, 15-A. 
750 “City Trims, Oks Budget For Recreation Program.” Northville Record, February 26, 1970, 14-A. 
751 “Recreation Squeeze Seen.” Northville Record, January 22, 1970, 14-1. 
752 “Jaycees Add Four to Membership.” Northville Record, April 2, 1970, 4-A. 
753 “Hockey Clinic Schedule Here.” Northville Record, January 28, 1971, 11-A. 
754 “Ford Field’s new look.” Northville Record, April 29, 1981, 6-D. 
755 Kevin Wilson, “Busy downtown activity schedule this weekend.” Northville Record, July 25, 1984, 1. 
756 Stephen Kellman, “City seeks terms to acquire Ford Valve Plant.” Northville Record, November 29, 1990, 15-A. 
757 “Township firm takes ownership of Ford plant.” Northville Record, March 10, 1994, 7-A. 
758 “Pitch in to spruce up Ford Field.” Northville Record, July 14, 1994, 6-A. 
759 Melanie Plenda, “Friends of parks and rec raise big money.” Northville Record, August 3, 2001, 15-A. 
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to a worthwhile project. In June 1997 after a year of planning and fundraising the Fort Griswold 
playscape became a reality. A team of over 900 volunteers760 descended upon Ford Field for the 
massive multiple day undertaking of constructing the $90,000 playscape761 thus further 
enhancing the site’s desirability for family outings and community gatherings.   
Ford Field experienced a monumental overhaul in 2001. The project cost $600,000 and was 
slated to include a parking lot, pavilion, gazebo, new pathways, a walking bridge connecting to 
Mill Race Village, as well as relocation of the baseball and soccer fields. Mayor Chris Johnson 
commented that “the renovation project is an exciting thing for the community of 
Northville…once completed residents and visitors will have the opportunity to fully enjoy this 
historical field and all it has to offer.”762 
 
The years following the improvement project were bustling with activity. The Suburban Kids 
Rockin’ Under Ford Field (SKRUFF) concerts debuted in 2003 as a way to engage the youth of 
the community.763 The Northville Eclipse Baseball Club was also formed that year brought 
vintage baseball to Ford Field.764 The American Cancer Society’s fundraiser, Relay for Life 
found a home at Ford Field in 2003 as well.765 
 
Memories shared by generations have been formed at Ford Field. In June 2004 when Dean 
Hubbert took to the field for his pre-tee ball game, he was the third generation of his family to 
play there.766 Later in 2004, the Howl-O-Ween Pet Festival and Parade provided residents an 
opportunity to come to Ford Field and showcase their pets, reminiscent of similar events that 
took place during the 1950s. 767   
 
The 22nd Annual Victorian Festival in 2010 brought a tethered hot air balloon, vintage baseball, 
and the world-famous Flying Wallendas to Ford Field.768 
The stairway was once again refreshed in 2012 when Jared Myers chose it as the focus of his 
Eagle Scout project. The rails and deck were repaired and stained. There were more than 25 
volunteers present to assist and an excess of 50 gallons of stain were used to complete the 
project.769 
 
The Northville Chamber of Commerce hosted the fourth annual Ford Field Festival in 2016.  
This celebration of “food, beer, and fun”770 included live music performances and further 


 
760 Randy Coble, “Pizza, pasta and porta-johns sustained legions of volunteers.” Northville Record, June 12, 1997, 
64. 
761 Coble, “Donations big and small provided resources to finish the project.”  Northville Record, June 12, 1997, 64.  
762 Lon Huhman, “Massive park improvement begins.” Northville Record, May 3, 2001, 1. 
763 Grace Blum, “Music acts hit Ford Field this weekend.” Northville Record, May 29, 2003, 15-A. 
764 Pauline Lupercio and Sam Eggleston, “Step up to the plate.” Northville Record, March 27, 2003, 1-B. 
765 Jennifer Norris, “Relay for Life moves to Northville’s Ford Field.” Northville Record, April 24, 2003, 3-A. 
766 Northville Record, June 10, 2004, 14-A. 
767 “Pets on Parade is planned.” Northville Record, October 28, 2004, 7-B. 
768 “Victorian Festival attracts large crowds.” Northville Record, September 23, 2010, A10. 
769 “Three scouts of Troop 755 achieve Eagle rank.” Northville Record, April 26, 2012, A18. 
770 “Ford Field Fest rolls in Aug 20.” Northville Record, August 4, 2016, 1. 
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exemplified the necessity of this open space for the continued development of community 
recreation and culture.   
 
Evaluation 
According to the Local Historic Districts Act 169 of 1970, (399.201a) an historic resource is 
defined as “a publicly or privately owned building, structure, site, object, feature, or open space 
that is significant in the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture of this state or 
a community within this state, or of the United States.”   
 
The property is an open space that is a significant historic resource under National Register 
Criterion A771 for its contribution to the culture of the community and its role in the development 
of Northville’s recreation department. It is also significant in a broader sense to the state and the 
nation due to the connection to world-renowned industrialist Henry Ford and thus should be 
included as a contributing resource in the Northville Historic District.  
 
This parcel of land honors the memory of Henry Ford and all of the citizens who worked 
tirelessly to develop and maintain Ford Field as a hub for cultural activity and a vibrant 
recreation department. 
 


4.8 High Street 


 
116 High Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 116 High Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan, on the east side of the street. A sidewalk stretches along the west side of the property, 
a concrete driveway leads along the north side of the property to a detached garage, and a 
concrete walkway leads from the street to the façade of the house. Several small trees dot the 
property and foundation plantings are present near the façade, north, and south elevations. 
 
The house is a one-story Bungalow with Craftsman-style details. The house has an irregular 
footprint and a cross-gable roof. The roof has deep eaves and open decorative brackets in the 
gable peaks. The southern half of the façade projects forward and is covered by a gable, which is 
placed in front of the larger gable-front roof. A porch is placed on the other half of the façade 
and is covered by a shed roof. The sections on the south and north elevations below the cross 
gables project slightly from the main block of the house. A one-story addition is placed on the 
east (rear) elevation. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The first story of the exterior walls 
is red brick and the gable peaks have synthetic shingles. The one-story addition is clad in 
synthetic clapboards. The house rests on a white brick foundation. An external red brick chimney 
stack with a concrete cap rises along the north elevation, piercing the peak of the cross gable.  


 
771 Advisory Council for Historic Preservation. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.). 
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The porch is accessed by four concrete steps and the area below the decking is covered by white 
painted lattice. The porch features large, battered brick piers that rise from ground level to the 
top of the porch rail. Large, square, battered columns stretch from the piers to the roof. A square, 
battered, wood pier capped by an ornamental lantern is placed on the north side of the stairs. 
Balustrades span between the piers and feature triangular balusters each with an incised circle 
and over an elongated trapezoid, which are placed between square balusters.  
 
The front porch shelters a pedestrian door and a pair of windows. The pedestrian door provides 
the main entrance to the house and has a narrow surround with an architrave. The windows have 
three-over-one sashes and share a modest surround with an architrave. The gable-front section to 
the south of the porch features a string of three windows that rest on a stone lug sill. The central 
window has four-over-one sashes and the two flanking windows have three-over-one sashes. 
Two two-light windows are placed in the foundation wall. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes a single window on the front-gabled section and a 
pair of windows on beneath the cross gable. The sash configuration was not visible from the 
public right of way, but the windows have stone lug sills and modest surrounds with dripcaps.  
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes a pair of windows on each side of the chimney stack. 
The sashes were obscured by surrounding vegetation, but the windows rest on stone lug sills. A 
pair of windows are also placed on the eastern end of the elevation. Two two-light windows are 
located in the foundation wall. 
 
The rear, one-story addition has a cross gable on the north elevation, which projects to cover a 
small porch with square, battered columns. The only fenestration visible on this section is a small 
one-over-one window on its west elevation, located south of the main block of the house.  
 
The detached garage is located at the northeast corner of the property. It is a one-story building 
with a front-gabled roof and a rectilinear plan. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The first-
story exterior walls are clad in synthetic siding and the gable peak is clad in synthetic shingles. 
Decorative knee braces are placed in the gable. A two-bay overhead door with six-light windows 
in the upper panels is located in the west elevation. 
 
History 
The brick Bungalow was erected circa 1920.772 From circa 1931 until her death in 1968,773 Mrs. 
Maude Bennett resided in the house.774 Mrs. Bennet was the daughter of Thomas Glenn and 
Jennie (Whittaker) Richardson, who arrived in Northville from Holly, Michigan, in 1883.775 Mr. 
Richardson commissioned the construction of the Freydl Building in downtown Northville, 
where he operated a number of businesses including a dry goods store and shoe business.776  


 
772 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
773 “Death Claims Lifelong Residents.” Northville Record-Novi News, January 18, 1968, 4-A.  
774 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 210. 
775 “Old Postcard Recalls a Little Northville History.” Northville Record, September 8, 1960, 9. 
776 Ibid.  
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Evaluation 
The house at 116 High Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 116 High Street is a good example of a Craftsman-style bungalow. It maintains a 
good level of integrity of design, as its overall fenestration pattern has not changed and the 
addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property. Additionally, 
the property maintains many original materials and the integrity of workmanship is present 
throughout. The house also retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, 
the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a specific style and period of 
architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
The modern garage was constructed in 2007 and incorporates two windows salvaged from the 
original home and the door of the old garage on the east side of the building.777 The building 
currently has faux historic features to compliment the historic house. The garage does not 
contribute to the historic district.  
 
223 High Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 223 High Street is located in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the west side of the street. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of 
the property, a concrete driveway leads along the south side of the property to an attached 
garage, and a concrete walkway leads from the street to the façade of the house. Two short, brick 
piers with concrete caps flank the walkway near the sidewalk. Foundation plantings are present 
along the façade, north, and south elevations. Several trees dot the property. 
 
The house is a one-story Craftsman-style bungalow with a rear addition that also extends to the 
south, resulting in an irregular footprint. The east slope of the hipped roof extends downward 
over a one-story porch that spans that façade, incorporating it into the building. Rafter tails are 
visible beneath the roof, which is sheathed in asphalt shingles and pierced by a hipped dormer 
with a balcony on the east roof slope, by a hipped dormer on both the north and south roof 
slopes, and by an exterior brick chimney stack that rises along the north elevation. The exterior 
walls are glazed white brick, and the dormers are clad in wood shingles. The rear addition has 
walls clad in synthetic clapboards. The house rests on a foundation of red brick with a concrete 
water table. The brick continues onto the rear addition, cladding the lower portions of the walls.  
 
The front porch rests on a foundation of red brick with a concrete water table. The porch is 
accessed by several brick steps centered on the façade, and the brick foundation extends outward 
to flank the steps. Large, square columns of white brick rise from the porch decking to the roof. 
Smaller, white brick posts are placed between the columns and are capped with concrete coping. 
Flat, large brackets are placed between the columns and the roof.  


 
777 Barbara Moroski-Browne, email to Dianne Massa, May 20, 2019.  







 


4-56 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


Fenestration on the façade includes a centrally placed pedestrian door. The door lacks a 
surround, but the flanking bricks curve inward. To each side of the door is a large, single-light 
window with a segmentally arched transom, which is filled with many small lights of stained 
glass. The windows rest on lug sills and have two rows of header bricks forming an arch above 
the window. The remaining fenestration on the façade is found in the dormer. A centrally placed 
door opens onto a small balcony, which has knee walls clad in wood shingles. A two-over-one 
window is located on each side of the door.  
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes two square, stained glass windows that flank the 
chimney. To the west (rear) of these windows are two large one-over-one windows, a smaller 
one-over-one window, and a third large one-over-one window. All of these windows have 
concrete lug sills and a plain, concrete lintel. Fenestration in the dormer includes four two-over-
one windows with a modest, wood surround.  
 
The south elevation includes two canted, shallowly projecting bay windows. The easternmost 
bay window has one-over-one windows on each side that share a concrete sill, while the centrally 
placed bay window has two-over-one windows with lug sills. A pair of one-over-one windows 
that share a concrete lug sill and lintel are placed to the west of the bay windows. Four two-over-
one windows is located in the dormer.  
 
The rear addition has a pedestrian door on the east elevation, adjacent to the main block of the 
house. It is accessed by a small brick porch with several brick steps and a round, unfluted 
column stretching from a brick pier to a shed roof. The addition extends southward to 
incorporate a hipped-roof garage that has hipped dormers on the east and south elevations. A 
pedestrian door and two one-over-one windows are located in the east elevation, and two 
overhead doors, one a single-bay door and the other a two-bay door, are located in the south 
elevation. The dormers both have three or four one-over-one windows. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1912 for Mr. Thomas G. Richardson, and his wife Jennie R.778 Mr. 
Richardson remained in the house into the 1930s.779 A 1914 Sanborn map indicates that the brick 
house originally had a rectilinear footprint and a detached garage at the southwest corner of the 
property.780 In the late nineteenth century, Mr. Richardson owned a clothing store in 
Northville.781 In 1909 Richardson’s store came under the management of Edwin White, and no 
subsequent newspaper articles mention a store in Richardson’s name.782 After leaving the 
management of the store, Richardson served on the board of directors of the Northville State 


 
778 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 28. 
779 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 210. 
780 Sanborn, Northville, 1914, 2. 
781 Advertisement. “Suspended?” Northville Record, July 12, 1889, 8.  
782 Advertisement. “New Store Opens Saturday” Northville Record, July 12, 1909, 4.  
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Savings Bank.783 By the time of the 1920 census, Richardson is listed as the president of a 
creamery.784 His obituary in 1936 alludes to his various business interests, noting:  
 
Death has claimed one of Northville’s pioneer builders- one who built businesses and 
homes for the future… Richardson’s enterprises were developed in Detroit and in 
Florida, ... [and] in the village [Northville]. He had an active interest in the Clermont Fla. 
project until a short time ago.785 
 
By 1943 the house was the residence for Charles F. and Lida Murphy. Mr. Murphy was a field 
agent for the Detroit Edison Company.786 The Murphy family resided in the house through 
1951.787 As of 1960, the house was owned by Alice Junod, who remained there through the early 
1970s.788 The extant attached garage is a modern addition.  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 223 High Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 223 High Street is an excellent example of a hipped-roof bungalow constructed in 
the Craftsman style. The house displays many of the features typical of the Craftsman style, 
including a rectilinear plan, a low-pitched roof with wide eave overhangs and rafter tails, 
grouped windows, a large porch, and the use of natural materials.  
 
The house at 223 High Street retains a high level of integrity. The rear additions have not altered 
the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property and are distinguishable from the 
original house, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property maintains many original 
materials and the integrity of workmanship is present throughout. The house also retains integrity 
of location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic 
associations with a specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District. 
  


 
783 Advertisement. “Money in our bank is a sure foundation for your home.” Northville Record, July 25, 1919, 1. 
784 United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of the United States, 
(Washington, District of Columbia: Bureau of the Census, 1920). 
785 “T. G. Dies.” Northville Record, July 3, 1936, 1. 
786 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 209. 
787 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 341. 
788 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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4.9 Linden Street 


 
115 Linden Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 115 Linden Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is on the west side of the street on a small lot with and foundation plantings 
along the façade and south elevation. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the property and 
a concrete driveway leads from Linden Street along the north side of the property to a detached 
garage to the west of the house. A picket fence encloses the back yard. 
 
The house is a two-story, side-gabled, modest example of a Free Classic Queen Anne-style 
structure, that has an irregular footprint. A one-story, hipped roof porch spans the width of the 
façade; a two-story, gable-roofed addition extends to the west (rear) of the main block; a one-
story porch is located to the rear of the addition; and a two-story, shed-roofed projection is 
placed on the south elevation of the addition. The roof is covered in asphalt shingles and is 
pierced on the south elevation by two exterior red brick chimney stacks: one at the rear of the 
south gable is narrower than the other along the two-story rear projection. A third external 
narrow, red brick chimney stack is placed at the rear of the north gable. The center of the façade 
roof slope is pierced by a gable dormer. The exterior walls are clad in wood clapboards, and the 
house rests on a foundation of concrete block. The house is painted beige with darker beige trim. 
 
The one-story front porch rests on a foundation of concrete blocks. The porch is accessed by 
three open, wood steps. Centered over the entryway is a gable extending from the center of the 
hipped roof, above the stairs. The porch features knee walls clad in wood clapboards and square, 
unfluted columns with bands of molding forming capitals span between the knee walls and the 
roof at the front corners and on each side of the entryway. The rear porch was barely visible from 
the public right-of-way and only a single square, unfluted column was visible at its northwest 
corner. The porch is low and seems to lack balustrades.  
 
Fenestration on the first story of the façade is asymmetrical. The pedestrian door providing the 
main entryway to the house is centrally placed and aligned with the porch stairs. The door has a 
narrow, simple wood surround. To the north, placed nearly adjacent to the door, are paired one-
over-one windows. To the north of this is a single-light window placed near the top of the wall. 
Paired one-over-one windows are also located to the south of the door. The second story of the 
façade has two symmetrically placed paired one-over-one windows. In the gable are two three-
light windows, with narrow, vertically oriented lights. All of the windows in the façade are vinyl 
replacement windows and have simple wood surrounds with drip caps. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes a string of three one-over-one windows and a singly 
placed, smaller one-over-one window on the first story of the main block. The second story of 
the main block also has a sting of three one-over-one windows, and a small three-light window is 
placed in the gable peak. To the rear of the chimney stack, in the two-story addition, are a pair of 
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one-over-one windows on the first story and a one-over-one window on the second story. A 
small, single-light window is placed on the first story of the two-story projection, and a one-
over-one window is placed in the same fenestration bay on the second story. 
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes, on the main block, a one-over-one window on the 
first story and two one-over-one windows on the second story, with the eastern window larger 
than the western window. The rear, two-story addition has two fenestration bays. One bay is 
located directly behind the chimney stack and has a window on each story; however, the 
chimney stack obscured the view of the layout of the window lights. The second fenestration bay 
includes a single one-over-one window on each story.  
 
The garage is located at the northwest corner of the property. It has a hipped roof covered in 
asphalt shingles and exterior walls clad in wood clapboards. Two single-bay overhead doors with 
upper window lights are placed in the east elevation.  
 
History 
The house was built in 1923.789 As of 1926, the building had become a duplex, having both 
addresses 115 and 117 Linden Street.790 The histories of the address are described separately 
below.  
 
115 Linden Street 
As of 1931 was Grover C. and Daisy Peters resided at this address. Mr. Peters was an auto 
worker.791 By 1943 this section of the building housed Mrs. Marie L. McKenna, a stenographer 
at Maybury Sanitarium.792 By 1951 Edward Angrove resided in the house.793 As of 1960 Gerald 
Verville was at this address.794 Mrs. David S. Boone resided here in 1970.795 
 
117 Linden Street 
This address was listed as vacant in 1931. By 1943 it housed James L. and Lucille McKinney. 
Mr. McKinney was a police officer in Northville.796 By 1951 residency had changed to Orlow 
Owens.797 Margaret Sours lived here in the 1960s and 1970s.798  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 115 Linden Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 


 
789 City of Northville Assessor. 
790 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
791 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 189. 
792 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 215. 
793 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 320. 
794 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
795 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
796 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 215. 
797 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 320. 
798 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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The house at 115 Linden Street maintains integrity of design, as its fenestration pattern has not 
changed and the addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the 
property. Alterations to the materials, including the replacement windows, have diminished this 
area of integrity. The property overall conveys its integrity of setting, feeling, and association. It 
is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage at 115 Linden Street was also constructed within the period of significance and 
retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and association.799 It is recommended as a 
contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
118 Linden Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 118 Linden Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is on the east side of the street on a small lot with several large, mature 
trees, and ornamental plantings are located near the foundation on the façade and south elevation. 
A sidewalk stretches along the west side of the property and a concrete driveway leads from 
Linden Street along the north side of the property to a detached garage.  
 
The house is a one-story, wood frame bungalow with a side-gabled roof with wide eaves. The 
house has an irregular footprint as a result of rear additions. A large, open porch spans the 
façade, and the west slope of the side-gabled roof extends downward over the porch, 
incorporating it into the building. A one-story addition is located on the southern end of the east 
(rear) elevation of the house, which has either a flat or shallowly sloped gable roof, and a small, 
one-story, shed-roofed addition is located on the northern end of the east elevation. The roof of 
the house is sheathed in asphalt shingles and is pierced by a large, shed dormer on the façade. 
The exterior walls of the house are clad in synthetic siding, and synthetic fish scale siding is 
placed in the gable peaks. The house rests on a coursed, rock-faced ashlar foundation. 
 
The one-story front porch is accessed by five wood steps that are flanked with wood replacement 
railings with square balustrades placed between small, square posts with finials. The porch 
features knee walls that are clad in synthetic siding, which extend to the ground, and contain 
rectangular drainage outlets. Square, unornamented columns span between the knee walls and 
the roof. The main entryway to the house is a wood pedestrian door with a large, central window 
light that is flanked on each side by smaller lights, sometimes described as associated with 
Prairie Style designs. It is centrally placed in the façade within the shelter of the porch. Paired 
wood four-over-one windows are placed to each side of the door, also within the shelter of the 
porch. The upper sashes have narrow lights arranged vertically. Additional fenestration on the 
façade is found in the dormer, which has three symmetrically placed, wood, four-over-one 
windows. All of the windows and the door have modest, unornamented surrounds.  
 


 
799 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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Fenestration on the south elevation includes two pairs of four-over-one windows on the first 
story and a pair of four-over-one windows in the gable. A string of three four-over-one windows 
is placed in the rear, one-story addition. These windows all have modest, unornamented 
surrounds.  
 
The north elevation has a pedestrian door set at grade and partially within the foundation wall. A 
three-light window is placed in the foundation wall to its west, and a second window opening is 
located in the foundation wall to its east. The first story has a singly placed four-over-one 
window near its western end, and a two paired smaller four-over-one windows are placed near 
the eastern end. A four-over-one window is located above the door and set partially within the 
first and second stories, and a smaller four-over-one window is placed to its east in the upper 
story. The rear addition has a string of three four-over-one windows. All of the windows and the 
door have modest, unornamented surrounds. 
 
The detached garage is located at the northeast corner of the property. It is a one-story structure 
with a rectilinear footprint and a pyramidal roof. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the 
walls are clad in clapboards. A single-bay overhead door with multiple window lights in the 
upper panel is located in the west elevation. 
 
History 
The house was erected in 1925.800 The footprint of the house and garage have not changed since 
that time.801 As of 1931 Willard A. and Mae Ely resided in the house. Willard worked for the 
board of review.802 The Ely family remained in the house through 1951. By 1960, Mrs. Ely 
resided in the house alone.803 As of 1970 the house was the residence of Cloyce A. Myers, a mail 
carrier.804 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 118 Linden Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 118 Linden Street is a good example of a bungalow constructed in the Craftsman 
style and is easily identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains integrity of 
design, as its overall form and fenestration pattern has not changed. The synthetic siding has 
diminished the integrity of materials but retains its historic appearance. The property also retains 
its integrity of setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to 
the Northville Historic District.  
 


 
800 City of Northville Assessor. 
801 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
802 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 173. 
803 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
804 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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The garage also retains integrity of design, setting, location, feeling, and association and is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
217 Linden Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 217 Linden Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is on the west side of the street on a small lot with and foundation plantings 
along the façade and north elevation. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the property and 
a gravel driveway leads from Linden Street along the north side of the property to a detached 
garage to the west of the house.  
 
The house is a two-story, wood frame Foursquare-style structure with a hipped roof and a 
rectilinear footprint. A one-story, hipped roof porch spans most of the façade. The roof is 
covered in asphalt shingles has wide eaves and is pierced on the east elevation by a hipped 
dormer. A narrow, red brick chimney stack is placed in the north hip of the roof near the rear of 
the house. The exterior walls are clad in vinyl siding, and the house rests on a foundation of 
rock-faced concrete block. A wide, plain beltcourse runs between the first and second stories, 
and the house also features modest corner boards and a water table. 
 
The one-story front porch is accessed by five concrete steps. The porch features knee walls clad 
in vinyl siding that extend to the ground. Four square, unfluted columns with bands of molding 
forming capitals span between the knee walls and the roof and are placed at the front corners and 
the top of the stairs. The main entryway to the house is a historic wood and glazed pedestrian 
door with a modern screen door. The door is placed slightly off-center within the shelter of the 
porch. It has a simple surround with no ornamentation. Fenestration is placed symmetrically on 
the façade and each story has two sets of paired three-over-one windows, one set in each bay. 
The upper sash lights are narrow and vertically oriented. A single three-over-one window is 
centrally placed in the dormer. The windows are modern replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation was largely blocked from view by the neighborhood 
buildings. However, a pair of windows was visible near the east end of the first story and a singly 
placed window was located in the second story. The north elevation includes a pedestrian door 
that is centrally placed and partially located within the foundation wall. A double-hung window 
is placed to the east of the door, and a smaller double-hung window is to the west of the door. A 
double-hung window in the same fenestration bay as the door is placed within and above the 
beltcourse. A double-hung window is also located in the western end of the second story. 
Remaining fenestration on the north elevation is a single-light window in the foundation wall, to 
the east of the door. The windows are modern replacements. 
 
The detached garage is a small, one-story structure with a hipped roof sheathed in asphalt 
shingles. The exterior walls have clapboards, and it has a single-bay overhead door in the east 
elevation.  
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History 
The house was built in 1923.805 Both the house and garage retain their original form and 
footprint.806 As of 1931 Joseph H. and Helen Bolton resided in the house. Joseph worked as a 
foreman.807 By 1943 the house was the residence of James A. Huff Jr, who resided there through 
1960.808 By 1970 residency had changed to Terry Danol, who was a funeral director for 
Casterline Funeral Home.809   
 
Evaluation 
The house at 217 Linden Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 217 Linden Street is a good example of a Foursquare dwelling. Typical features 
include rectilinear footprints, low-pitched hipped roofs with dormers, one-story front porches, 
and symmetrical facades. This house includes many of these features in a way that clearly 
identifies the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 217 Linden Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall form and fenestration 
pattern has not changed. Material replacements on the house, including the composite siding and 
replacement windows, have diminished this area of integrity. The property also retains its 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage at 217 Linden Street first appears in the 1926 Sanborn and retains integrity of design, 
location, setting, feeling, and association.810 It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District. 
 
265 Linden Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 265 Linden Street is a contemporary home. It is located in a residential 
neighborhood west of downtown Northville, Michigan. The house is on the west side of the 
street on a lot with large, mature trees ornamental landscaping near the façade, north, and south 
elevations of the property. A paved driveway leads from the street along the north side of the 
property and around to the rear of the house.  
 
The one-story house has an irregular footprint with a high, side-gabled roof. The roof’s east 
slope has a very steep pitch, while the rear slope a steep pitch in the upper portion that transitions 


 
805 City of Northville Assessor. 
806 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
807 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 168. 
808 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
809 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
810 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
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to a much lower pitch. A one-story, shed-roof portion is also present to the rear of the main 
block. A tall, narrow, steeply pitched gable front is placed on the façade, and a small, projecting 
gable-front section is placed in front of this. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The first-
story exterior walls are clad in brick veneer, and the upper portions are clad in clapboards. 
 
The main access to the house is provided by a pedestrian door on the façade that is sheltered 
within a recessed, arched entryway that is placed in the small, gable-front projection. Additional 
fenestration in the large front gable includes a canted bay window with a metal-clad hipped roof 
and single-light windows, and an ocular window is placed in the peak of the gable. Two 
windows with arched tops are placed in the southern portion of the façade. Additional 
fenestration on the remaining elevations includes windows placed singly and in pairs and a bay 
window. 
 
History 
The house was erected in 1987.811 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 265 Linden Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. 
 
The house at 265 Linden Street was constructed in 1987 and falls outside the period of 
significance for the district. It is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 


4.10 Linden Court 


 
531 Linden Court (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 531 Linden Court is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is on the south side of the street, west of where it terminates. It is on a lot 
with ornamental landscaping throughout the yard and along the façade. A gravel driveway leads 
from the street along the front of the house and along the north elevation.  
 
The house is a one-story Ranch with an L-shaped footprint and a hipped roof. The northernmost 
section of the house steps down slightly from the main block of the house. The roof is covered 
by asphalt shingles and has wide eaves. The exterior walls are clad in yellow running bond brick 
with a decorative band of soldier course brick at the roofline. The foundation was not visible. A 
small, concrete porch accessed by two concrete steps with no rail is placed at the junction of the 
two wings and is sheltered by a slight extension of the roof. The house has wood frieze boards, 
beneath which the brick is placed in short sections of soldier courses. 
 


 
811 City of Northville Assessor. 
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The porch provides access to a pedestrian door, which serves as the main entryway to the house. 
To the north of the door is a large picture window with a centered single-light window and a one-
over-one window to each side. A one-over-one window is located in the lower section of the 
house. The remaining fenestration on the façade includes paired single-light windows on the 
southern end placed under the roof line. All windows have a simple wood frame and a cement 
lug sill. Any additional fenestration on the other elevations was not visible from the public right-
of-way. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1959.812 The first residents were Jackie O. and Delores E. Boyd. Mr. 
Boyd was sheriff for the Wayne County Road Patrol.813 The Boyds remained in the house 
through 1970.814 The building has been owned by Noel Walker since 2000.815 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 531 Linden Court is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 531 Linden Court is a good example of a Ranch-style dwelling. It maintains its 
original footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. The house retains 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its 
historic associations with a specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a 
contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
541 Linden Court (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 541 Linden Court is a contemporary home. It is in a residential neighborhood west 
of downtown Northville, Michigan. The house is on the north side of the street near its end on a 
lot with ornamental landscaping along the façade, east, and west elevations. A concrete driveway 
leads from the street along the west elevation of the house to a garage. A concrete walkway leads 
from the street to the façade of the house and has short, stone-veneered pillars adjacent to the 
street on both sides of the walkway. 
 
The two-story house has an irregular footprint and ornamentation that resembles the Queen Anne 
style. The house has a hipped roof with a gable-front section on the eastern side of the façade and 
a tower with a conical roof on the western side. A one-story, hipped-roof porch wraps around the 
façade and the west elevation and has a gable peak near its eastern end and a hipped dormer in 
the center of the façade. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The walls are clad in composite 


 
812 City of Northville Assessor. 
813 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
814 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
815 City of Northville Assessor. 
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clapboards and a section above the first story in the front gable has composite shakes. The 
foundation is clad in stone veneer. 
 
A pedestrian door with sidelights is located in the façade and accessed from the porch. The house 
has a variety of windows, including twelve-over-one windows, nine-over-one windows, four-
over-one windows, and four-over-four windows. The cross-gabled garage has a two-bay 
overhead door with multi-light windows in the upper panel on its south elevation and a pair of 
four-over-one windows in the gable peak. 
 
History 
The house was built in 2006.816 As of 2018 it was owned by Andry and Krissie Krenz. 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 541 Linden Court is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. The 
house at 541 Linden Court was constructed in 2006 and falls outside the period of significance 
for the district. It is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the Northville Historic 
District.  
 


4.11 Main Street – East 


 
120–124 East Main Street, Coonley Block (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This commercial block at 120–124 East Main Street is in the central business district of 
Northville, Michigan, on the south side of East Main Street. A public sidewalk spans the north 
elevation and Mary Alexander Court is south of the structure. The east elevation abuts the Beal 
Block, at 126–134 East Main Street and the west elevation abuts 118 East Main Street. 
 
The two-story, brick Italianate commercial building features a rectilinear footprint and a flat roof 
with a bracketed cornice along the façade. A one-and-one-half-story, L-shaped addition is placed 
on the south (rear) elevation. Because of the change in slope in the land, the rear addition is set 
much lower than the main block of the building. 
 
An elaborate cornice stretches across the top of the block and features multiple bands of molding 
and modillions. Large, ornate brackets are placed on the eastern and western ends of the façade 
and two are placed closely together near the center. A datestone, which reads “1874,” is located 
below the cornice and between the two central brackets. 
 
The building has two storefronts. The storefronts are divided by a brick pilaster on the first story 
that is topped by a large bracket, which shares the same ornamental motif as the brackets in the 
cornice. These pilasters and brackets are also placed on the ends of the block. 


 
816 City of Northville Assessor. 
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The western storefront, at 120 East Main Street features a deeply recessed entryway with large 
glass display windows with brass frames that rest on green marble bulkhead walls. The entry 
door is centered and has a wood frame with a large, single-glass panel. A contemporary, 
vertically paneled signboard spans the width of the storefront and has a cornice with dentils that 
is topped with standing seam metal panels. 
 
The eastern storefront, at 124 East Main Street, is narrower than the storefront at 120 East Main. 
A large wood and glass door is centrally located in the storefront, with a recessed entryway, and 
is topped by a prism light transom window. A modern replacement storefront from the 1950s 
with a thin aluminum frame glass display windows rests on granite bulkhead walls that flank the 
entryway. The bulkhead at 124 is twice the height of that at 120 East Main. A fabric awning is 
placed above the entrance. 
 
Seven bays of windows are evenly spaced in the second story of the façade. The windows have 
stone lug sills and wood window hoods. The hoods resemble entablatures and feature brackets, 
dentils, and round pediments with bullseyes. Four of these fenestration bays are placed above 
120 East Main Street and have six-over-six, double-hung, wood windows. Three fenestration 
bays are placed above 124 East Main and have two-over-two, double-hung, wood windows. 
 
The south (rear) elevation has five additional pedestrian doors. Two are located on the first story 
of the addition: one leads into 120 East Main and is covered by an awning, and the other leads 
into 124 East Main. The other three doors are placed on the second story and are accessed by a 
metal set of stairs that leads to the roof of the rear addition. Two pairs of one-over-one vinyl 
windows are also located in the second story. 
 
History 
According to the date plate on the second story, the commercial block that extends from 120-124 
East Main Street was erected in 1874. One historical narrative of the building suggests it was 
erected circa 1880, after the property was purchased by Baldwin S. Coonley, and the building 
was commonly known as the Coonley Block.817 As of 1893 the whole first story contained one 
large grocery store. 818 The building’s storefronts later contained a variety of businesses, 
described separately below. 
 
120–122 East Main 
The 120 East Main half of the building has housed a variety of retail throughout its history. In 
1895 Holmes, Dancer & Company opened in the building, selling men, women, and children’s 
clothing as well as hats, suspenders, and ladies shoes and corsets.819 At the time, the storefront 
was framed by wrought-iron pilasters with glazed bulkheads below the display windows.820 


 
817 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
818 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 2. 
819 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
820 Northville Historical Society, Photograph, Holmes, Dancer & Co. circa 1895. 
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Holmes, Dancer & Company sold their stock in 1899 and E. J. Cox Hardware took their place in 
the building.821 Shortly thereafter, the hardware store was replaced by the dry goods store of T. J. 
Perkins & Co.822 Perkins’ stock and store was purchased by 1910 by Charles A. Ponsford, who 
renamed the business Ponsford’s.823  
 
Ponsford stocked the store with “quality merchandise for men, women and children,” as well as 
fabrics, sewing materials, and blankets. 824 The store was credited for erecting the first modern 
storefront on Main Street in a 1926 remodel, which was still extant by the late 1960s and mostly 
intact by 2018.825 A few years later, an addition was made to the rear of the building that housed 
a tailor’s shop and alterations became a major component of the business.826 
 
Charles Ponsford died in 1932, and his daughter, Beth Lapham, continued the business until 
1937.827 Although no longer in retail, she retained ownership of the building, renting it out to 
various tenants. In 1943 the Woolen Goods Store was located in the building and several 
individuals rented apartments upstairs.828   
 
Woolen Goods was bought out by the Lapham family in 1947, who converted the store to selling 
menswear, and was known as Northville Men’s Shop.829 The store was managed by George 
Sinclair. In the 1950s, following service in the Korean War, Charles Ponsford’s grandson and 
Beth Lapham’s son, Charles Ponsford Lapham, became part owner with his mother and assumed 
management duties.830 Beth Lapham, like her father, established a tailoring business in the 
building. The mother-son team renamed the business Lapham’s Men’s Shop and Lapham’s 
Tailoring Shop.831 The business remained open until 1994. At the time of recordation, the 
building housed a restaurant, known as Browndog.  
 
124 East Main  
As of 1899, the east half of the building included a hardware store; perhaps E. J. Cox had 
relocated his store from the 120–122 half of the building.832 A hardware store remained at 124 


 
821 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
822 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
823 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
824 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
825 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
826 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
827 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
828 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 248 
829 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
830 “Cady once Owned Lapham Store Site,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 15-E. 
831 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “120 East Main Street (Browndog Ice Cream),” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
832 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 1899, 2. 







 


4-69 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


East Main through the 1920s, later owned by James A. Huff. 833 A photograph from the period 
indicates it was named Elliott’s hardware.834 As of 1931 the space housed a billiards hall, owned 
by John R. Walker.835 Walker was joined by a barber at this address, George W. Hill, in 1933.836   
The barber shop changed hands in 1935, becoming that of Charles H. Conklin. The billiards 
hall/barber combination remained at the location through 1941.837 
 
By 1943 the storefront housed Orrin C. Casterline’s gift shop, which became Johnson’s gifts by 
1951.838 The second story façade window openings were reduced in size and infilled by brick, 
replacing the nineteenth-century tall sashes with smaller two-over-two horizontal light sashes. 
The storefront was also remodeled with metal panels across the sign board. Johnson’s remained 
in the building through 1960.839 After Johnson’s it became Stuart’s Art Supplies. 840 The store 
was purchased by Hugh Jarvis in 1967. 841  Jarvis, owner of Hugh Jarvis Gifts, also had stores in 
Plymouth and Marquette. He remodeled the building with a new storefront and interior. Jarvis’s 
store was replaced by Summit Gifts by 1974.842 In 1978 it the store had become Sandle’s 
Hallmark.843 As of 2018, the storefront housed LeGeorge, Mediterranean Bistro.  
 
Evaluation 
The property at 120–124 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its role in the Northville’s community development and commerce and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The Coonley Block at 120–124 East Main Street retains integrity of design, as the overall 
fenestration pattern has not been altered. The small, rear addition has not impacted the scale, 
massing, and proportion of the building and is easily distinguishable from the original building 
as a result of the different materials used for construction. The building also retains original 
materials, although the six-over-six windows are not a historically appropriate design for this 
commercial building. Although the first-story storefronts have been altered since originally 
constructed, the current configurations date to within the building’s period of significance and 
are representative examples of mid-century modernization. The awning over 124 East Main 
Street could also be removed without damaging historic materials. The integrity of workmanship 
is expressed through the cornice, window hoods, and additional ornamentation. The building also 


 
833 Businesses at 124 E Main, Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
834 Fecht, Northville, 60. 
835 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
836 Businesses at 124 E Main, Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
837 Businesses at 124 E Main, Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
838 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 323. 
839 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
840 “Hugh Jarvis Gifts.” Northville Record. July 17, 1969, 21-E.  
841 “Hugh Jarvis Gifts.” Northville Record. July 17, 1969, 21-E.  
842 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
843 Businesses at 124 E Main, Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic 
associations as a downtown commercial building. It is recommended as a contributing structure 
to the Northville Historic District. 
 
129 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 129 East Main Street is in the central business district of Northville, 
Michigan, on the north side of the street. A public sidewalk spans the south elevation and a large, 
paved, surface parking lot is located to the north. The east elevation abuts the theater at 131–137 
East Main Street, and the west elevation abuts the Union Block at 117–127 East Main. 
 
The two-story Neoclassical Revival bank has a rectilinear footprint and a flat roof. A one-story, 
concrete block addition with a flat roof extends from the north (rear) elevation. The façade is 
clad in gray granite. The building has a single storefront. 
 
The façade is divided into three fenestration bays by two large, granite, Tuscan columns. A 
square, Tuscan pilaster is placed on the east and west sides of the façade, and all four columns 
and pilasters reach from a large, granite bulkhead to an entablature. The architrave features a 
band of ornamental molding, and a rosette is placed in the frieze above each column. The cornice 
has modillions and several bands of molding. A granite parapet stretches above the entablature.  
 
Double doors of glass with thin aluminum trim with a transom is placed in a recessed entryway 
in the westernmost bay. The other two fenestration bays have large display windows with a large 
center light and a narrow light on each side. All windows appear to be replacements based on 
their tinted glass and metal frames. All three bays have awnings. Above the windows are tall, 
arched hoods with large granite voussoirs. Above the door and windows, below the entablature, 
are carved panels with wreaths and festoons. 
 
The rear, one-story addition has a pedestrian door, a pair of windows, and two singly placed 
windows on the north elevation. A window opening that has been filled with glass blocks is 
located on its west elevation.  
 
History 
The building was erected in 1926 and originally housed the Northville State Savings Bank.844 
This changed to the Depositors State Bank circa 1933.845  Depositor’s State Bank remained in the 
building through 1956.846  As of 1958, Depositors State Bank had changed to Manufacturers 


 
844 Businesses. 125, 127, 129, East Main,  Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
845 Businesses. 125, 127, 129, East Main,  Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
846 Businesses. 125, 127, 129, East Main,  Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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National Bank, which it remained through 1978.847 At the time of recordation, the building 
housed a branch of Comerica Bank. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 129 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development and commerce and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The Neoclassical Revival bank at 129 East Main Street retains integrity of design, as the overall 
fenestration pattern has not been altered. Further, the rear addition has not impacted the scale, 
massing, and proportion of the building and is easily distinguishable from the original building 
as a result of the different materials used for construction. The building also retains original 
materials. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the granite façade, the pilasters and 
columns, the entablature, and the overall form of the building. The building also retains integrity 
of location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a 
downtown commercial building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 
131–137 East Main Street, Marquis Theatre (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 131-137 East Main Street is in the central business district of 
Northville, Michigan, on the north side of the street. A public sidewalk spans the south elevation 
and a large, paved, surface parking lot is located to the north. The east elevation abuts the 
commercial building at 139 East Main Street, and the west elevation abuts the bank at 129 East 
Main. 
 
The two-story Mediterranean Revival theater has a rectilinear footprint and a flat roof. The rear 
section, which contains the theater stage, is four stories in height. The façade of the main body of 
the building is divided into three fenestration bays, each with a storefront. A small recessed bay 
to the east was the entry to the office. The façade is clad in yellow brick in a running course, 
which has been painted beige on the first story. A stone belt course stretches along the façade 
above first story and serves as the sill for the second-story windows.  
 
A parapet features a thin, stone belt course with a rope motif. Above this, a panel of soldier 
bricks set at 45-degree angles spans the façade. Placed in the center of the parapet is a large, 
stone cartouche that is ornamented with bullseyes and festoons. The parapet is topped with a 
stone cap.  
 
The first story contains three recessed entryways. The central entryway includes two pairs of 
what appears to be the original wooden pedestrian double doors, each with large, single-light 


 
847 Businesses. 125, 127, 129, East Main,  Main Street, East, 101-126 Northville Buildings by Address, Northville 
Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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panels and stained-glass transoms. A large, single-light display window is placed to the west of 
the doors. The two outer recessed entryways mirror each other and have a wood frame pedestrian 
door with a large single glass pane and a transom. Large single-light display windows with 
narrow brass frames sit above green marble bulkheads. Above the two storefronts are decorative 
carved panels. Rosettes in square panels are placed on the edges and long panels with torches 
and foliated scrolls are placed between them. Small decorative brackets are located at the corners 
of the entry openings.  
 
A projecting marquee is placed above the central entryway. The angled sides feature signboards, 
while the narrow, southern section reads “MARQUIS” in painted block letters and neon. This 
section is topped by a shield-shaped projection with vertical rows of small lights. Long, neon 
lights are placed at the top and bottom of the sides and while short U-s of neon are placed 
horizontally at the corners of the sign. 
 
The second story includes a twelve-over-twelve window in each of the outer fenestration bays. 
Above these windows are carved stone panels with rosettes and festoons outlined with header 
bricks. The central fenestration bay includes a string of three twelve-over-twelve windows. The 
windows have unfluted colonnettes with highly decorated capitals that blend the Ionic and 
Corinthian styles. Capitals with a matching decorative motif and straight bottoms are placed on 
the outer sides of the windows, and lack pilasters or colonettes. Each window is topped by an 
arch with large, stone voussoirs, which are further capped with a row of header bricks. Acanthus 
leaves are placed in the springers. The tympanum of each of the three windows is highly 
ornamented, with a central human face, with the mouth wide open, that is surrounded by foliated 
scrolls.  
 
A narrow, two-story section with a lower roofline and a single fenestration bay is located on the 
eastern end of the building. A solid wood panel pedestrian door that is flush with the facade is 
located on the first story. Above this entrance, “OFFICE” is inscribed in a recessed rectangle in 
the stone. A nine-over-nine double hung window is located in the second story. This section has 
a modest stone parapet that has some chipping and damage at the bottom edge.  
 
The four-story rear section has a pair of pedestrian doors on the north elevation. The north 
elevation of the building is painted with a large American flag mural. 
 
History 
In April 1925, a fire destroyed Northville’s first movie theater, the Aliesum, and much of the 
north side of East Main Street. 848 The loss created a need for a theater in Northville, which was 
quickly filled by business partners Kate Penniman-Allen and Harry Lusk, who owned the 
Penniman-Allen Theatre in nearby Plymouth.849  


 
848 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135-139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
849 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135-139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
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Construction began on the Northville Penniman-Allen Theatre (P & A) in 1925. The theater 
opened in 1926 as a state-of-the-art movie house with 750 seats, an orchestra pit, a stage 
accommodating fourteen sets of scenery, and a $13,000 Wurlitzer orchestra unit organ.850 The P 
& A was a focal point of entertainment in Northville during the 1930s and 1940s. Kate 
Penniman-Allen eventually sold the theater to Edward Hohler, who also owned the Farmington 
Civic Theater.851 In 1978 the theater was sold to the Zayti family, who renamed it the Marquis.  
The Marquis Theatre building includes three addresses, the center, 135 (originally 133) East 
Main Street, is the theater itself. The theater entrance is flanked by two storefronts at 133 
(originally 131) and 137 East Main Street (originally 135). Upstairs were professional offices, 
historically 137 East Main Street. Their histories are described separately below. 
 
131 East Main Street 
The earliest known occupant for the space was the barber shop/beauty parlor of George W. and 
Mabel E. Hills.852 By 1943 it had become Isabel Hein’s store for children’s clothing, known as 
the Jack and Jill Store.853 Ms. Heins apparently married in the ensuing years, as by 1951 the store 
listed as Mrs. Isabel Willques’s.854 The store became known as the Little People’s Shop by 
1960.855 It was sold to Mary Ware in 1961, who sold it the following year to Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Farmer.856 The Farmers moved the business to 103 East Main. Following the Little People’s 
shop, the space housed the Northville Republican party offices before becoming the Northville 
Antique Shop. The shop was owned by Mrs. Arlyn Reilly and remained in business through 
1970.857 At the time of recordation the storefront housed the Marquis Theatre offices.  
 
135 East Main Street 
As of 1931, this storefront was home to The Art Shoppe.858 By 1943 it had become the Woolen 
Goods Store.859 This space gave way to Sibley’s Style Shop, a women’s clothing store, by 1951, 
which remained here through 1960.860 In 1969 the space housed J. L. Hudson, Real Estate.861 
This transitioned to an arts and crafts store, known as The Littlest Gallery, later that year, owned 
by Walter and Dorthea Carroll.862 As of 2018 the space housed a business called Urge.  
 
  


 
850 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135-139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
851 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “135-139 East Main | Marquis Theatre | 135 E. Main; Great 
Harvest | 139 E. Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
852 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
853 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 249. 
854 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 323. 
855 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
856 “Little People’s Shoppe.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-E. 
857 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970; “Northville Antique Shop,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-E. 
858 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
859 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 249. 
860 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 323. 
861 Advertisement “Congratulations…,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 9-E. 
862 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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137 East Main Street 
Among its first occupants were Wilbur Handorf, a physician, and Wilbur Johnston, an osteopath. 
The doctors were replaced by McClur R. Patterson, a dentist, and Henry H. Handorf, a physician, 
as of 1943.863 Dr. Handorf had his office here through 1951.864 This address was listed as vacant 
in 1960.865 The address was not listed in 1970 and was not publicly accessible from the façade as 
of 2018. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 131–137 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its role in the Northville’s community development and social/recreational/entertainment. 
Additionally, the building is significant under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The building at 131–137 East Main Street is a good example of a Mediterranean Revival theater. 
It retains integrity of design, as it retains its original footprint and the overall fenestration pattern 
has not been altered. The building also retains original materials. The integrity of workmanship 
is expressed through the elaborate ornamentation. The building also retains integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a theater and can 
be easily identified as an example of the Mediterranean Revival style. It is recommended as a 
contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
141–145 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The commercial building at 141–145 East Main Street is located in the central business district 
of Northville, Michigan, on the north side of the street. A public sidewalk spans the south 
elevation and a large, paved, surface parking lot is located to the north. The east elevation abuts 
the commercial building at 149 East Main Street, and the west elevation abuts the theater at 139 
East Main.  
 
The two-story, variegated orange brick commercial building has a rectilinear footprint and a flat 
roof. A one-story wing with a rooftop patio spans the rear (north) elevation, and a contemporary 
wood pergola was added to shade seating located on the rear (north) elevation. The building 
features a crenelated parapet with a concrete capstone, and a datestone in the center of the 
parapet reads “BRADER BLDG.”  
 
The building has two storefronts that are separated by an entryway that is placed slightly off-
center. The central entryway is flush with the façade and is defined by decorative brickwork. The 
paneled wood pedestrian door is topped by an arched fanlight and is placed in an arched opening 
that is defined by a single row of soldier course bricks with a concrete keystone and concrete 
bricks at the springline. Square concrete bulkheads are placed on each side of the door at ground 


 
863 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 249. 
864 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 323. 
865 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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level. The spandrel is filled with header bricks, which also extend down the sides of the door in a 
single row. The cornice above the entry is flush and is made of a course of soldier brick 
bookended by blocks of concrete. A course of stacked brick outlines the outside of the entry. A 
course of solider brick stretches across the top of the transoms for the length of the building and 
there are concrete blocks and each end. Brick pilasters are placed on the east and west corners of 
the first story. Each is of stacked brick with a central, recessed row of header bricks and rise 
from concrete bases to a concrete block.  
 
The western storefront features a string of four tall, narrow, single-light windows that extend to 
the ground. The eastern storefront has a recessed entryway with a pedestrian door, and three 
single-light windows each topped with two-light transom. These window rest on a tall concrete 
bulkhead to the east of the door and are edged in concrete. Small sign boards are placed above 
each window on both storefronts. 
 
The second story has three fenestration bays. The outer two bays have paired three-over-one 
windows with concrete lug sills. The central bay has two closely spaced sets of paired three-
over-one windows with a continuous concrete sill. Each pair of windows has a header of a single 
row of soldier bricks with small concrete blocks on the ends. Above the second-story windows 
are two rectangular panels of recessed, basket weave brick outlined with header brick with a 
small concrete block in each corner.  
 
The north elevation features on the first story two pedestrian doors with transom lights. Five 
three-over-one windows in various sizes are also located on the first story, and all rest on lug 
sills. A contemporary rooftop patio has been built on top of the one-story section, which is 
accessed by a metal stairway. Two pedestrian doors and two pairs of three-over-one windows are 
placed on the second story.  
 
History 
141 East Main Street 
The building was erected in 1928 after a 1925 fire destroyed the original buildings at this 
location.866 The storefront at 141 East Main housed Brader Dry Goods, owned by Samuel L. and 
Mary Brader, the building’s namesakes. The store was rebranded to the Brader’s Department 
Store and expanded to occupy the whole first story by the mid-1940s.867 Brader’s Department 
Store remained through the 1970s.868 In the 2000s the ground story became home to Next 
Chapter Bookstore and Bistro.869   
 
  


 
866 Northville Historical Home Tour 2010, 143 E Main. Main Street, East, 134-311, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
867 Northville Historical Society, East Main P & A Theatre, circa 1945. 
868 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
869 Northville Historical Home Tour 2010, 143 E Main. Main Street, East, 134-311, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
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143 East Main Street 
This is presumably the second story of the building, which housed four residences and the office 
of two realtors.870 By 1970 a single resident was at this address.871 In 2009, local architect 
Gregory Presley reconfigured the upstairs apartments into two two-bedroom units.872 
 
145 East Main Street 
According to the 1931 city directory, the space was first occupied by a hardware store, owned by 
Walter A. Ware.873 Thomas W. McCardle, a plumber, had an office in the rear of the hardware 
store. The address is not listed in the subsequent city directories, suggesting that perhaps 
Brader’s Department Store had expanded to include both storefronts. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 141–145 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its role in the Northville’s community development and commerce and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The building at 141–145 East Main Street retains integrity of design, as it retains its original 
footprint and the overall fenestration pattern has not been altered. The building also retains 
original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through modest ornamentation 
and overall construction. The building also retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a downtown commercial building. It is 
recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
235 East Main Street, Ford Valve Plant (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This structure is located on the northeast corner of the East Main Street and Griswold Street 
intersection. The industrial building designed by Albert Kahn once served as the Ford Valve 
Plant and has been adapted to house multiple businesses including a gym and office space. A 
surface parking lot stretches across the south elevation of the building. This parking lot can be 
accessed via driveway from Griswold Street and East Main Street. The south elevation’s central 
entrance is accessible by a ramp leading from the south parking lot. An additional parking lot is 
located on the north elevation of the building where a brick retaining wall extends north from the 
northeast corner of the structure. A public sidewalk wraps around the southwest corner of the 
property along Griswold Street and East Main Street. Ford Park East is located north of the 
building which connects to South Main Park to surround the north and east edge of the property. 
An interpretive sign describing the history of the Ford Valve Plant is located in the Ford Field 
Park.  


 
870 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
871 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
872 Northville Historical Home Tour 2010, 143 E Main. Main Street, East, 134-311, Northville Buildings by 
Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
873 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 211. 
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This property is located west of the Middle Rouge River A dammed stream from this source 
provides water to a metal overshot waterwheel housed on the south half of the building east 
elevation. This waterwheel rests in a fieldstone reservoir on the south elevation of a brick 
rectangular lean-to which houses the wheel machinery. A band of metal-and-glass windows 
extends north on the eastern elevation.  
 
The original brick one-story rectangular structure designed by Albert Kahn features a clerestory 
and a basement level. The clerestory features darkly glazed single light serial windows on each 
elevation. A rectangular one-story addition designed by Eberle Smith Associates was added to 
the west elevation of the Kahn designed building in 1957.874  In 1966, an additional one-story 
concrete block addition was added to the north elevation of the 1957 addition of the structure, 
giving it the L-shape footprint seen today. These additions mirror the original brickwork that 
Kahn included in the Art Deco design.  
 
The brick is laid in a Common Bond with a brick frieze band consisting of a pattern of dogtooth 
over-soldier over-dogtooth coursed bricks.  
 
A band of thirty-five-light metal industrial windows with a concrete slip sill line the north, south, 
east, and west elevations of the building. These are not the building’s original windows but are 
appropriate replacements.  
 
The band of windows on the south elevation is interrupted by two entrances and two thirty-five-
light metal windows. Both entrances are covered by a suspended metal canopy. The entrance on 
the eastern half of the south elevation was probably added after the initial Kahn construction 
since the brick work above the entry is not original and the new brick matches the massing of the 
industrial windows. This entry can be accessed by concrete steps leading up from the parking lot.  
 
The thirty-five-light windows on the east and west corners of the south elevation are flanked by 
brickwork laid in a unique Common Bond with every-other stretcher course extending beyond 
the face of the other brick courses, giving the corners a different texture than the flat brick to 
resemble a pilaster. This jutting pattern wraps around the southeast, southwest, and northeast 
corners of the original Kahn structure and interrupts the brick frieze band where present. The 
thirty-five-light windows on the south elevation feature an upside-down-T-shaped brick design 
which rises to the brick frieze present above the windows. This T-shaped brick pattern is also 
present above the entry way central to the south elevation and above the north entry to the Kahn 
structure.  
 
The west elevation of the structure is part of the 1957 addition and features a band of thirty-five-
light metal industrial windows. This band of windows is interrupted by a swing out door entry 
and an overhead door entryway. Access to the overhead door is provided by a driveway off of 
Griswold Street. The overhead door is flanked by patterned brickwork laid in a unique Common 


 
874 National Register of Historic Places Nomination of the Ford Valve Plant, Elisabeth Knibbe, June 1995.  
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Bond with every-other stretcher course extending beyond the face of the other brick courses, 
matching the corner textured brickwork of the Kahn structure. The driveway is flanked by 
concrete retaining walls. The swing out door entry way is north of this overhead door and is 
accessible by ramp.  
 
The north elevation of the structure (the 1966 addition) is concrete block that is painted yellow to 
match the yellow brick on the other elevations. Eighteen-light metal industrial windows stretch 
across this elevation above a concrete slip sill. The east elevation of the addition features metal 
and glass frieze windows and additional metal and glass industrial windows at irregular intervals. 
A rectangular block rests on the roof. The 1957 and 1966 additions that were joined to the 
original Kahn building are discernable through the changes in building material and window 
patterns.  
 
The north elevation of the Kahn structure features an unbroken row of metal and glass windows 
through the middle of the upper level. A thirty-five-light window is located on the northeast 
corner and features an upside-down-T-shaped brick design which rises to the brick frieze present 
above the windows, matching the windows on the south elevation. A retaining wall surrounds the 
lower level. Evenly spaced metal and glass windows and a loading dock, which is accessible via 
a ramp that slopes east from the north parking lot. The entry to the loading dock houses the 
original oak doors.  
 
A small single-story square outbuilding is located north of the eastern half of the building on a 
concrete foundation. A half glass door and the original metal windows are extant on the south 
and east elevations; however, the west elevation window has been bricked in. The brick bond 
matches the original Kahn structure.  
 
History 
In 1919 Ford Motor Company purchased the former Dubuar Manufacturing Facility at Main and 
Griswold Streets.875 Ford opened his first village industry plant in the old Dubuar building. The 
original building was replaced by the extant facility in 1936 as the Ford Valve Plant. Ford moved 
out of the building in 1988 and sold to a new owner in 1994.  
 
The interior was renovated and in 1998, the water wheel was reconstructed, as the original was 
badly deteriorated.876 In 2005 the building was remodeled again to a multi-tenant commercial 
facility. The building was renamed Water Wheel Centre, and as of 2018, housed eleven 
tenants.877 The property adjacent to the building on the Rouge River has become a park. For a 
full history of the building, see the Industrial context of this report. 
 


 
875 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
876 Water Wheel Centre. “Historic Building: A Look Through the Years.” accessed, May 14, 2018, 
http://waterwheelcentre.com/history.html. 
877 Water Wheel Centre. “Historic Building: A Look Through the Years.” accessed, May 14, 2018, 
http://waterwheelcentre.com/history.html. 
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Evaluation 
The property at 235 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development, commerce, and industry. The resource is also 
associated with Henry Ford, who brought one of his village industries to the community of 
Northville. Finally, the building is significant for both its architecture, and its architect, Albert 
Kahn.  
 
The Ford Valve Plant at 235 East Main Street is currently listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. It is an excellent example of an industrial building designed by notable Detroit 
architect Albert Kahn and continues to retain integrity of design, materials, workmanship, 
location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District. 
 
324 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This structure is located on the south side of East Main Street. A surface parking lot is situated 
south of the structure. A public sidewalk passes across the north boundary of the property.  
 
A truncating hip-roof covers the two-story red brick structure, which has a rectilinear footprint 
and rests on a brick foundation. The building is covered with a running course brick accented 
with patterned brick, clinker bricks, decorative half-timbering and limestone details.  
 
The three-bay façade faces north, towards East Main Street. A prominent projecting cross gable 
extends north from the eastern side of the facade. Typical of the Tudor Style of architecture, this 
gable end is decorated with half-timbering and brick infill. The brick infill is a combination of 
basket weave, herringbone, and header bond masonry. A flat-roofed, canted bay window is 
situated on the first story with a large single-light fixed window flanked by two narrow 
rectangular single-light windows. These windows are separated by brick and 3 sets of rectangular 
paired quoin stones and topped with stone lintels. Large, irregular shaped stones are set into the 
masonry above the lintels and a stone belt course separates the windows from the brick base of 
the bay. A string of three four-over-two rectangular casement windows are set below the gable 
on the second-story. They are topped by a large wood bean with a slight arch at the center 
 
The building’s entry rests in a two-story half-hipped ell. This ell sits back from the cross gable 
that projects north. The entryway features a carved wood door with a narrow, centered window 
of leaded glass, a stepped, heavy wood door frame with a slightly arched lintel, and door 
surround t of two stepped rows of header brick masonry with a central keystone. A large metal 
(brass) and glass hexagonal lantern hangs above the keystone and a shed-roof dormer with a 
stained-glass window that contains a center shield among vertical rectangles of brown, gold and 
frosted glass and a header brick sill that tilts outward sits within the second-story dormer. 
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The recessed facade bay, at the northwest corner of the structure, features a casement window on 
the first-story. Each casement has eight lights and is topped by a four-light transom. A limestone 
stone window surround with a keystone decorates the first-story window. A shed-roof dormer 
pierces the roof’s eave and houses a set of casement windows, each with six lights, and topped 
with a four-light transom. The second story of this recessed bay is decorated with half-timbering 
with a combination of ornamental brick infill below the eave which includes large rectangles of 
basketweave on each side of the window. Underneath the window is a timber square with a 
timber X that is the width of the window. Inside the upper and lower halves of the X are filled 
with soldier course brick while the sides are brick regular running course.  
 
The west elevation of the building exits directly into a surface parking lot. A small gabled hood 
covered in asphalt shingles and supported with plain, open brackets covers a pedestrian door 
with stone sill. Two small six-light windows with outwardly tilted brick sills flank the entryway 
on the first story, and two basement egress windows are visible on either side of the entry at the 
ground level. A six-light casement window is located north of the entryway. This window has a 
stone sill decorated with four irregularly shaped stones, at the top corners and at the windows 
mid-height, and a keystone. An arched stained-glass window is located above the entryway, 
between the first and second stories. This window has a tilted brick sill, limestone keystone and 
limestone blocks at the arch’s springline. Two shed-roofed dormers pierce the eaves from the 
second-story and contain 6 light casement windows with a four-light transom. These windows 
have tilted brick sills. These dormers flank a centered, half-hipped wall dormer situated on the 
western roof slope houses a pair of six-light casement windows. 
 
The south elevation is not visible from the public right of way.  
 
A wide brick chimney rises from the northern corner of the west elevation of the building and 
pierces the eave of the north elevation’s projecting gable-front section. The chimney shaft rises 
to the summit of the roof ridge. It has decorative rows of raised course brick at the top, a row of 
raised brick near the second story roof line, and below that a centered, narrow panel of recessed 
brick that runs for about 20 courses. This chimney is a dominant architectural feature; however, 
it is obscured by a tall pine tree growing northwest of the building. Three bays of rectangular 
multi-light casement windows decorate the west elevation and a shed-roofed dormer sits on the 
east roof slope.  
 
History 
The house was erected in 1937 as the residence of physicians Dr. H. I Sparling and Dr. Irene 
Sparling.878 The couple lived in the house through the 1950s.879 As of 1960, Irene Spraling 
resided in the house alone.880 By 1970 the building had a dual commercial and residential use, 


 
878 City of Northville Assessor; “Sparlings Build Home on Former Village Property,” 324 E Main. Main Street, East, 
134-311, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
879 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 248 
880 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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serving as the residence of Bruce McAlester and the office of McAllister’s House of 
Decorating.881 At the time of recordation, the building housed Corriveau Law.  
 
Evaluation 
The property at 324 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 324 East Main Street is an excellent example of a Tudor style dwelling. Tudor 
houses were very popular between 1890 and 1940, and typical features include decorative wall 
timbering, brick wall cladding, a prominent cross gable on the façade, massive chimney stacks, 
grouped windows, and bay windows. This house includes many of these features in a way that 
clearly identifies the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 324 East Main Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original 
footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property 
retains many original materials. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the use of 
different patterns of brick and half timbering, the fenestration, the ornamentation, the stained and 
leaded glass, and the overall form and construction of the property. The house retains integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic 
associations with a specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
332 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The structure is located on the south side of East Main Street. A public sidewalk is located north. 
A driveway and residential structure are east of the building. South of the building is a parking 
lot that abuts a vacant lot, which is lined by trees.  
 
Originally constructed as a residence, this structure has retained its original footprint over the 
years. The cross-gabled residence was constructed with a two-story, T-shaped footprint with an 
L-shaped, one-story wing on the south elevation, creating an irregular cross gable. The one-story 
wing has been increased to two stories sometime after 1942. The structure has clapboard 
sheathed exterior walls and asphalt shingles cover the roof. The entire foundation is concealed 
from view by a combination of lattice work, porches, synthetic siding, and foundation plantings.  
 
Typical of the Queen Anne style of architecture, a curved single-story porch wraps around the 
northeast corner of the gable front section, across the façade and east elevations. A stairway clips 
the northeast curve of the porch leading to the main entryway. The entryway also clips the 
northeast corner of the structure. Three unfluted columns flank each side of the porch’s stairway. 


 
881 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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These evenly spaced, single, round, Doric columns rise from the porch’s knee wall railing to the 
cornice, which is lined with dentils. 
 
A second single-story, wrap-around porch encloses the east and south elevations and was added 
sometime after 1942, possibly when the second story was added to the rear wing.882 A 
combination of stairways and ramps allow access to the additional entryways on the east and 
south elevations. This secondary porch is decorated by a spindlework frieze and balustrade that 
are connected by turned posts.  
 
The facade features ornate detailing within the gable. A bracketed cornice marks a recessed slope 
decorated with staggered wood shingles and three rows of fish scale shingles. The side-gables on 
the east and west elevations contain recessed slopes with fish scale shingles.  
 
The main entryway at the northeast corner of the building is a contemporary pedestrian door with 
a large, central, stained glass panel. Additional fenestration in the façade includes a central 
fenestration bay with a large one-over-one window on each story. The northwest corner is also 
clipped on the first story and has a large one-over-one window. All of these windows are modern 
replacement windows and have unornamented surrounds. A stained-glass Palladian window rests 
in the peak of the gable above the bracketed cornice. The central window has a large wood 
keystone in its surround, and its flanking windows resemble fanlights.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a fenestration bay to the north of an ell with a one-
over-one window on each story. The ell has a one-over-one window on the north and west sides 
of the first story and a one-over-one window on the west side of the second story. A four-light, 
stained glass ocular window is located in the gable. No additional fenestration ono the west 
elevation was visible from the public right-of-way. All of the windows are modern replacement 
windows and have unornamented surrounds, except for the ocular window, which appears to be 
original. 
 
The east elevation has a large one-over-one window on the first story and a smaller one-over-one 
window in the second story. To the south of this is an ell, with a clipped northeast corner. One-
over-one windows are located on the first story of the ell on its north side and northeast corner, 
and on the second floor in the north and east sides. The east side of the first story has a one-over-
one window within a square bay that is capped by a hipped, asphalt-shingle-clad roof and a 
dentil-lined cornice and is clad in fishscale shingles. All of these windows are modern 
replacement windows. A stained glass ocular window is also located in this gable peak.  
 
The rear, L-shaped wing has a pedestrian door in the east projecting elevation that is sheltered by 
the rear porch. The paneled wood door has a single-light transom and sidelights. A square, 
single-light window is located to the south of the door. A second wood pedestrian door with a 
transom is located on the south side of this wing’s projecting section. Additional fenestration on 


 
882 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 6. 
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the first story includes three one-over-one windows. The second story of the east elevation has a 
four-light, arch-topped window in a small cross-gable; a two-light sliding window in a small, 
square, bay window; and a one-over-one window in a gabled wall dormer. All of the windows 
and doors have simple surrounds and are modern replacements.  
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes a paneled wood pedestrian door and a one-over-one 
window on the first story. A Palladian window decorates the south elevation gable. All of the 
windows and doors are modern replacements. 
 
History 
Based on Sanborn map research, the house was erected circa 1895, with the historical address 
210 East Main.  
 
The earliest known residents were a widow, Frances M. Horton, who resided in the house with 
her son, Edward S. Horton Jr. during the 1920s and 1930s.883 Her husband, Edward S. Horton Sr. 
died in 1903. His obituary noted that he was postmaster of Northville for 20 years and a real 
estate developer, having built “a number of the best residences in Northville.”884 Research did 
not reveal specific houses attributed to Horton, however a newspaper article from 1893 describes 
him as erecting a large brick building on Main Street with a Lodge Hall upstairs, matching the 
description of the Union Block, constructed that year at 117-127 East Main.885 The earliest 
evidence of the Hortons residing on Main Street is a 1918 newspaper advertisement that reveals 
Mrs. Horton worked for, or leased space to, Dr. Ruth Jepson Beebe, an osteopath, who had 
offices in Detroit and Northville. The Northville office was located at “Mrs. Frances Horton’s, 
Main Street.”886 
 
By 1943 residency had changed to Blanch E. McKinney.887 By 1951 it was the offices of Frank 
Billman, a real estate agent.888 As of 1960 the building included four households.889 By 1970 two 
residences were in the house as well as the Doris Beauty Salon.890 At the time of recordation the 
building housed four offices and was known as the Franklin Center. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 332 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The building at 332 East Main Street is a good example of a Queen Anne-style dwelling and is 
easily identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains a good level of integrity 


 
883 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 178. 
884 “Reaper Death Again Busy,” Northville Record, February 26, 1903, 1. 
885 “This is Business,” Northville Record, April 20, 1893, 1 
886 “Professional Cards.” Northville Record, December 16, 1914, 4.  
887 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 248 
888 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 324. 
889 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
890 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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of design, as its footprint and overall fenestration pattern have not changed. However, the 
synthetic siding and vinyl windows have diminished the integrity of materials. The integrity of 
workmanship is expressed through the ornamentation, stained glass, and overall form and 
construction. The property conveys its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
341 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 341 East Main Street is located in a commercial district in the eastern end of 
downtown Northville, Michigan, on the north side of the road. A public sidewalk is located along 
the south edge of the property. A paved parking lot is located north of the structure, which can be 
accessed from two driveways on the north side of East Main Street. The east driveway features a 
fieldstone retaining wall on the east side and a row of stones on the west side. The west driveway 
features concrete pavers and is flanked by stone retaining walls. The parking lot abuts a public 
playground to the north. The south elevation of the building is decorated with raised garden beds 
lined with stones. A concrete paver walkway leads from the public sidewalk to the façade. 
 
The building is a two-story, modest Italianate of wood frame construction with a rectilinear 
footprint and a truncated hip roof. It was originally built as a residential building and has been 
converted for commercial use. The roof is sheathed in brown asphalt shingles and the eave of the 
west elevation is pierced by an external, narrow brick chimney stack painted white. The exterior 
walls are clad in wood clapboards with corner boards. The building is painted a deep beige with 
white trim. The frieze is decorated with white panels that resemble board and batten siding. The 
building rests on a stone foundation. Stone on the façade has been shaped into square, coursed 
blocks and the foundation on the east and west elevation is uncoursed rubble stone.  
 
A one-story porch with a hipped roof extends across the façade. Wood stairs lead from the 
concrete paver pathway to the porch. A concrete ramp that is accessible from the west elevation 
rises in the west half of the porchand is concealed behind a wood and lattice knee wall. 
Latticework conceals the foundation below the porch. Five turned replacement posts rise from 
the decking to the roof and a replacement balustrade with narrow, turned spindles encloses the 
porch. Quatrefoils carved in wood decorate the porch frieze.  
 
The porch provides access to the main entryway in the building. The wood pedestrian door 
features two panels of matching leaded glass and is surrounded by leaded glass sidelights and a 
leaded glass transom. Additional fenestration on the first story of the façade includes a one-over-
one window to the east of the door and three asymmetrically spaced one-over-one windows to 
the west. Four one-over-over windows are located in the second story. The windows in the 
façade have modest wood surrounds with simple drip caps.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes, on the first story, three one-over-one windows and a 
pedestrian door at the northwest corner. The northernmost window has had its lower sash 
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enclosed by an air conditioning unit and the pedestrian door is inaccessible. Three one-over one 
windows are located in the second story. Like the windows on the façade, these windows have 
modest wood surrounds with drip caps. 
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes, on the first story, a pedestrian door and a one-over-
one window to the south of the chimney and two one-over-one windows to the north of the 
chimney. The second story features two one-over-one windows to the south of the chimney and 
one to the north. The pedestrian door is inaccessible. The windows and door have modest wood 
surrounds.  
 
Window openings are placed in the foundation walls of the east and west elevation and have 
been infilled with glass blocks. The north elevation cannot be viewed from the public right of 
way.  
 
History 
The stone foundation and subtle Italianate stylings of the house indicate it was erected circa 
1865. The building’s original purpose was a respite home for returning Civil War Veterans.891  
In the late 1890s the building operated as Angie Smith’s boarding house, which offered a place 
of residence for patients of Dr. Yarnall’s Gold Cure Clinic, which opened across the street at 400 
East Main Street.892 The clinic operated at this location from 1897–1918.  
 
During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the boarding house at 341 East Main was 
owned and operated by James and Flora (Hutton) Smith.893 Flora Hutton died in 1914 and her 
husband continued to rent rooms in the house into 1920.894 
 
Sometime between 1920 and 1932 the house was purchased by Ford Motor Company, likely to 
house workers at the Ford Valve Plant at 235 East Main.895 In May 1932, Ford Motor Company 
gifted the former boarding house to the Northville American Legion and Legion Auxiliary for its 
headquarters.896 The Legion remodeled the interior of the building, including removing partition 
walls and installing hardwood floors on the first story. During World War II, the American 
Legion sponsored the Northville Chapter of the Red Cross, which operated in the Legion’s 
facilities until the end of the war. 
 
In 1943 the American Legion sold the building to Fred and Blanche Moffitt; who owned it until 
their deaths in 1964 and 1973, respectively.897 In 1975 the building was remodeled for retail use, 


 
891 “341 East Main Street”, 1 Main Street, East, 134-311, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
892 “341 East Main Street”, 1 Main Street, East, 134-311, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
893 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
894 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
895 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
896 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
897 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
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and became the Bedspread Place, a discount bedding outlet.898 In 1983 brothers Don, Jim, and 
Bob Perkins opened the Wooden Shovel Antiques Shop in the building.899 It was open here a 
short time before Bill McQuire purchased the building in 1984 to open his own antique furniture 
store. He later transitioned from furniture to art, and his business was known as McGuires Fine 
Art Gallery, which remained open through 2017.900   
 
Evaluation 
The property at 341 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development, healthcare and the social/recreation/ 
entertainment of the city’s residents. Additionally, the building is significant under Criterion C 
for architecture. 
 
The building at 341 East Main Street retains a good degree of integrity and clearly conveys its 
historic character. The commercial building and former boarding house retains integrity of 
design, as the footprint and overall fenestration pattern has not been altered. The building has 
many original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through the overall form 
and construction of the building. The building also expressed integrity of location and setting and 
can be associated with a specific period of time and architectural style, creating integrity of 
feeling and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic 
District. 
 
342 East Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This house, which currently functions as a commercial building, is located on the south side of 
East Main Street. A public sidewalk spans across the north edge of the parcel. A paved driveway 
leads south to a paved parking lot. Wood retaining walls with border plantings line the public 
sidewalk and pathway leading up a set of concrete stairs to the north façade entryway. Northeast 
of the residence, a wood and metal memorial bench is surrounded on three sides by the retaining 
wall.  
 
The building is a two-story wood frame Italianate with an irregular footprint. The main block of 
the house has a T-shaped footprint, with a one-story rectangular ell attached on the south 
elevation. These portions of the house rest on a fieldstone foundation. A gable-roofed rectilinear 
addition with a concrete block foundation was added to the south elevation during the 1980s.901 
This addition created a telescope effect that expands from south to north. The entire structure is 
sheathed in wavy asbestos siding and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The two-story 
house has a shallowly sloping hipped roof with small cross gables on the façade and east and 
west ells. 


 
898 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
899 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
900 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “341 East Main,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
901 Michele Fecht, “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018. 
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The two-story portion is decorated with a wide, wood cornice and brackets below the wide, 
overhanging eaves, placed singly and in pairs, which is typical of the Italianate style of 
architecture. A shallow decorative gable is centered on the roof line.  
 
The façade features three evenly spaced fenestration bays. The first story has two two-over-two 
windows on the first story, and a modern replacement pedestrian six panel door with sidelights in 
placed in the westernmost bay. The three light sidelight has decorative panels at its base. The 
entry is defined by a wide wood door surround with decorative square blocks in the upper 
corners. The second story has three two-over-two windows.  
 
A secondary entrance is located on the north elevation of the west ell. This wood door appears to 
original and has two narrow, arched window lights in its upper panel. Simple cement slabs 
provide steps to the entryway. Remaining fenestration on the west and east elevations includes 
two-over-two windows, some of which are in pairs, in evenly spaced fenestration bays. The rear, 
one-story section includes two-over-two and single-light windows. All of the windows have 
modest surrounds. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1873 by Northville pioneer Lewis H. Hutton.902  Mr. Hutton came to 
Northville in 1854 and manufactured buggies, wagons, and sleighs. He also owned and managed 
Northville Mills. 
 
In 1897 Lewis Hutton sold the house to Dr. Yarnall for $3,000.903 The interior was updated with 
new paint, wallpaper, and wainscoting in every room. From 1897 to 1918 the building housed 
Dr. Yarnall’s Gold Cure institute, serving as a sanatorium for those struggling with alcohol and 
smoking addictions.904 At the time Yarnall owned the building, the house had front and side 
porches and the windows were surmounted by pediments.905 An arched sign extended over a 
paved pedestrian path in front of the house. 
 
Following Yarnall’s departure, the house became a private residence. One of the original 
addresses appears to have been 212 East Main Street. The house was converted to apartments by 
the late 1920s. As of 1931, the house was occupied by two families, George E. and Cora 
Shoebridge and Mrs. Susie J. Calkins. George Shoebridge was a plumber.906 Mrs. Calkins was a 
widow and worked as a server at Royal Ann Café.907 
 


 
902 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
903 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018. 
904 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018; Study Committee, 
Northville Historic District. 
905 Northville Historical Society, Photograph, Yarnall Gold Cure Institute 342 East Main, circa 1900 
906 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 194. 
907 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 233. 
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In the 1940s Harold F. and Thelma A. Wagenschultz and William B. and Barbara E. Petz resided 
in the building. Wagemzchultz was a bartender.908 Petz worked at the Petz Corner filling station 
at 470 East Main Street.909  
 
By 1951 Robert and Laura Black, Albert G. and Ruth Wilson, and Walter E. and Marion Barlow 
resided in the building. Robert Black was a driver for the Northville Taxi Company.910 Albert 
Wilson was a bookkeeper for Petz Brothers.911 Walter Barlow was a driver for Stevens Van 
Lines.912 In the 1960s residents were Archie Niles, Jr. and Donald Hall.913 Three residents were 
here in 1970.914 
 
In the early 1980s it was purchased by Ron Bodnar, who expanded the building with a rear 
addition for his printing business, Copy-Boy Printers.915 The first story housed retail businesses, 
including Handcrafters Unlimited (1983), and Sherwood Picture Framing (1989).916 The building 
was vacant at the time of recordation in 2018. 
Evaluation 
The property at 342 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development and healthcare. Additionally, the building is 
significant under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 342 East Main Street is a good example of an Italianate-style dwelling and is easily 
identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains a good level of integrity of 
design, as its overall fenestration pattern has not changed and the small, rear addition has not 
altered the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property. Although the asbestos siding is 
not original to the house, it was manufactured and sold between 1907 and 1970, and was 
therefore added to the house during the period of significance. The house retains its original 
brackets and wood windows. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the 
ornamentation and overall form and construction. The property conveys its integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 
  


 
908 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 248 
909 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 222. 
910 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 230. 
911 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 323. 
912 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 309. 
913 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
914 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
915 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018 
916 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “342 East Main Street | Copy-Boy Printers,” email to Elaine 
Robinson, March, 2018 
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410 East Main Street (Residence/Commercial Building: Contributing; Outbuilding: Non-
Contributing) 
 
Description 
This building was originally built as a residence and has since been converted to a business. The 
building is located on the southeast corner of the East Main Street and Griswold Street 
intersection. A public sidewalk stretches across the north and west edges of the property. A 
concrete driveway leads to a small parking lot on the south elevation of the building from 
Griswold Street, and a second small parking area is placed to the east of the house and is 
accessed from East Main. A white picket fence surrounds the east and south border of the 
property. A stone retaining wall trims the northwest corner of the parking lot, and a small gable-
roof shed is located on the southeast corner of the parking lot.  
 
The two-story, cross-gabled Gothic Revival-style house rests on a fieldstone foundation. The 
façade faces north towards East Main Street. The exterior walls are clad in wood clapboards 
painted blue with white trim and the roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles in a fish scale pattern. 
A two-story, gable-roof sections spans the south (rear) elevation, and a one-story section is 
placed to the rear of this. A central gable-dormer pierces the roof cornice of the façade and is 
decorated with cut out bargeboards typical of the Gothic Revival style of architecture. 
Bargeboards are also present on the east and west gable ends of the structure. 
 
A small, one-story porch with a shed roof and a cross gable is centrally placed on the façade. The 
roof is supported by two square columns and two square pilasters with large capitals. Highly 
decorative open scrollwork resembling bargeboards are placed below the porch roof. A second 
small, shed-roofed porch is placed on the west elevation of the one-story section, and a third 
shed-roofed porch is placed on the east elevation to the two-story, gabled section. Both porches 
have turned posts and modest balustrades, and the eastern porch has a spindlework frieze.  
The façade has three fenestration bays. A centered pedestrian door, which is a replacement wood 
door with a large leaded glass window light, is sheltered by the porch and a four-over-four, 
double-hung window is located to each side of the porch. These windows and the door have 
wood, eared surrounds. Paired one-over-one-pointed arch windows w are placed in the dormer. 
These windows have a highly ornamented wood surround with unfluted pilasters with large 
pedestals and capitals, which support a pediment with two pointed arches.  
 
The east elevation features a four-over-four window and an ocular window with a hood mold on 
the first story, both of which have eared surrounds. A pair of Gothic windows with two-light 
lower sashes and five-light upper sashes is placed in the gable peak. Like the pair of windows on 
the façade, these paired windows also feature a surround with two pointed arches; however, they 
lack the pilasters. In the rear two-story section, a pedestrian door is sheltered by the porch. A 
four-over-four-window is placed to the north of the porch. A gabled wall dormer pierces the 
cornice and features a string of three four-over-four windows, with a central pointed transom 
window. Two four-over-four windows are placed in the rear one-story section. All of the 
windows on the first story have eared surrounds. 
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Like the east elevation, the west elevation has two four-over-four windows on the first story and 
a pair of Gothic windows on the second. The window surrounds share the same motif as the east 
elevation windows, but the lower windows are covered by fabric awnings. A canted bay window 
with a hipped roof is placed to the south and houses four single-light windows with cut-out 
patterns used to create a lancet effect. A single four-over-four window is located to the south of 
the bay, and a pedestrian door is sheltered by the porch. 
 
The south elevation features three four-over-four windows on the first story and one four-over-
four window on the second story. A wood ramp leads from the rear parking lot to the porch. 
 
The outbuilding located southeast of the house is a simple side-gabled structure with a wood 
stoop and overhanging eaves. The synthetic siding and asphalt shingles match those of the house. 
 
History 
Based on comparable properties in Northville, the Gothic Revival-style house was erected circa 
1880. Historically, Griswold Street (originally named Butler Street) did not extend south of East 
Main Street; therefore, 410 East Main was not located on corner, rather the center of a block.917 
Prior to the street changes, the address of the building was 226 East Main Street. As of 1893 the 
house had reached its present footprint; however, the rear one-and-one-half story cross-gable 
section of the building was only one story.918 By 1909 two one-story sections had been added to 
the rear of the building, which remain today.919   
 
The earliest known residents of the building were Spencer and Adeline Clark, who resided in the 
house during the 1920s and 1930s. Mr. Clark was the treasurer of Globe Furniture & 
Manufacturing Company.920 Mrs. Mary A. Clark lived in the house by 1943.921 By 1951 the 
house was the residence of J. Ross and Virginia Whitehead. Mr. Whitehead worked as a clerk for 
Ford Motor Company.922 As of 1960 Robert L. Malcolm, who owned Malcolm Saddlery, resided 
in the house.923 By 1970 the building included three households.924 As of 2018 the building was 
the offices of Private Lending Group. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 410 East Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 410 East Main Street is a good example of a Gothic Revival-style dwelling and is 
easily identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains a good level of integrity 


 
917 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 1. 
918 Ibid., 1. 
919 Sanborn, Northville, Wayne County Michigan (New York: Sanborn Map Co., October 1909), 1. 
920 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 169. 
921 Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 310. 
922 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 308. 
923 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
924 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 







 


4-91 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


of design, as its overall fenestration pattern has not changed and the addition has not altered the 
overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property. The house retains original materials. The 
awnings could also be removed without damaging historic materials. The integrity of 
workmanship is expressed through the ornamentation, such as the porch, bargeboard, and 
window surrounds, and through the overall form and construction. The property conveys its 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
The detached shed is a non-historic building and recommended non-contributing to the 
Northville Historic District. 
 


4.12 Main Street – West 


 
202 West Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This commercial building is located on the northwest corner of the West Main Street and North 
Wing Street intersection, west of the central business district of Northville, Michigan. A public 
sidewalk spans the south and east border of the property. A driveway accessible from West Main 
Street curves between the south elevation of the building and a landscaped garden bed to exit 
onto North Wing Street. A surface parking lot is located west of the structure and is accessed 
from the north side of West Main Street and the east side of High Street. The northern edge of 
the lot abuts residential properties. Landscaped garden beds surround the structure and parking 
lot.  
 
The Art Moderne-style structure features an irregular footprint. The main block of the building is 
roughly L-shaped with two rounded corners, both on the southeast corners of the building. One 
leg of the L, which is oriented parallel to West Main Street, is one story is height. The other leg, 
oriented perpendicular to West Main Street, is one-and-one-half stories tall. A one-story section 
with a rectilinear footprint extends from the northern side of the west elevation. Small additions 
are placed on its west elevation and south elevation. The exterior walls are constructed of 
concrete block and the building has a flat roof.  
 
A large canopy extends from the façade of the one-story section, providing shelter to a walkway. 
It follows the curve of the storefront around to the east elevation. The walls above the canopy 
and the upper story of the taller section are covered in large, square tiles. A fabric awning is 
placed at the where the two legs intersect and shelters the main entrance. 
 
The main entrance to the building is a glass pedestrian door. A bank of tall, single-light windows 
is placed to the south of the door and curves around the façade of the one-and-one-half-story 
section. Two large windows that resemble single-bay overhead doors are placed to the east of the 
entryway, in the one-story section. Three unevenly spaced pedestrian doors with transom lights 
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are placed to the east of this. A bank of eight large, single-light windows wraps around the 
curved southeast corner. The outer two windows are semicircular in shape. Fenestration on the 
east elevation includes two pedestrian doors, both of which are flanked by large, single-light 
windows with transoms. The west elevation has a bank of large, single-light windows in the first 
story and a metal frame twelve-light window with a central hopper in the upper story.  
 
Fenestration on the western, one-story section includes three large windows covered by metal 
bars on the south elevation. A pedestrian door is placed on its west elevation, and a second 
pedestrian door is within the addition on its south elevation.  
 
History 
The former filling station, originally Atchison Gulf Service Station, was erected circa 1935. 
Originally, the building included a one-story concrete block section with a rectilinear footprint 
and a two-story brick tower at the northwest corner.925 The building component that projects 
from the façade’s southwest corner was added sometime after circa 1945. By the early 1950s the 
building had expanded and included more than just a service station. Atchison had expanded to 
include motor sales. The Northville Taxi Service was housed in the building, as well as a barber 
shop owned by Charles Cocharn.926 By 1960 the Atchisons had expanded their holdings in the 
building, which included the Gulf Service station, Atchison Realty, the offices of a civil 
engineer, Malcolm’s Saddlery, and Charles Conklin’s barber shop.927  In 1962 the business was 
purchased by Calvin Cross, who renamed it Cal’s Gulf Service.928 The new ownership is 
reflected in the businesses present in 1970, including, in addition to the service station, Cal’s 
Corner Barber Shop and Myers Self-Service Dry Cleaning.929 At the time of recordation the 
building housed a restaurant, known as Garage. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 202 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development and commerce and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The commercial building at 202 West Main Street retains integrity of design, as the overall 
footprint and fenestration pattern have not been altered. The only change to the footprint has 
been a small addition (circa 1970) on the west elevation that has not impacted the scale, massing, 
and proportion of the building, and the construction of a small addition sheltering the entrance on 
the western section, which is easily distinguishable from the original building. The building also 
retains original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through the curving 
storefront and overall construction of the building. The building also retains integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a downtown 


 
925 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
926 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 325. 
927 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
928 “Cal’s Gulf Service Stations,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, E-19. 
929 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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commercial building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic 
District. 
 
215 West Main Street, Northville Municipal Building (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The building at 215 West Main Street is located on the southwest corner of the West Main Street 
and South Wing Street intersection and serves as the Northville Municipal Building. Public 
sidewalks span the north and east sides of the property. Paved parking lots are located south and 
west of the structure. The south parking lot is accessed from South Wing Street and the west 
parking lot is accessed from West Main Street. A horseshoe-shaped driveway is located north of 
the structure, and a wide driveway is located on the western half of the façade. A flagpole and 
memorial with two benches is located east of this driveway. A landscaped garden bed is located 
on the north elevation of the building along the horseshoe driveway and public benches are 
located on the eastern half of the north lawn. Tall trees provide shade on the northeast edge of 
the property. Foundation plantings line the north, east, and west elevations of the structure.  
 
The one-story Colonial Revival-style structure features an irregular footprint. The main block of 
the building has a cross-gabled roof with a T-shaped footprint. Small hyphens on each side 
connect to cross-gabled sections. The land slopes downward to the south, resulting in a walk-out 
lower level on the south (rear) elevation. A one-story, flat-roofed addition is placed on the south 
elevation of the eastern cross-gabled section. The gabled roofs are sheathed in asphalt shingles 
and a cupola is placed near the center of the main block. The exterior walls are clad in brick and 
the gables and cupola are clad with synthetic siding. 
 
A small portico with square columns is centered on the façade and shelters a pedestrian door 
with sidelights and a transom window. Six twelve-over-twelve, double-hung windows are placed 
on the façade, three on each side of the portico. The eastern gable end has a large, central, 36-
light window with flanking twelve-light windows. All of the windows have sections of synthetic 
siding below their sills that extend to the ground. The western gable front has a two-bay, 
overhead door and a single-bay overhead door. A second two-bay overhead door is located on 
this section’s side-gabled portion. 
 
The east elevation features six-over-six, double-hung windows on each story. The south 
elevation includes a pair of pedestrian doors that open into the lower level. The remaining 
fenestration includes twelve-over-twelve, double-hung windows in symmetrically placed 
fenestration bays. The first story of the central gable includes a string of fifteen-light windows 
with six-light transoms. 
 
The one-story, rear addition has a small cornerstone on its southwest corner that reads “1979.” 
The windows also consist mainly twelve-over-twelve, double-hung sashes and are decorated 
with a soldier brick course above each opening. The cupola features three-light rectangular 
windows on each elevation and is topped with a bellcast roof.  
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History 
Historically, this was the site of a large Greek Revival-style residence owned first by Dr. David 
Gregory and later by W. G. Lapham.930 The house eventually became the city hall. It was 
demolished in 1963 and the extant city hall/municipal complex was erected.931 Originally, the 
municipal building housed the city hall, library, police, and fire stations. The library moved out 
of the building in 1975 but the other facilities remain in the building. 932 See the Government 
context section of this report for a complete history of the building. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 215 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development and government and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The Northville Municipal Building at 215 West Main Street retains integrity of design, as the 
overall fenestration pattern has not been altered and the rear addition has not impacted the scale, 
massing, and proportion of the building. The building retains original materials, and also retains 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations 
as a municipal building. It is recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic 
District. 
 
302 West Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 302 West Main Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of West Main 
Street and High Street. A concrete paved driveway leads along the north side of the property 
from High Street and widens to form a small parking area. A concrete sidewalk stretches across 
the east and south sides of the property, and a contemporary concrete paver walkway leads from 
West Main Street to the façade. Ornamental plantings and small trees are scattered throughout 
the yard, and foundation plantings are present along the façade and east elevation.  
 
The property is a one-story, running course brick Bungalow with Neoclassical details that 
currently functions as a commercial building. The house has a roughly rectilinear footprint with a 
cross-gable roof. A one-story front porch spans two-thirds of the façade and wraps around to 
span half of the east elevation. A small, hipped roof porch is placed on the western half of the 
north (rear) elevation. The roof is sheathed in brown asphalt shingles and is pierced in its east 
slope by a red brick chimney stack with several rows of raised courses at the top. Decorative 
brackets resembling carved rafter tails are found along the roofline where the first and second 
story meet. The exterior walls are clad in a medium brown brick, as depicted in Sanborn maps, 


 
930 Laura Smyth Hixson, Early Northville, (Northville: Northville Historical Society, 1982). 
931 Hixson, Early Northville. 
932 Louie. Northville, 42. 
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and the house rests on a tall, uncoursed fieldstone foundation.933 A concrete water table separates 
the brick from the stone foundation. The gables have cornice returns, and modillions that 
resemble rafter tails are placed in the cornice. 
 
The front porch rests on an uncoursed fieldstone foundation. Battered, uncoursed stone piers rise 
f rise from ground level to the height of the porch rail and support unfluted Ionic round columns 
that stretch to a large entablature. The entablature features several bands of molding running 
across narrow, vertically oriented strips of wood, and modillions are placed in the cornice. The 
flat roof of the porch curves outward from the façade, and curves around to the east elevation. A 
gable with decorative scrollwork pierces the roof near the center of the façade, above a wide 
flight of six wood stairs. Balustrades with turned spindles form the handrails and are placed on 
both sides of the staircase; a third handrail is placed in the center of the stairway. The porch rail 
is also made up of balustrades.  
 
The main entryway to the building is a modern pedestrian door with a large centered oval of 
glass. The door is placed slightly off-center in the façade, within the shelter of the porch. A one-
over-one window with a concrete lug sill is placed directly adjacent to the door on each side. A 
canted bay window is placed to the west of the door. Its southeast side, which is sheltered by the 
porch, and southwest side have one-over-one windows. The central, south bay has a large, 
single-light window. The windows have concrete lug sills and surrounds with several bands of 
molding. Above the northeast side of the bay is a large decorative corbel is found at the corner of 
the under the roofline. A rounded bay window is located to the east of the door, on the southeast 
corner of the house. Three one-over-one windows are placed in the façade portion of the bay 
window. Additional fenestration on the façade is placed in the gable peak. It features a string of 
three one-over-one windows, with a larger central window. An arched panel with decorative 
scrollwork is placed above the central window, and two rows of header bricks further accentuate 
the arch. A two-light sliding window is placed in the foundation wall on the west side of the 
elevation.  
 
The west elevation includes, from south to north on the first story, a string of three, narrow 
single-light windows place high up on the wall that share a concrete lug sill; and a canted bay 
window with a one-over-one window on the southwest side and a large, single-light window on 
the west side. The bay window is capped by a hipped roof with a balustrade with contemporary 
turned spindles, some of which are missing. Paired one-over-one windows that share a concrete 
lug sill are placed in the gable peak. A window opening is located in the foundation wall, near 
the southern end.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes two additional one-over-one windows in the circular 
bay window placed on the southeast corner of the house. Additional fenestration includes paired 
one-over-one windows and a singly placed one-over-one window on the first story. Paired one-
over-one windows are also located in the gable. All windows have concrete lug sills and 


 
933 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
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surrounds with several bands of molding. A window opening is present in the foundation near 
the center of the elevation; it has been infilled with a wood panel. A two-light foundation sliding 
window is also located near the northern end.  
 
The north elevation includes, from east to west, a one-over-one window, a small one-over-one 
window, a pedestrian door, and a second small one-over-one window. Three singly placed one-
over-one windows are located in the gable. All windows have concrete lug sills and surrounds 
with several bands of molding. The door is accessed by a small porch that has a hipped roof, a 
flight of wood stairs leading to its east side, square columns supporting a modest entablature, and 
a balustrade with square balusters. A small plaque is placed to the east of the door. It is located in 
a slightly recessed wood panel with a concrete lug sill.  
 
History 
Sources conflict on the construction date of this house. According to city records the house was 
erected in 1914. However, according to a local history publication, it was erected 1917–1918.934 
The first owner was Adolph Bladen, who owned a recreational ski jump on a farm south of the 
village. 
 
As of 1931, Garry W. and Ora Deal resided in the house. Garry was the assistant chief of the 
Village of Northville Fire Department.935 After the Deals moved to 306 West Main, the house 
became home to the Woodroffe family: Percy E., Emily, and Elsie. Percy was employed at Ford 
Motor Company and Elsie was a clerk at the Willow Run plant in Ypsilanti.936 As of 1960 the 
house served as the office of Jan K. Bosch, a physician.937 As of 1972, Dr. J. Mohtadi, a 
physician, owned the building.938 The building has been owned by a property management firm 
since 2001.939 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 302 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 302 West Main Street is an example of a Bungalow form decorated with 
Neoclassical features, a hybrid of two styles popular at the turn of the twentieth century. The 
Neoclassical style was popular between 1895 and 1950, and typical features include Ionic 
columns, modillions beneath the eaves, bay windows, and low balustrades along the porch. This 
house includes many of these features in a way that clearly identifies the building as part of this 
architectural style. 
 


 
934 City of Northville; Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 13. 
935 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 171. 
936 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 246. 
937 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
938 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
939 City of Northville Assessor. 
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The house at 302 West Main Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original 
footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property 
maintains many original materials. The integrity of workmanship is expressed through the use of 
natural materials in the house and front porch, the ornamentation and fenestration, and the 
overall form and construction of the property. The house retains integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a 
specific style, form, and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to 
the Northville Historic District. 
 
404 West Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 404 West Main Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of West Main 
Street and West Street. A concrete driveway leads along the north side of the property from West 
Street to an attached garage, a concrete sidewalk stretches across the east and south sides, a 
contemporary concrete paver walkway leads from West Main Street to the façade, a concrete 
paver and concrete walkway leads from West Street to the front of the east elevation, and a 
concrete walkway leads from West Street to the rear of the east elevation. Large, mature trees dot 
the landscape, ornamental plantings are scattered throughout the yard, and foundation plantings 
are present along all elevations.  
 
The house is a two-story Double-Gabled Cottage form decorated in the Italianate style. It has a 
U-shaped footprint. Two parallel, front-gabled ells are connected by a side-gabled central section 
with a recessed vestibule. A gable-front belvedere is centered on the roof above the recessed 
section. A one-story section is placed on the north (rear) elevation and has a gabled roof oriented 
perpendicular to the main block of the house, and this has a one-story, rear addition with a 
gabled roof. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the exterior walls are clad in wood 
clapboards. The house rests on a foundation that has been covered by a concrete parge coat.  
 
The house has wide frieze boards and raking boards with multiple bands of molding. Wide 
corner boards are placed on the external corners and flare out at the top, immediately below the 
frieze board. The fascia boards also have multiple rows of molding.  
 
A one-story porch with a front-gable roof extends from the recessed, central section of the façade 
and shelters a concrete stair and porch with concrete decking. Two large, wood piers with a 
recessed panel flank the stairs and support square columns with ornate pedestals and large 
capitals. The columns are placed in groups of three at the top of the stairs and single columns are 
widely spaced along the porch. The same motif is utilized in pilasters on the walls of the house. 
The hipped roof porch extends east across the façade of the southeast front-gable. A concrete 
stair is located on the east end of the porch, and the porch skirt is lattice.  
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Under the entry gable and in the recessed vestibule are double wood doors with large, upper 
window lights below a segmentally arched transom window. The transom is elaborately etched 
with the original owners three initials “WPH.” Under the porch roof, in the eastern gable front, 
are two symmetrically placed one-over-one windows. The upper sashes have segmentally arched 
tops and are set within wood surrounds with shallowly sloping pediments. Additional 
fenestration on the first story of the façade includes a canted bay window centered on the western 
gable front. It is capped by a shallow hipped roof. The southeast and southwest bays have one-
over-one windows, and the south bay has two one-over-one windows. Like the other first-story 
windows, these have segmentally arched tops. Square pilasters that have capitals with several 
bands of molding, mimicking those found on the porch, are placed on the sides of each window.  
 
Fenestration on the second story of the façade includes three sets of paired one-over-one 
windows one pair in each gable and one in the recessed central portion. All have upper sashes 
with the upper corners clipped. These windows are surrounded with bands of molding on a jack 
arch that angles downwards at the outer sides and have a lug sill and a pediment. The pediment 
has several bands of molding and a steeply sloped peak extending from a flat portion that angles 
downward at the outer sides, and a recessed panel is placed below the peak. Small, one-over-one 
windows with modest surrounds are placed on either side of the recessed center. The remaining 
fenestration on the façade is placed in the belvedere. It includes paired one-over-one windows 
with clipped upper corners and the wood surround shares the same motif as the other paired 
windows. However, a square post extends from the sill, between the windows, and to the peak of 
the gable, bisecting the pediment. 
 
Fenestration on the west elevation was largely precluded from view by nearby vegetation. 
However, a window opening is present on the first story, and two windows are placed in the 
second story. Each window has a wood surround with a lug sill and pediment, and the upper 
sashes are segmentally arched. However, the arrangement of lights in the sashes was not visible. 
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes two fenestration bays. Each bay has paired one-over-
one windows with segmentally arched tops on each story. Each pair of windows shares a wood 
surround with a lug sill and a pediment, which has two shallowly sloping peaks.  
 
Additional fenestration on the east elevation is placed on the rear, one-and-one-half story section. 
A small porch spans the east elevation. It is accessed by several wood steps. Columns stretch 
between the wood porch decking and the roof; the columns are similar to those used on the 
façade porch, although they have smaller pedestals. Modest 1 x 1 straight wood balustrades span 
between the columns and extend down the stairs, and a modest spindle frieze is placed between 
the tops of the columns. The porch provides access to a centrally placed pedestrian door with a 
wide, wood surround with an architrave. A one-over-one window is placed to each side of the 
door. The windows have wood surrounds with straight top architraves. The roof is pierced by a 
gabled dormer that has paired one-over-one windows. 
 
The rear porch shelters a one-over-one window on the north (rear) elevation of the main block of 
the house. It has a segmentally arched top and a wood surround with a pediment. Remaining 
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fenestration that was visible on the north elevation includes a one-over-one window with an 
unornamented wood surround on the second story.  
 
The attached garage was constructed sometime after 1942.940 The gable roof is sheathed in 
asphalt shingles and the original concrete block exterior walls are clad in cement board. A two-
bay, overhead door with multi-light windows in the upper panel is placed in the east elevation. 
 
History 
This house was erected circa 1864 by Northville pioneer William Pitt Hungerford, its first owner 
and resident.941 It is believed the house was erected in two phases, as the two halves of the house 
have subtle differences. The east half of the building was erected in an 1873 remodel, which 
removed an existing kitchen and replaced it with an eighteen by twenty-eight-foot room that has 
taller windows, more ornate interior woodwork, and has a slightly larger setback than the east 
side of the house.942 The extant front porch was restored to closely resemble the original, 
sometime prior to 2012.943  
 
The original transom over the front door was etched with Hungerford’s name, and noted in 
historical society records from circa 2000.944 The transom is not clearly visible from the right-of-
way, so it is not clear if it is extant. Hungerford owned a dry goods store in a building at the 
corner of Main and Center streets (not extant). He also served as Northville’s first village 
treasurer. The house was sold after his death in 1874. 
 
By the 1890s the house was owned by J. M. Simmons, who sold it in 1892 to Dr. Leslie 
Keeley.945 Within months, the house sold to Keeley’s protégé, Dr. William Yarnall, who 
operated the Yarnall Gold Cure Institute from the building.946 An engraving from that year show 
the exterior of the house has changed little since the 1890s.947 
 
The institute was a clinic for those suffering from alcohol and smoking addictions. At the time 
Dr. Yarnall owned the property, the house was two stories with a rectangular core, a canted bay 
on the façade, a front porch, and two rear ells.948 The interior first story included a ladies’ parlor, 
a billiards room, an operating room, laboratory, and a storeroom for the gold cure solution.949 
The solution, a “chloride of gold and sodium,” was made in the house and shipped to other 


 
940 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3.  
941 City of Northville Assessor. 
942 404 W Main. Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, 
Michigan, USA. 
943 2012 Home Tour, 404 W Main. Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
944 404 W Main. Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, 
Michigan, USA. 
945 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018 
946Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018.  
947 Eagle, Suburban Village, 29. 
948 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 3. 
949 Jan Jeffres, “‘Gold Cure’ made its home in Northville.” Northville Record, September 10, 1998, B8.  
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clinics across the country.950 The second story housed club rooms, waiting rooms, reading 
rooms, and a ballroom. The Yarnall Clinic was moved to 342 East Main Street in 1897.951  The 
Hungerford house subsequently became a doctor’s office and apartments.  
 
By 1931 Dr. Henry S. Willis, a physician, and his wife, Jeanette P. Willis, resided in the 
house.952 In the early 1940s the building appears to have become a boarding house, with four 
different individuals residing there.953 
 
In 1943 the house became a funeral home when it was purchased by the Schrader family, who 
owned a funeral parlor and furniture store downtown.954 In 1953 Phillips-Bahnmiller Funeral 
Home replaced the Schraders business in the house, followed by the Demsey Ebert Funeral home 
in 1956.955 Ebert retained the business until his death in 1972.956 In 1975 the house was 
converted back to a single-family residence and was purchased by the Glover family in 1977, 
who retained ownership through 2012.957 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 404 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in the Northville’s community development and healthcare. Additionally, the building is 
significant under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 404 West Main Street is an excellent example of an Italianate house and is easily 
identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains a high level of integrity of 
design and retains the same style, structure, and overall form and plan. The only alteration to the 
footprint since 1909 has been the construction of the garage, which does not significantly alter 
the scale, proportion, and massing of the property and is easily distinguishable from the original 
house. The house maintains integrity of materials and integrity of workmanship, as demonstrated 
in the ornamentation and overall construction. The property conveys its integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District.  
 
501 West Main Street, Main Street Elementary School (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The school building at 501 West Main Street is located on the south side of street, directly to the 
west of the neighboring school at 405 West Main Street and west of downtown Northville, 


 
950 Jan Jeffres, “‘Gold Cure’ made its home in Northville.” Northville Record, September 10, 1998, B8.  
951Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018.  
952 Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 200. 
953 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 246. 
954 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018 
955 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018 
956 Michele Fecht, (Northville Historical Society), “404 West Main Street,” email to Elaine Robinson, March, 2018 
957 2012 Home Tour, 404 W Main. Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, Northville Historical 
Society, Northville, Michigan, USA 
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Michigan. A public sidewalk spans the northern edge of the property, which connects to a 
walkway leading to the building entrance in the western end of the façade. A concrete ramp also 
leads to the entryway. A paved parking lot is located west of the structure and is accessed from 
West Main Street. A paved parking lot is located south of the building, which is shared with the 
adjacent school.  
 
The main block of the school is a two-story, L-shaped section. One ell is placed parallel to West 
Main Street and the other ell extends from the rear of its western side. A one-story wing extends 
from the north end of the west elevation. A one-story, rectilinear block is placed on the rear of 
the structure, between the two ells. Because of the slope in the land, which slopes downward 
toward the south, this section appears to be two stories in height, and the L-shaped block is 
roughly three stories in height near its rear. The exterior walls are clad in blonde brick, and 
foundation walls are clad in red brick. The projecting entryway, located in the western end of the 
two-story façade, is sheathed in gray granite panels.  
 
The entryway shelters three metal pedestrian doors with large window lights in the upper panels. 
Darkly glazed, large, mirrored ribbon windows line both stories of the north and west elevations, 
covering nearly the entire wall surface. The windows have a modest continuous sill and 
continuous lintel, accentuating the horizontal massing of the building. An additional set of ribbon 
windows are located west of the entrance, and the west elevation of the one-story wing has a 
large window opening filled with glass blocks. A pedestrian entrance within a small, enclosed 
entryway is placed on the west elevation of the one-story wing.  
 
The south and east elevations of the structure feature minimal fenestration. Two rows of small, 
single-light ribbon windows are located on the east elevation on the two-story rear ell and a grid 
of single-light windows provide light to an interior stairwell on the south elevation. Small, square 
windows are located on the south elevation of the ell that parallels West Main. A single-bay 
overhead door is placed in the south elevation of the one-story block.  
 
A large, metal, analog clock with dashes in place of numbers decorates the second story above 
the entrance canopy. A brick chimney on the south elevation rises above the second story.  
 
History 
Known as Main Street School, the building was erected in 1937 following a fire that destroyed 
the previous school at this location.958 The International-style building was the first works of 
architect Maynard Lyndon and engineer Eberle Smith. It was expanded in 1949 to its present 
footprint.959 See the Education context section of this report for a complete history of the 
building. 
 
  


 
958 Laura Smyth Hixson, Early Northville, (Northville: Northville Historical Society, 1982). 
959 “Union School: Our First High School.” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 12-D. 
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Evaluation 
The property at 501 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criteria A, B, and C. 
The school clearly conveys the community’s history of growth and development of education, 
meeting Criterion A. The building is also an excellent example of a Modern school building and 
retains a high degree of integrity, meeting Criterion C. Further, the school is eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, as the architect of the building, Maynard Lyndon, was a notable 
architect who was nationally renowned for his designs. This school is considered to be the first 
modern school in the United States and Lyndon received multiple awards for its design. 
 
The Main Street Elementary School at 501 West Main Street is an exceptional example of a 
Modern school building. The building retains integrity of design, as the overall fenestration 
pattern has not been altered and it retains the same footprint as originally constructed. The 
building retains original materials, and the integrity of workmanship is expressed through the 
overall construction and the use of ribbon windows. The building retains integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association and clearly conveys its historic associations as a school. It is 
recommended as a contributing structure to the Northville Historic District. 
 
502 West Main Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 502 West Main Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the northeast corner of the intersection of West Main Street 
and Linden Street and includes a house and a small shed located to the north of the house. A 
sidewalk stretches along the south and east sides of the property and a concrete paver block 
driveway leads from West Main Street along the west side of the house. A second concrete paver 
driveway leads from Linden Street to the rear of the house. A walkway, also of concrete pavers 
leads from the street to the façade of the house. Foundation plantings are present along the 
façade, east, and west elevations, and raised planter beds are located near the rear of the property. 
 
The house is a two-story Italianate with an irregular footprint. The main block of the house has a 
compound plan that consists of a large, square block with a narrower, rectangular block 
extending from the east elevation. A one-story, partially enclosed porch extends from the east 
side of the square block across the façade of the rectangular block. A one-story addition extends 
from the north (rear) elevation and has a porch spanning its east elevation. The main block of the 
house and the front porch have hipped roofs. Gable peaks extend through the roofline in the 
center of the square block’s façade and on the east elevation of the rectangular block. The rear 
porch has a gable roof oriented parallel to Linden Street. The roofs are sheathed in asphalt 
shingles, the exterior walls are clad in wood clapboards, and the foundation of the main block is 
uncoursed stone; the foundation of the one-story addition was not visible. Decorative brackets 
are placed in the cornice, which are in pairs on the corners, and the wide frieze boards feature 
panels of molding. 
 







 


4-103 
R-1320 NORTHVILLE LOCAL HD  


The front porch is accessed by a small flight of wide, wood stairs that leads to an open portion. 
To the east of this, and placed across the façade of the rectangular block, the porch has been 
enclosed. The porch has large, square columns with strips of molding resembling flutes. The 
columns stretch from the decking to the roof, which has small dentils in its cornice. The open 
portion of the porch has modest balustrades. The enclosed portion has wood knee walls and the 
area below the decking is filled with vertical wood siding. The walls above the knee walls are 
clad in wood clapboards. The rear porch that spans the east elevation of the one-story addition 
has round, unfluted columns and a spindle frieze between the columns. 
 
The square portion of the façade has three fenestration bays. The main entryway to the house is a 
pedestrian door located beneath the shelter of the porch in the eastern bay. It has an ornate, eared 
surround with a second, outer, square surround. The two remaining bays on the first story each 
have a one-over-one window with an eared surround with interior scrollwork and a lower planter 
box with decorative dentils, rosettes, and brackets. The three bays on the second story also have 
one-over-one windows that feature the same surrounds. Fenestration on the rectangular portion 
includes two pairs of one-over-one windows on the enclosed porch. These have simple surrounds 
but also have lower planter boxes with dentils, rosettes, and brackets. To fenestration bays are 
placed in the second story, each with the same surrounds as the square portion.  
 
The west elevation has three asymmetrically spaced fenestration bays. On the first story, the 
southern and central bay have one-over-one windows with the same surround as windows on the 
façade. The northern bay has a three-sided, square, bay window with a flat roof. The south bay 
has a one-over-one window and the west bay has two one-over-one windows; fenestration on the 
north bay was not visible. Molding forms square panels beneath the windows, and the portions 
above the windows have oblong inset panels. Singly placed brackets are placed in the cornice. 
The second-story fenestration bays each have a one-over-one window with decorative surrounds. 
Fenestration on the east elevation of the one-story addition includes a window that is sheltered 
by a fabric awning and a pedestrian door to its north. 
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes a string of three windows in the enclosed porch. Like 
the porch windows on the façade, these have plain surrounds but lack the planter boxes. The 
rectangular section has one fenestration bay centrally placed on the elevation. A pair of one-
over-one windows, which share a surround with the same motif as found on the façade, is located 
on each story. The east elevation of the one-story addition has a one-over-one window with the 
ornamental surround as on the façade. There are three fenestration bays beneath the shelter of the 
porch. The central bay has a pedestrian door with an eared surround like that on the façade, and 
the flanking bays have one-over-one windows with decorative surrounds. The porch provides 
access to the pedestrian door by two small flights of stairs: one on the east side with square posts 
with finials and simple balustrades, and one on the north side with no posts or balustrades.  
 
The north elevation has two fenestration bays on each the square portion and rectangular portion 
that are asymmetrically spaced. The fenestration occurs only on the second story and each bay 
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has a one-over-one window with a decorative surround. A pedestrian door is placed on the north 
elevation of the one-story addition and is capped with a small fabric awning. 
 
History 
The first known owner of a house at this location pioneer John Blackwood, who erected a house 
at this location circa 1830.960 Blackwood sold the house in 1831 to Alva Smith, who supposedly 
added to the building between then and 1860 to reach its present size and Italianate-style 
features.961 The building has changed little since the early twentieth century; however, the porch 
was added circa 1920.962  
 
In the early twentieth century, the houses from 502–520 West Main formed a medical district. 
Dr. Linwood Snow and his wife, Sophia B., resided in 502 West Main with his office at 508 
West Main. A nurses’ residence was located at 514 West Main and 520 West Main was the site 
of Sessions Hospital, later Northville Community Hospital.963 The Snows resided at the house 
through 1972.964  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 502 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 502 West Main Street is a good example of an Italianate dwelling. Features 
commonly found in Italianates include tall, narrow windows, shallowly sloping roofs with wide 
overhanging eaves, and brackets. This house includes many of these features. 
 
The house at 502 West Main Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original 
footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property 
maintains many original materials and integrity of workmanship, which has been only slightly 
diminished by the partial enclosure of the front porch. The house also retains integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic 
associations with a specific style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
548 West Main Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 548 West Main Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the northeast corner of West Main Street and North Rogers 


 
960 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
961 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 16. 
962 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2; Northville Historical Home Tour 1985, 312 W Main, Main Street, West, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
963 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 16. 
964  Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 194; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
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Street. The property consists of a house and a detached garage located to the north of the house. 
A sidewalk stretches along the south side of the property and a paved driveway leads from North 
Rogers Street to the garage. A brick walkway reaches from the sidewalk to the façade of the 
house. Foundation plantings are present along the façade and west elevation, and several large, 
mature trees and ornamental plantings dot the property. A picket fence encloses the rear of the 
property and the east side yard.  
 
The main block of the two-story, Colonial Revival-style house has an L-shaped footprint with 
the side-gabled façade paralleling West Main Street and the long ell paralleling North Rogers 
Street. A one-story portion fills the space between the two ells and is covered by a shed roof. A 
one-story, hipped roof addition extends from the rear elevation of the one-story section. Three 
wall dormers with gable roofs pierce the roofline of the façade, and two pierce the west elevation 
of the rear ell. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the exterior walls are clad in wood 
clapboards. The foundation of the façade is uncoursed stone and the rear, one-story addition is 
concrete block; however, the foundation plantings blocked the view of other sections of the 
foundation. An exterior brick chimney stack rises along the center of the east elevation’s gable 
end. 
 
A pedestrian door is located on the west end of the façade and provides the main entrance to the 
house. It is reached by a set of several brick stairs leading to a brick stoop. Wrought iron railings 
flank the sides of the porch. The door has a large surround with fluted, square pilasters 
supporting an architrave with several bands of molding. The architrave is further capped by a 
projecting hipped roof covered in metal and featuring wide fascia boards. Additional fenestration 
on the façade includes two more fenestration bays to the east of the door. The first story has six-
over-twelve windows with modest surrounds and flanking fixed shutters. The fenestration bays 
on the second story have six-over-six windows, which are also placed in the wall dormers.  
 
The fenestration on the east elevation includes two six-over-six window on the second story, one 
on each side of the chimney stack. Addition fenestration on this elevation, which would occur on 
the one-story section, was not visible from the public right of way. 
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes a pedestrian door in the northern side of the gable 
end. Additional fenestration on the first story includes two nine-over-nine windows and a six-
over-six window, all of which have flanking fixed shutters. On the second story, two six-over-six 
windows are located on the gable end, and a six-over-six window is placed in each of the two 
dormers. 
 
Fenestration on the rear elevation includes, on the first story of the rear gable end, a pedestrian 
door with a small, projecting gable peaked roof and a pair of six-light windows with flanking 
fixed shutters and a planter box. The gable also includes a large nine-over-nine window centered 
in the gable peak with a small six-over-six window to its east. Fenestration on the rear one-story 
addition includes a six-over-six window on the west elevation and a pair of six-over-six windows 
on the north elevation; all have flanking fixed shutters. 
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Characteristics of the Colonial Revival style exhibited by the house include the front door with a 
large surround, cornice returns in the gable ends, dentils in the tops of the cornices, and double-
hung windows with multi-light sashes.  
 
The one-story garage is located to the north (rear) of the house. It has a gable-front roof that is 
oriented to North Rogers Street. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the exterior walls 
are clad in vinyl siding. A two-bay overhead door is placed off-center in the west elevation, and 
a small door is placed in the gable peak.  
 
History 
Sources vary on the construction date of this house. According to city records, the house was 
erected in 1885.965 However, according to a home-tour narrative, the original house was erected 
in 1874 by a lake captain who had the wood shipped from the Upper Peninsula.966  
 
As of 1927, the house was the home and office of Thomas W. and Isola Moss. Moss was part of 
the firm Moss and Mischke.967 They remained in the house into the 1930s before moving the 
office to Plymouth.968  In the mid-1930s, the Hahn family moved into the house and had it 
extensively remodeled, resulting in the Colonial Revival-style front half of the building.969 
Albert W. and Josephine Hahn remained there through the 1960s.970 During the 1970s the house 
was occupied by Edwin and Ellen Clarke.971 Circa 1988, the Donald and Suzanne Wright family 
moved into the house.972  The current owners, Thomas and Justine Gudritz, purchased the house 
from the Wrights in 1999.973 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 548 West Main Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 548 West Main Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration 
pattern has not changed and the rear additions have not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The property conveys its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations as a Colonial Revival 
house. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 


 
965 City of Northville Assessor. 
966 Northville Historical Home Tour 1995, 548 W Main, Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
967 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1927, 275. 
968 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 183; Advertisement. “Thomas W. Moss,” Northville Record, July 15, 1938, 7. 
969 Northville Historical Home Tour 1995, 548 W Main, Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
970 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1943, 207. 
971 Jean Day, “Landmark home to be open,” Northville Record, December 28, 1995, 15-A. 
972 Northville Historical Home Tour 1995, 548 W Main, Main Street, West, Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
973 City of Northville Assessor. 
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A garage has been on this property, near the location of the present building since at least 
1942.974 However, the extant garage is much larger than what was depicted on the 1942 Sanborn 
Map, indicating it was erected or remodeled sometime later. The exterior materials on the garage 
are all modern, and there is no stylistic evidence that the building is over fifty years old. 
Therefore, the garage is recommended a non-contributing resource to the Northville Historic 
district. 
 


4.13 Randolph Street 


 
116 Randolph Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 116 Randolph Street is in a residential neighborhood north of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the north side of the street. A sidewalk stretches along the south side of 
the property, a concrete driveway leads along a portion of the east side of the property, and a 
concrete paver walkway leads from the sidewalk to the façade of the house and from the 
driveway to the facade. Foundation plantings are present along the façade, east, and west 
elevations.  
 
The one-and-one-half-story house has a Gabled Ell form. A one-story addition also extends from 
the rear of the original house. A one-story porch with a shed roof spans the façade and wraps 
around a portion of the east elevation. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and decorative 
bargeboard is placed in the gable peaks. The exterior walls are clad in synthetic clapboards. The 
foundation walls of the side-gabled original house are uncoursed stone, and the additions have 
concrete foundations.  
 
The front porch is accessed by a flight of wood stairs with a gable peak projecting from the roof 
above the steps. The porch has turned posts and balustrades with turned spindles. The area 
beneath the porch decking has been covered with large panels of EIFS.  
 
Fenestration on the façade of the original house includes a wood pedestrian door centrally placed 
with a four-over-four window on each side. Two four-light windows are located in the upper 
story in the same fenestration bays as the lower windows. The windows and doors all feature 
surrounds with pediments. Fenestration on the west elevation includes two four-over-four 
windows on the first story and a four-over-four window in the gable peak, all of which feature 
surrounds with pediments. All of the windows have modern replacements. 
 
The remaining fenestration on the house is placed on the additions. The main entryway to the 
house is a pedestrian door centrally placed in the front gable. It is flanked by a four-over-four 
window on each side, and two four-over-four windows are located in the second story in the 
same fenestration bays as the lower windows. These windows and door also have surrounds with 


 
974 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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pediments. Fenestration on the east elevation includes four-over-four windows, four-light 
windows, and a pair of six-light windows. These windows have surrounds with pediments, and 
the paired window has a pediment with two peaks. Fenestration on the west elevation of the 
addition includes a four-over-four window with a pediment. All of the windows have modern 
replacements. 
 
History 
The house was built in several phases over time. As of 1893, the house included a two-story 
rectilinear core, with the long axis oriented parallel to Randolph Street, and three one-story ells 
attached to the original building, two on the north elevation and one on the east elevation. 975 As 
of 1931 it was home to Anthony and Eva Okon.976 Mr. Okon worked as a laborer. By 1943 Mrs. 
Emma M. Keller resided in the house.977 By 1951 Waldo and Catherine Ling resided in the 
house. Mr. Ling was a driver for the Wayne County Road Commission.978 By 1960, the Lings 
had moved to Center Street.979 By 1970 the house was the residence of Walter S. and Dorathea 
Carroll, who owned The Littlest Gallery on East Main Street.980 Since 2007 the house has been 
owned by John Gustafson and Lloyd Kather.981 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 116 Randolph Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. 
 
The house at 116 Randolph Street is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District due to the loss of historic integrity. Alterations to the footprint (post-
2001) have included the construction of the front-gabled ell, the removal and replacement of the 
door and window surrounds on the side-gabled ell, and the construction of the new porch that 
spans the façade.982 Material changes that have resulted in a loss of integrity include the 
installation of replacement windows and the installation of synthetic siding. The alterations have 
resulted in a loss of design, materials, and workmanship and significantly alter the scale, 
proportion, and massing of the property. The house can no longer be associated with a particular 
period of time and lacks integrity of feeling and association. 
 
204 Randolph Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 204 Randolph Street is in a residential neighborhood north of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the north side of the street. The property consists of a house and a 
garage located to the east of the house. A sidewalk stretches along the south side of the property, 


 
975 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 2. 
976 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 168. 
977 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 211. 
978 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 280. 
979 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
980 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
981 City of Northville Assessor. 
982 Jeff Mihalik, Northville 2001 Historic District, 2001. 
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a concrete driveway leads from Randolph Street along the west side of the house, a paved 
driveway leads from the street to the garage, and a stone walkway leads from the sidewalk to the 
façade of the house. There are several large, mature trees on the property, and ornamental 
plantings are present near the façade and scattered throughout the yard.  
 
The house at 204 Randolph is a two-story, wood frame Greek Revival-style building with a 
rectilinear footprint. It has a gable-front roof and a small, hipped-roof porch on the façade and a 
similar porch on the west elevation. A one-story, shed-roofed addition is placed on the north 
(rear) elevation, and a garage is located to the northeast of the house, and its roof extends over a 
walkway to the house. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and is pierced along its ridge by 
two red brick chimneys. The exterior walls are clad in wide, wood clapboards. The foundation 
materials were not visible due to foundation plantings and the extension of the clapboards nearly 
to the ground. 
 
The front façade includes three fenestration bays with an opening on each story. The central 
fenestration bay on the first story has a centered wood pedestrian door with flanking sidelights 
with four glass lights at the top and a solid base with decorative panels. It is sheltered by the 
porch that has doubled Doric column supports and dentil trim at the roof line. The remaining 
fenestration bays on each story have eight-over-eight, double-hung windows.  
 
Fenestration on the west elevation includes four asymmetrically placed fenestration bays with an 
opening on each story. A wood pedestrian door is placed in the bay that is third from the front 
and is sheltered by a porch with single Doric column supports, dentils at the roof line, and fluted, 
square pilasters.  
 
To its north, the fenestration bay features a pair of six-over-six windows. The remaining 
fenestration bays all have six-over-six windows. The rear addition has a pair of eight-light 
windows.  
 
The east elevation also has four asymmetrically placed fenestration bays on the second story, all 
of which have a six-over-six, double-hung window. The first story has three fenestration bays, 
and the bay that is farthest to the north features a canted bay window with a shed roof clad in 
copper. The fixed windows in the bay have eight and twelve lights. The sashes of the other two 
windows were not visible from the public right-of-way. 
 
Ornamentation found on the house that is typical of the Greek Revival style includes cornice 
returns, cornices and raking boards with multiple bands, and dentils in the gable peaks and along 
the friezes. All windows feature a surround with an architrave with decorative molding and 
simple ornamental brackets.  
 
The garage has a side-gabled roof sheathed in asphalt shingles that extends to the east elevation 
of the house, over a small walkway that attaches it to the house. It has two single-bay overhead 
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doors each with three rectangular windows, and also features a small cupola, one unfluted Doric 
columns, dentils, and unfluted pilasters. 
 
History 
The house is considered by the community to be “one of the most significant in Northville,” 
based on information included in the 1972 Historic District Study Committee report. 983  
Although this statement was not clarified, it was likely made in recognition of the building’s age 
and association with pioneer-era education in the community.  
 
The land grant for the property was filed in 1825 by Alvah Smith of Ontario County, New 
York.984 In the 1820s and 1830s the property changed hands multiple times. Smith sold it to John 
and Betsey Miller, who were the first to settle here. The Millers sold it to William Dunlap, who 
in turn sold it to A. B. Ames.985 
 
A. B. Ames erected the extant building in 1843 for a private “select” school, known as the 
Northville Academy.986 Ames was forced to resign from the school after being sentenced to 
prison for robbing a Detroit bookstore.987 The school subsequently came under control of 
Sylvester Cochrane.988  According to an account of Cochrane’s daughter, Sarah Ann Cochrane, 
Mr. Cochrane sought to establish a school in Northville and purchased the site circa 1845 to 
establish a school; she does not mention the Mr. Ames’ endeavors.989 
 
Originally, the Greek Revival-style school house included a cupola, which was removed in 1869, 
not long after the building was converted to a private residence.990 The first person to reside in 
the building was Asa Randolph, followed by his son Asa II, and Asa I’s granddaughter, Belle 
Randolph Tinham.991 It was later known as the A. B. Ames House.992 In the late nineteenth 
century an open front porch extended across the façade, which has been removed and replaced 
by a smaller entry portico. As of 1942 the house had a rectilinear footprint, no portico, and no 
attached garage.993 
 
In 1931, John B. and Annabella Tinham lived in the house.994 The Tinhams were musicians who 
were sought out by Henry Ford to revive square dancing in Dearborn.995 By 1943 John A. and 


 
983 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
984 Jacqueline C. Daniel, “417 W Dunlap- The Land.” 417 W Dunlap. Dunlap Street, West, 401-504, Northville 
Buildings by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA; Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 
29. 
985 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 29. 
986 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 47. 
987 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 47. 
988 Study Committee, Northville Historic District; Hixson, Early Northville. 
989 “Sarah Ann Cochrane,” Northville Record, July 17, 1969, 23-C. 
990 Hoffman, The first 100 Years, 47. 
991 Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
992 Hixson, Early Northville. 
993 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
994 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 197. 
995 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 29. 
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Ida M. Boyce resided in the house. Mr. Boyce was president of Depositors State Bank.996 The 
Boyces remained in the house through 1951.997 By 1960, the house was the residence of John C. 
and Katherine Canterbury. Mr. Canterbury worked in material control for Ford Motor Company 
in Dearborn.998 The Canterbury family resided in the house through 1970.999 Since 2007 the 
house has been owned by Daryl and Nancy Rice.1000 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 204 Randolph Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in the Northville’s community development and education and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The house at 204 Randolph Street is a good example of a front-gabled Greek Revival-style 
house. The Greek Revival style was popular between 1825 and 1860 and features commonly 
include cornice lines with wide bands of trim, cornice returns, a small entry porch with Doric 
columns, and a front door with sidelights. This house includes many of these features in a way 
that clearly identifies the building as part of this architectural style. Based on photos, the shelf 
moldings over the windows, and dentils in the cornice, were added sometime after 1989; 
however, this change is in keeping with the style of the house.1001  
 
The house retains integrity of design, as its overall fenestration pattern has not changed. The 
entry porches on the south and west elevations, which appear to have been constructed after 
1978, and the garage, which was added sometime after 1942. These additions have not altered 
the overall scale, proportion, and massing of the property, are distinguishable from the original 
house, and could be easily removed without affecting the integrity of the original house. The 
house retains integrity of materials and workmanship. Integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association are retained as well. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations 
with the Greek Revival style and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
Research did not reveal a construction date of the garage. A real estate ad from 1982 reveals the 
garage was present at the time, however a similar ad from 1978 did not list the garage as an 
amenity, indicating that the garage may have been constructed circa 1980.1002 Therefore, the 
garage is recommended non-contributing to the Northville Historic District. 
 
  


 
996 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 198. 
997 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 334. 
998 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
999 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1000 City of Northville Assessor. 
1001 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 30. 
1002 Advertisement. “Nichols Realty Inc.” Northville Record, December 8, 1982, 19; Advertisement. “Rizzo- 
Northville Realty.” Northville Record, August 23, 1978, 28.   
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402 Randolph Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 402 Randolph Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. The house is located on the north side of the road on a lot with ornamental plantings 
along the façade, east, and west elevations. A concrete driveway leads from the street to an 
attached garage placed to the west of the house. A concrete sidewalk stretches along the south 
side of the property and a stone walkway leads from the sidewalk to the façade.  
 
The house is a one-and-one-half-story Queen Anne with an irregular footprint. The house has 
also had several additions to its north and west elevations. The main block of the house is a 
cross-gabled ell form, and the south-facing gable has angled side walls. A one-story porch with a 
hipped roof is located along the south and east elevations of the east-facing gable. The roof is 
sheathed in asphalt shingles and the house rests on a foundation of uncoursed, cut stone. The 
exterior walls are clad in composite siding and narrow, vertical siding is placed in the gable 
peaks and is used as a frieze board. The peaks also have decorative bargeboard, and large 
brackets extend from the walls of the south-facing gable to the roof. An exterior brick chimney 
stack extends along the west gable end. 
 
The one-story porch is accessed from its southeast corner by several wood stairs. A gable is 
placed in the roof above the stairs and features bargeboard and narrow siding in its peak. The 
area beneath the porch decking is covered by wood lattice and turned posts span between the 
decking and the roof. Balustrades with turned spindles stretch between the posts.  
 
The porch provides access to three pedestrian doors, one in the south elevation of the east gable, 
one in the east elevation of the east gable, and the third in the east elevation of the south gable. 
Additional fenestration in the south gable includes three fenestration bays, one on each of the 
three walls. The southeast and southwest walls have a one-over-one window on the first story 
and a smaller one-over-one window on the upper story. The central, south wall has a one-over-
one window on the first story and a pair of small one-over-one windows on the upper story. All 
windows have a modest surround with a projecting architrave.  
 
In addition to the two pedestrian doors, fenestration on the east gable includes a pair of one-over-
one windows on the first story and a pair of one-over-one windows centered in the gable. The 
north, one-story addition has a single one-over-one window. Fenestration in the west gable 
includes a one-over-one window on the first story and a single-light window on the upper story. 
 
The west additions consist of three sections that decrease in height as they extend west. 
However, the garage addition increases in height slightly. The side-gabled roofs are sheathed in 
asphalt shingles, the walls are clad in composite siding, and the foundation was not visible. The 
additions have one-over-one windows set singly, in pairs, and in a string of three. A pedestrian 
door is located in one addition, and the garage has two single-bay overhead doors.  
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History 
The house was erected in 1886.1003 The house has been expanded by a large addition that 
includes a two-story wing and attached garage. The addition extends north and is in the place of 
a former adjacent residence at 408 Randolph Street.1004 
 
As of 1931, the house was the residence to Augustus K. and Emma Dolph. Mr. Dolph was 
employed as a cabinet maker at Globe Furniture & Manufacturing Company.1005 In 1951 the 
house was the residence of Harold C. and Vivian C. Sedan. Mr. Sedan was a switchman for New 
York Central Systems in Detroit.1006 The Sedans resided in the house through 1960, and by then, 
Mr. Sedan was working as a conductor for the same railway.1007 By 1970 Paul Laboda was 
residing in the house with the Sedans. In 1985 the house was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Ott, who owned the house into the mid-1990s.1008 The Otts undertook a renovation that included 
a large porch, garage, and expanded kitchen and master bedroom. 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 402 Randolph Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. 
 
The property at 402 Randolph Street is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District. The large additions to the west elevation has significantly altered the 
overall scale, massing, and proportions of the house. The ornamentation on the house has been 
replicated on the additions, creating a false sense of history by causing the additions to appear 
historic. The synthetic siding and replacement windows have diminished the integrity of 
materials. As a result of the alterations and additions, the integrity of feeling and association 
have been diminished as well. 
 
528 Randolph Street (Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 528 Randolph Street is a contemporary home. It is in a residential neighborhood 
west of downtown Northville, Michigan, on the north side of Randolph Street and is set well 
back from the road. The house is on a very large lot with large, mature trees, ornamental 
plantings and trees around the foundation and scattered throughout the landscaping, and a small 
creek runs through the east side of the property, which consists of a large, open, grassy area. A 
driveway leads from the street along the west elevation of the house and continues to a detached 
garage at the rear of the property.  
 


 
1003 City of Northville Assessor. 
1004 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
1005 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 161. 
1006 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 334. 
1007 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1008 Northville Historical Home Tour 1996. 312 Randolph Street, Randolph Street, Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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The one-story house has an irregular footprint with many side- and front-gabled sections. The 
roof is sheathed in wood shakes. The lower portions of the exterior walls, which are exposed due 
to the sloping grade of the yard, are clad in stone veneer. The stone veneer is also used on small 
sections of the first-story walls and on a chimney. The remaining walls are round logs with 
chinking. Two porches with log columns and balustrades made of logs and twigs are present 
along the southwest corner and southeast corner of the house, flanking a large front-gabled 
section. 
 
Fenestration was largely obscured from the public right-of-way by the many trees on the lot. 
Fenestration that was visible includes eight-light windows set singly and in a string, ten-light 
windows also set singly and in a string, six-light windows in a pair, and single-light windows.  
 
The one-story garage at the rear of the property has an asphalt-shingle-clad hipped roof and walls 
constructed of uncoursed stone. The south elevation has a single-bay overhead door and two six-
over-six windows, one on each side of the door.  
 
History 
The property was vacant until the present house was erected by the Mariono family in 1995.1009 
The building was erected as modern log cabin, including cedar logs with accented stone.1010   
 
Evaluation 
The house at 528 Randolph Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. It 
was constructed in 1995 and falls outside the period of significance for the district. It is 
recommended as a non-contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 


4.14 Rogers Street – North 


 
109 North Rogers Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 109 North Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the west side of North Rogers Street. The house is on a small lot with 
ornamental plantings around the foundation and several large, mature trees are scattered 
throughout the landscaping. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the property, and a paved 
driveway leads from North Rogers Street along the south side of the house to a detached garage 
to the rear of the house. 
 
The house is a two-story Second Empire-style structure. The main block of the house is 
rectilinear in shape and has exterior walls and a foundation of brick that have been painted beige. 


 
1009 City of Northville Assessor. 
1010 Northville Historical Home Tour September 19, 1998, 310 W Dunlap, Dunlap Street, West, Northville Buildings 
by Address, Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
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A rear wing that is slightly narrower than the main block also has a rectilinear footprint but is 
clad in wood clapboards that have also been painted beige. Landscaping and plantings precluded 
the view of the foundation. The main block is topped by a mansard roof. The rear block is also 
topped by a mansard roof, although it has a lesser pitch. Flat-roofed dormers with gable peaks 
pierce the mansard roof in the main block of the house. These have vertical wood siding on the 
exterior walls. 
 
The first story of the façade has three fenestration bays. A pedestrian door is placed at the center 
of the façade. Symmetrically spaced around the door are a one-over-one window and a canted 
bay window, each side featuring a one-over-one window. Two windows are on the second story 
of the façade, each placed directly above the first-story window bays. Both windows are one-
over-one and are covered by storm windows. The two dormers each have a one-over-one 
window.  
 
Fenestration on the north and south elevations includes two one-over-one windows on both 
stories, in the same fenestration bay. Both elevations also feature a single one-over-one dormer 
centrally placed in the elevation. The south elevation of the rear wing features a bay window 
capped by a hipped roof near the junction with the main block of the house. The bay window has 
one-over-one windows and several additional one-over-one windows are located on the second 
story. The first story of the north elevation has a small single-light square window located to the 
east of a small, shed-roofed projection, and the second story also has a single-light square 
window in addition to a one-over-one window. 
 
A one-story, open porch runs across most of the façade and shelters the one-over-one window, 
the pedestrian door, and the innermost side of the bay window. Its roofline is continuous with the 
top of the bay window, and the porch/window roof has a short, concave mansard roof. The porch 
rests on a brick foundation and features three square columns. The columns rest on a square 
pedestal with large plinths and cornices, and the columns’ capitals are topped by smaller blocks. 
Directly above the columns, on the entablature of the porch, are pairs of brackets.  
 
Ornamentation on the main block of the house includes shutters with curved tops flanking the 
pedestrian door on the façade, which is topped by a segmental arch composed of two rows of 
header bricks. Windows on the main block of the house, except for the dormers, sit on a stone 
sill and are topped by a segmental arch consisting of a single row of header bricks. A small 
ornamental panel is placed between the window and arch. The dormer windows have wood 
surrounds with square pilasters and pediments with ornamental stars in the peak. Paired brackets 
are unevenly spaced on the cornice, with dentils between them. This ornamentation continues on 
the cornice of the rear wing as well. Smaller pair of brackets are also placed on the front porch, 
directly above the columns and where the roofline meets the wall.  
 
A one-story garage is located near the southwest corner of the property. It has a gable-front roof, 
a pent roof spanning the façade above two single-bay overhead doors, and a small pent roof in 
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the peak of the gable. All roof slops are sheathed in asphalt shingles. The garage is clad in wood 
clapboards and features a pair of single-light windows in the gable peak.  
 
History 
The brick Second Empire-style house was built in 1880 for Mrs. L. Thompson Murrary.1011  
 
As of 1931, Samuel and Louisa Sibley resided in the house. Mr. Sibley worked as a laborer.1012 
By 1943 the house was the residence of Mrs. Mary M. Shaffer, and the Sibleys had moved to 
119 North Rogers Street (not extant).1013 Mrs. Shaffer remained in the house through 1951.1014  
 
The exterior was restored in 1967 by Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Day.1015  By 1970 David Sicary, a 
bartender, resided in the house.1016 In the 1990s, the house was owned by Mr. and Mrs. R. Pettit, 
who made an “impressive addition” to the house.1017 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 109 North Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 109 North Rogers Street is a good example of a Second Empire style house. They 
were popular between 1855 and 1885. Second Empire houses commonly have a mansard roof 
with dormer windows, brackets beneath the eaves, ornamented window surrounds, and one-story 
porches. This house includes many of these features that clearly identifies the building as part of 
this architectural style. 
 
The house at 109 North Rogers Street retains a high level of integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. Although an addition is present on the west 
elevation, it is compatible with the scale, proportion, and massing of the house, and is 
distinguishable from the original portion. Overall, the house retains a high level of historic 
integrity and clearly conveys its historic associations with a specific style and period of 
architecture. 
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1018 It retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 


 
1011 City of Northville Assessor; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
1012 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 194. 
1013 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 219. 
1014 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 335. 
1015 City of Northville Assessor; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
1016 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1017 Northville Historical Home Tour 1997. 109 N Rogers, Rogers Street, North, Northville Buildings by Address, 
Northville Historical Society, Northville, Michigan, USA. 
1018 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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207 North Rogers Street (House and Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 207 North Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the west side of North Rogers Street. The house is on a small lot with 
ornamental plantings around the foundation and several large, mature trees are scattered 
throughout the landscaping. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the property, and a paved 
driveway leads from North Rogers Street along the north side of the house to a small detached 
garage at the rear of the house. 
 
The two-story house has an irregular footprint. The original block of the house is an Upright and 
Wing with a one-and-one-half-story upright section with a one-story wing. A very large two-
story addition with a steeply pitched cross-gable roof has been placed on and to the rear of the 
original block, and a one-story addition with a shed roof is placed on the south elevation. The 
roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the exterior walls are clad in synthetic clapboards. The 
house rests on a poured concrete foundation. A brick chimney pierces the roof of the rear, two-
story addition. 
 
A small, shed-roofed porched is placed at the junction of the upright and the wing. It is accessed 
by concrete steps and has concrete decking. Square columns stretch from the decking to the roof, 
and a modest balustrade spans between the columns and down the stairs. The porch shelters a 
modern pedestrian door with leaded glass in its upper panel. A one-over-one window is placed to 
its south. Additional fenestration on the façade of the original block includes a bay window 
topped by a shed roof on the first story of the upright. It has a large, one-over-one window with a 
lower planter box. A one-over-one window is placed in the gable has a large decorative pediment 
that fills the gable peak. The remaining fenestration on the original block of the house consists of 
two one-over-one windows on the north elevation. 
 
The two-story addition includes two one-over-one windows on the east elevation (façade). The 
north elevation includes one-over-one windows placed singly and in pairs. A small porch is 
placed where the addition meets the west elevation of the original block, and a porch spans the 
first story of the addition’s west elevation. The east elevation includes one-over-one windows 
and small, square, single-light window. Fenestration in the one-story addition includes a large, 
leaded glass window on the east elevation; a string of three one-over-one windows and a singly 
placed one-over-one window; and a sliding glass door near the western end.  
 
All of the windows are replacements with wide surrounds and projecting drip caps. 
 
The garage is located near the northwest corner of the property. It has a rectilinear footprint and a 
gable-front roof. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the walls are clad in synthetic 
clapboards. A single-bay overhead door is placed in the east elevation. 
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History 
This house was erected in 1862.1019 It was one story through 1942.1020 As of 1943 the house was 
the residence for Clifford C. and Mae I. Winter. Mr. Winter was a welder for Cadillac in 
Detroit.1021 By 1951 the house was the residence of Earl and Marvel Montgomery.1022 By 1960 
the house was the residence of Robert and June Freydl. Mr. Freydl worked as a technician for 
Detroit Edison.1023 The Freydls resided in the house through 1970.1024 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 207 North Rogers Street is not significant under any of the National Register 
Criteria. 
 
The house at 207 North Rogers Street is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District due to the loss of historic integrity. Significant recent alterations that 
have occurred since 2001 include the construction of a very large addition to the house that 
significantly alters the scale, proportion, and massing of the property.1025 Additional alterations 
include the installation of replacement windows and doors and the installation of synthetic 
siding. Overall, the house lacks integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. 
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1026 However, it is associated with a house that 
has lost extensive integrity and is non-contributing to the district. The garage has no other 
historical associations is likewise recommended non-contributing to the Northville Historic 
District. 
 
322 North Rogers Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 322 North Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the east side of the street on a large lot with ornamental 
plantings scattered throughout the property and along the façade and south elevation. A sidewalk 
stretches along the east side of the property and a paved driveway leads from North Rogers 
Street along the south side of the property to an attached garage at the rear of the house. A 
second paved driveway extends from the street along the north side of the property to a detached 
garage at the northeast corner of the property, and curves around the rear of the house to meet the 
southern driveway. 
 


 
1019 City of Northville Assessor. 
1020 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
1021 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 236. 
1022 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 285. 
1023 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1024 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1025 Jeff Mihalik, Northville 2001 Historic District, 2001. 
1026 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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The house is a one-and-one-half story, wood frame Upright and Wing. A one-story porch with a 
hipped roof spans a portion of the wing and extends a small distance over the front-gabled 
upright section. The house also has a one-story, gabled, rear addition. The grade of the yard 
slopes downward to the rear, and the attached garage is located beneath the living space on this 
one-story addition. The roof is sheathed in dark gray asphalt shingles and the center of the wing 
section is pierced on the by a dormer with a gabled roof. On the north elevation the roof is 
pierced by an exterior narrow, red brick chimney stack. Decorative bargeboard is placed in the 
gable peaks. The original, main block of the house is clad in wood clapboards with corner boards 
while the addition is clad in composite clapboards. The house is painted moss green with white 
trim. The foundation of the side-gabled main block is red brick, the foundation of the front-
gabled portion is uncoursed stone, and the addition has a foundation clad in a red brick veneer. 
 
The one-story front porch is accessed by a single concrete step in the center of the porch’s 
façade. Short, square, slightly battered wood posts are placed on the wood porch decking to each 
side of the step, and square, slightly battered wood columns extend from the decking to the 
ceiling on the ends of the porch. Modest balustrades with closely spaced, tapering balusters are 
placed between the posts and columns.  
 
The main entryway to the house is a pedestrian door accessed by the porch and placed near the 
center of the porch. A one-over-one window flanks the door to each side, and all three 
fenestrations have simple, unornamented surrounds. A third one-over-one window is placed to 
the south of the porch and has a surround with a pediment, which features decorative scrollwork 
beneath its peak. A fabric awning is placed over the window beneath the pediment. The 
remaining fenestration on this side-gabled section is a pair of Gothic Revival style one-over-one 
pointed-arch windows in the dormer. The windows share a surround that has a single, large 
pediment. A recessed, diamond-shaped panel is placed beneath the pediment’s peak. Fenestration 
on the gable-front section of the façade includes two one-over-one windows on the first story and 
a centrally placed one-over-one window in the upper story. All three windows have fabric 
awnings and surrounds with pediments with decorative scrollwork. However, the upper window 
has a more steeply pitched pediment and also features a planter box with brackets below the 
window. 
 
The north elevation has two fenestration bays, one on each side of the chimney. A one-over-one 
window with a pediment with scrollwork is placed in each bay on each story; however, the upper 
windows are much smaller than the lower windows. Fenestration on the south elevation includes 
a one-over-one window with a pediment located near the west side of the first story and a one-
over-one window centrally placed in the gable. Like the front gable, the pediment of the upper 
window is more steeply sloped than the lower. Two window openings are present in the 
foundation wall of the south elevation and both have been infilled with wood panels.  
 
The only fenestration visible on the rear elevation is located on the south elevation. A string of 
four single-light windows is placed near the east end of the first story, and two single-bay garage 
doors with multi-light windows in an upper panel are located in the lower elevation. 
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The garage at the northeast corner of the property is a one-story, front-gabled structure. The 
roofed is covered in asphalt shingles. Wide, vertically oriented composite siding clads the first-
story walls and horizontal clapboards are placed in the gable, along with decorative bargeboard 
in the gable peak. The garage has a foundation of poured concrete. A pedestrian door is placed in 
the north elevation, and a single-bay overhead door is located in the west elevation.  
 
History 
The house was erected in 1870 by Hiram Cady for his family.1027 Mr. Cady (1813-1903) was 
born in New York state and was the son of Daniel Cady who platted Northville.1028  Hiram Cady 
came to the Northville are in 1826.1029 By the time of the 1870 census, Cady is listed as a farmer. 
Other residents in the house included Mrs. Abagail Cady, Fanny Rogers, a domestic servant, and 
Thomas Kirk, a farm laborer.1030 The house includes a ground-level basement door, installed by 
Mr. Cady to easily unload his apple crop into the basement. At the time of his death, Cady was 
noted for his love of horses.1031 The Cady family remained in the house into the twentieth 
century.1032  
 
The house was purchased by Roy V. and Julia Matheson circa 1918, who lived there through the 
early 1970s. Roy Matheson worked as an inspector.1033  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 322 North Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s settlement and community development, Criterion B for its association with 
the early Northville settler Hiram Cady and his family, and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 322 North Rogers Street maintains integrity of design, as its fenestration pattern has 
not changed and the rear garage addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, and 
massing of the property. The house retains its wood siding, contributing to integrity of materials. 
The house and detached garage overall convey its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1034 It retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 


 
1027 City of Northville Assessor; Study Committee, Northville Historic District. 
1028 Ancestry.com Michigan, Deaths and Burials index, 1867-1995. “Hiram A. Cady,” accessed July 2, 2018, 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2549&h=247644&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ONk79&_phstart=successSource. 
1029 “Aged Citizen Passed Away” Northville Record, January 30, 1903, 1. 
1030 United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of the United States, (Washington, 
District of Columbia: Bureau of the Census, 1870).  
1031 “Aged Citizen Passed Away” Northville Record, January 30, 1903, 1. 
1032 “Eighty-First Birthday.” Northville Record, September 5, 1902, 1.  
1033 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 183. 
1034 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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359 North Rogers Street (House: Contributing; Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 359 North Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the west side of the street. The lot has large, mature trees, ornamental 
plantings and landscaping throughout the yard, and foundation plantings near the façade and 
south elevation. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the property, a concrete driveway 
leads from the street and along the south side of the house to a detached garage, and a brick 
walkway leads from the sidewalk to the house’s façade. Two oversized concrete planting urns on 
square, decorative pedestals flank the start of the walkway. They appear to be original to the 
house. 
 
The house is a one-and-one-half story Upright and Wing. The house also has a two-story rear 
addition that extends from the rear of the upright. The main block of the house has an L-shaped 
footprint, and the addition has a rectilinear footprint. The main block of the house rests on a 
foundation of coursed ashlar; the foundation of the addition was not visible. The roof is covered 
by asphalt shingles, which is pierced on the north end of the wing by a clapboard-clad chimney 
stack. The main block of the wood frame house is clad in wood clapboards with corner boards, 
while the rear addition appears to be clad in composite clapboards. The house is painted a dark 
olive green with white trim and has a brick red roof.  
 
An open porch with a gable-front roof spans the façade of the upright. Its foundation is clad in 
wood clapboards, which extend upward to form knee walls. Square, slightly battered columns 
span between the knee walls and the bottom of the gable. The porch is accessed by a flight of 
wood stairs that are flanked by square, battered posts with modest balustrades. Planter boxes on 
large brackets are placed on the knee walls. A porch is also placed on the rear of the two-story 
addition. The porch was largely obscured from the public right-of-way but a modest balustrade 
and short wood post indicate that the top of the porch functions as a balcony. 
 
Fenestration on the upright portion of the façade includes a pedestrian door that provides the 
main entryway to the house. It is accessed from the porch and is placed in the southern end. To 
its north are paired large, one-over-one windows that share a modest surround. Additional 
fenestration on the upright is limited to paired one-over-one windows on the upper story. The 
two windows share a surround and each has a triangular pediment. A planter box runs beneath 
the windows. The only fenestration on the façade of the wing are paired one-over-one windows. 
The windows are replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes a small, rectangular, leaded glass window with clear 
lights that is placed high on the first-story wall near the eastern end. Two windows are also 
placed on the first story, further to the west, but their sash layout was obscured by vegetation. A 
one-over-one window is located in the second story of the rear addition. Fenestration on the 
north elevation includes a window opening to the east of the chimney; however, additional 
details were not visible from the public right-of-way. 
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A one-story detached garage is located to the rear of the house, near the southwest corner of the 
property. The garage has a gable-front roof and composite clapboard siding. A two-bay overhead 
door with decorative arched lights is placed in the east elevation and a one-over-one window 
with an eared surround and pediment, that matches those on the upper story of the front 
elevation, is located in the gable peak. 
 
History 
The house was erected in the nineteenth century. Research did not reveal information on the 
building’s earliest occupants. As of 1931 Frank R. and Beatrice K. Woodworth resided in the 
house. The Woodworth’s owned a Five and Dime store at 107–109 North Center Street.1035 By 
1943 the house was the residence of Mrs. Anna Nirider.1036 By 1951 the house was the residence 
of Fred and Anna Kidman.1037 The Kidmans remained in the house through 1970.1038  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 359 North Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 359 North Rogers Street maintains a good level of integrity of design, as its overall 
fenestration pattern has not changed and the rear addition has not altered the overall scale, 
proportion, and massing of the property and is distinguishable from the original house. It also 
maintains integrity of materials, as expressed in the wood siding and window surrounds; 
however, the replacement windows diminish this integrity. The property overall conveys its 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
368 North Rogers Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 368 North Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan, on the east side of the street. The lot has ornamental trees and plantings, 
and foundation plantings near the façade and north elevation. A concrete driveway leads from 
the street along the south side of the property. A short, concrete walkway leads from the 
driveway to the house’s façade.  
 
The house is a one-story Minimal Traditional with a side-gable roof. A slightly projecting, front-
facing gable is placed in the façade. A small porch in the southwest corner of the house is 
incorporated into the main block of the house by a slight extension of the roof with a slight end 
flare . The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The exterior walls are clad in variegated red 


 
1035 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 200. 
1036 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 255. 
1037 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 278. 
1038 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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brick, except for the front gable projection, which has board and batten siding on the first story 
and clapboards in the gable peak. An wide exterior red brick chimney with a concrete cap rises 
along the north elevation.  
 
The small front porch is accessed by a single concrete step and has a modest, square column with 
a simple square capital that extends from the concrete deck to the roof. The main access to the 
house is provided by a pedestrian door on the façade that is sheltered beneath the porch roof. 
Additional fenestration includes a string of three windows in the gable front within the area of 
board and batten siding, which consists of a large, central single-light flanked on each side by a 
smaller single-light window. Additional fenestration on the façade includes a single-light 
window to the north of the gable end, and a string of three windows to the north of this. The 
string of windows has a large, centrally placed single light with an additional, smaller, single-
lights on each side. These windows are within the bricked portion of the façade and are placed 
directly under the fascia board near the roofline. The have concrete lug sills. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes a centrally placed pedestrian door that is accessed by 
a small stoop with a contemporary wood rail and two windows. A louvered vent is located high 
in the gable.  
 
History 
The house was built in 1954.1039 The first known residents were Vernon and Myrtle Kingsley, 
who remained in the house into the 1970s. Mr. Kingsley worked for Hawthorne Valley Country 
Club.1040 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 368 North Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 368 North Rogers Street is a good example of a Minimal Traditional dwelling. 
These houses were popular between 1935 and 1950, and typical features include one-story 
structures built of brick, low roof pitches, side-gabled roofs with at least one front-facing gable, 
and small entry porches. This house includes many of these features in a way that clearly 
identifies the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 368 North Rogers Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original 
footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property 
maintains many original materials. The house retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and 
association. Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a specific style 
and period of architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 


 
1039 City of Northville Assessor. 
1040 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
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4.15 Rogers Street – South 


 
122 South Rogers Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 122 South Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the west side of the street on a small lot with ornamental 
plantings along the foundation and the driveway. A sidewalk stretches along the east side of the 
property and a concrete driveway leads from South Rogers Street along the south side of the 
property to a detached garage located at the rear of the property.  
 
The house is a one-and-one-half story Upright and Wing. The house also has a one-story rear 
addition that extends from near the junction of the upright and wing portions. It rests on a 
foundation of uncoursed stone and has a roof covered by asphalt shingles, which is pierced near 
the center of the wing by a dark red brick chimney stack. The house is clad in dark olive green 
vinyl siding. An open porch spans the façade of the wing. It has a brick foundation that supports 
slightly battered, square columns with narrow, turned replacement balusters and is accessed by 
several concrete steps. The porch is covered by a hipped roof, which has a ridge that extends to 
intersect the east roof slope of the wing just beneath the chimney stack.  
 
Fenestration on the upright portion of the east (front) façade includes a string of three single-
light, casement windows on the first story and paired one-over-one, double-hung windows on the 
second story. These windows are flanked with louvered shutters. The one-story projection of the 
upright portion extends beneath the porch and contains paired, one-over-one windows, also with 
shutters. This projection also features a pedestrian door on its south elevation. Two wide, one-
over-one, double-hung windows flanked by shutters are located on the wing of the façade, near 
the one-story projection. All windows are vinyl replacements. 
 
Fenestration on the south elevation includes two, one-over-one widows with shutters. A set of 
bulkhead doors cap an enclosed stairway that leads into the basement. Fenestration on the north 
elevation, from east to west, includes a string of three single-light casement windows and two 
pairs of single-light casement windows. All are located on the first story and all are flanked by 
shutters. All windows are vinyl replacements. 
 
A one-story detached garage is located to the rear of the house, near the southwest corner of the 
property. The flat-roofed, concrete block garage has two vehicular bays, each with an overhead 
garage door. 
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History 
The house was built in 1900.1041 The building retains the same footprint as it did circa 1942.1042 
As of 1931, Mrs. Daisy F. Martin resided in the home.1043 By 1943 Heinz and Elizabeth Hilger 
resided in the house. Mr. Hilger was employed at Lincoln Motors in Detroit.1044 The Hilgers 
remained in the house through 1951.1045 In the 1960s and 1970s the house was the residence of 
Clarence H. and Wanda E. Schwab. Mr. Schwab was a child care attendant at Wayne County 
Training School.1046  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 122 South Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 122 South Rogers Street maintains integrity of design, as its overall form and 
fenestration pattern has not changed. Material replacements on the house, including the vinyl 
siding and replacement windows, have diminished this area of integrity. The property retains its 
integrity of setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the 
Northville Historic District.  
 
A garage appears in the location of the current garage in the 1942 Sanborn map.1047 However, it 
was a two-story building of frame construction, while the extant garage is one story and concrete 
block. The extant garage appears to have been constructed within the period significance 
sometime after 1942. It retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, and association and 
is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
128 South Rogers Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The house at 128 South Rogers Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. The house is on the west side of the street on a small lot with several large, 
mature trees and ornamental plantings along the foundation. A sidewalk stretches along the east 
side of the property and a concrete driveway leads from South Rogers Street along the north side 
of the property to a garage located at the rear of the property.  
 
The house is a two-story Gabled Ell with a one-story rear addition. The house rests on an 
uncoursed stone foundation and the roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles and is pierced by a 
skylight on the north roof slope. Siding includes synthetic clapboards on all elevations. The gable 
peaks include rows of rectangular panels impressed with a curving motif and below this, and 


 
1041 City of Northville Assessor. 
1042 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
1043 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 182. 
1044 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 209. 
1045 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 334. 
1046 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1047 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
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separated by a narrow molding, are a row of square panels. The panels on the façade are 
impressed with a floral motif. A brick chimney stack rises along the north elevation, near the 
junction of the main block of the house and the north-projecting ell and has a wide base with 
shoulders on the first story and above the roof line. A large, open porch spans the façade of the 
house, extends to the north of the façade, and wraps along the south elevation to end at a one-
story portion at the junction of the main block and the south-projecting ell. The porch rests on a 
foundation of uncoursed stone, which extends upwards to form knee walls. A concrete set of 
steps, also surrounded by stone piers, accesses the southeast corner of the porch. Unfluted Doric 
columns span between the knee walls and the porch roof.  
 
Fenestration on the façade includes a large, wood, single-light window centered in the first story. 
It has a leaded glass transom window with a fanlight design. The window has a wood surround 
that is topped by a simple, unornamented architrave. On the second story, between the porch roof 
and the line of ornamental square panels, are two symmetrically spaced one-over-one, double-
hung windows. A fanlight window is located in the gable peak and has a heavy wood arch with a 
projecting wood keystone. 
 
Fenestration on the first story of the south elevation includes a wood pedestrian door located on 
the west elevation of the projecting ell and two one-over-one windows; all have simple wood 
surrounds with unornamented architraves. A bay window with a hipped roof extends from the 
south-facing ell. It has a one-over-one window in the east and west sides, and pair of one-over-
one windows in the south-facing side. The rear addition contains one-over-one windows, 
including a string of four windows on the south elevation. The central two of these windows are 
located beneath a large fanlight that is placed in a gable peak with cornice returns. Fenestration 
on the second story of the south elevation includes a one-over-one window near the front of the 
main block of the house; two small, single-light windows to the rear of the main block; a one-
over-one window on the east elevation of the ell; and a pair of one-over-one windows on the 
gable end of the ell.  
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes mostly one-over-one windows. A single-light 
window is placed on each side of the brick chimney stack on both the first and second stories, 
with the second-story windows being slightly smaller. A pair of one-over-one windows is located 
on the second story of the gable end.  
 
All windows on the house, except the single-light window on the façade and the leaded glass 
transom, are modern replacements. 
 
A one-and-one-half-story, front-gabled garage is located behind the house at the rear of the 
property. It has two vehicular bays, each with a single overhead garage door. A small one-over-
one window is located in the gable peak.  
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History 
The house was built in 1900.1048 Originally, the rear cross-gable section of the house was only 
one story.1049 As of 1931, Mrs. Maryetta Carpenter lived in the house.1050 By 1943 Leona 
Parmalee, a stenographer for Depositors State Bank, lived in the house.1051 During the 1960s and 
1970s, the house was the residence of Muriel I. and Hazel Parmalee, an office worker and 
teacher, respectively.1052 Kenneth and Laurie Kilpatrick owned the house at the time of 
recordation.  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 128 South Rogers Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 128 South Rogers Street maintains a good level of integrity of design, as its 
fenestration pattern has not changed and the addition has not altered the overall scale, proportion, 
and massing of the property. Alterations to the materials, including the synthetic siding, has 
diminished this area of integrity; however, the siding maintains the appearance of historic 
materials. The integrity of workmanship is present in the porch, and the property overall conveys 
its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended as a contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1053 It retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District 
 


4.16 West Street 


 
114 West Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 114 West Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. It is located on a small lot on the east side of the street. A concrete driveway leads 
along the south side of the property to a detached garage, a concrete sidewalk stretches across the 
west side, and a concrete walkway leads from the street to the façade. Foundation plantings are 
present along the façade, north, and south elevations. 
 
The house is a two-story, wood frame Foursquare with an irregular footprint. A one-story front 
porch has been partially enclosed, and a one-story, flat-roofed addition stretches across the east 


 
1048 City of Northville Assessor. 
1049 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
1050 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 168. 
1051 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 221. 
1052 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1053 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
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(rear) elevation. The house has a pyramidal roof with wide eaves that is sheathed in asphalt 
shingles and is pierced by a hipped dormer centered in the façade and by a red external brick 
chimney stack, wider on the first story with a west shoulder as it narrows, and decorative raised 
courses at the top that rises along the north elevation. The exterior walls are clad in aluminum 
siding. The materials of the foundation were not visible as a result of the foundation plantings.  
 
The front porch has been enclosed on its northern half. On it southern half, five wood steps with 
modest, replacement wood balustrades provide access to the porch. Knee walls clad in siding 
extend above the porch decking, and one square, slightly battered column stretches between the 
knee wall and roof in the porch’s southwest corner. The porch provides access to the main 
entryway of the house, which is a pedestrian door with narrow one-over-one windows forming 
sidelights. The enclosed portion of the porch includes a pair of three-over-one windows on its 
south side, within the shelter of the porch; a string of three three-over-one windows with fixed 
shutters on its west (façade) elevation; and paired three-over-one windows on its north elevation.  
 
Additional fenestration on the façade includes two sets of paired windows on the second story. 
The windows in the southern bay have a three-over-one configuration, and the windows in the 
northern fenestration bay have a one-over-one configuration. Both pairs have modest surrounds 
and fixed, narrow shutters that appear contemporary. Small, paired three-light windows are 
placed in the dormer.  
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes four three-over-one windows on the first story, one 
to the west of the chimney stack and three to the east (rear). The second story has two three-over-
one windows, one on each side of the chimney.  
 
The south elevation includes a second pedestrian door placed near the center of the elevation, at 
grade, and partially within the foundation wall. It is covered by a small awning. A single-light, 
diamond-shaped window is placed in the first story to the west of the door, and a string of three 
three-over-one windows is placed in the first story to the east of the door. A three-over-one 
window is placed above the door, between the first and second stories, and a one-over-one 
window is placed in the second story. The southern portion of the rear addition is a porch with a 
battered column; however, additional details were precluded from view.  
 
The detached garage is a one-story structure with a rectilinear footprint and a pyramidal roof. 
The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and the walls are clad in synthetic siding. A metal 
weathervane is placed at the peak of the roof. A two-bay overhead door is located in the west 
elevation.  
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History 
The house was erected in 1925.1054 As of 1931 the house was home to Mrs. Alice Baker.1055 By 
1943 the house had become the residence of William F. and Eria M. Clark. Mr. Clark was a 
lithographer.1056 The Clarks remained in the house through 1960.1057  
 
Evaluation 
The house at 114 West Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 114 West Street is a good example of a Foursquare dwelling and is easily 
identifiable as an example of the architectural style. It maintains integrity of design, as its overall 
form and fenestration pattern has not changed. Material replacements on the house, including the 
composite siding and partial enclosure of the porch, have diminished this area of integrity. The 
property also retains its integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. It is recommended 
as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1058 It retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 
120 West Street (Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 120 West Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. It is located on the east side of the street. A concrete driveway leads to attached 
garage on the north end of the house, a concrete sidewalk stretches across the west side, and a 
concrete paver walkway leads from the sidewalk to the façade. Ornamental plantings are present 
along the façade and south elevation. 
 
The house is a one-story Ranch with an irregular footprint. The main, central block of the house 
has a gable-on-hip roof. Near its southern end, a small section projects outward. It is covered by 
a hipped roof, which also shelters a small porch adjacent to the projection. A hipped-roof section 
also extends from the north elevation, incorporating an attached garage, which is recessed from 
the main body of the house. The roof is sheathed in light gray asphalt shingles and is pierced by a 
red brick chimney stack with a concrete cap on its southern end. The exterior walls are clad in a 
red, running course brick and the trimwork is painted white. The foundation is clad in a stone 
veneer resembling narrow, uncoursed ashlar blocks. 
 


 
1054 City of Northville Assessor. 
1055 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 164. 
1056 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 200. 
1057 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1058 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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The porch on the façade is located only slightly above grade, just one step up from the walkway. 
Narrow, metal columns with decorative scrollwork are placed on the northwest corner of the 
concrete porch. The recessed porch provides access to a pedestrian door placed in the main, 
central block of the house. A picture window with a large single light in its center that is flanked 
by two small one-over-one windows is located to the north of the door. To the south of the door, 
in the projecting section, are paired one-over-one windows with fixed louvered shutters. Both 
sets of windows are place just under the fascia at the roof line and have cement lug sills. A 
second pedestrian door is placed in the section that extends to the north, within a recessed 
portion of the façade. A single-bay, solid overhead door is located on the northern end of the 
façade.  
 
The north elevation includes a single one-over-one window. The south elevation includes two 
symmetrically placed one-over-one windows whose tops are directly at the roof line and a small 
window in the foundation wall. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1958.1059 Shortly after it was erected, it was the residence of Grace C. 
Pollock, a teacher at Main Street Elementary School.1060  She remained in the house through 
1970.1061 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 120 West Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role in 
Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 120 West Street is an excellent example of a Ranch-style dwelling. These houses 
were popular between 1935 and 1975, and typical features include one-story structures with low-
pitched hipped roofs, brick cladding on exterior walls, decorative iron porch columns, and 
decorative shutters. This house includes many of these features in a way that clearly identifies 
the building as part of this architectural style. 
 
The house at 120 West Street retains a high level of integrity. It maintains its original footprint, 
overall structure, and style, providing integrity of design. Additionally, the property maintains 
many original materials. The house retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. 
Overall, the property clearly conveys its historic associations with a specific style and period of 
architecture. It is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 
  


 
1059 City of Northville Assessor. 
1060 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1061 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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247 West Street (House and Garage: Non-Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 247 West Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown Northville, 
Michigan. It is located on a large lot on the west side of the street. A sidewalk stretches along the 
east side of the property, a concrete driveway leads along the north side of the property to a 
detached garage, and a concrete walkway with steps leads from the sidewalk to the east 
elevation. Large, mature trees and ornamental landscaping dot the property and foundation 
plantings are present along the façade (north), east, and south elevations. The house is placed on 
a hill, which rises steeply upward from the sidewalk. Two rows of stone retaining walls run 
along the east side of the property to the west of the sidewalk and flank the concrete walkway. A 
picket fence encloses a portion of the rear yard. 
 
The house is a one-and-one-half-story, Side-Gabled structure with Greek Revival-style details. 
The main block of the house is oriented to face north, and a one-story section with a shed roof 
extends along its south (rear) elevation. A very large, upright addition that is two stories in height 
is placed on the west elevation and extends to the south. A one-story addition is located to the 
south of this, and a one-story, shed-roofed porch extends from the west elevation. The roof is 
sheathed in asphalt shingles and is pierced by three exterior brick chimney stacks: one on the 
façade of the wing that is shouldered and two on the east roof slope of the two-story addition. 
The exterior walls are clad in clapboards, and the foundation walls were not visible due to the 
foundation plantings.  
 
The main entryway to the house is placed in the wing of the façade (north elevation). It is 
sheltered by a small, one-story, gable-roofed porch with fluted Doric columns. The door features 
a wide surround with fluted pilasters and a large entablature. A nine-over-six window is placed 
to each side of the door, and a third nine-over-six window is placed to the east of the chimney 
stack. Fenestration on the upright includes two fenestration bays, each with a nine-over-six 
window on each story. All windows on the façade have modest surrounds with architraves.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation includes a nine-over-six window on the first story of the wing 
and an eight-over-eight window in the gable. The shed-roofed addition has a nine-over-six 
window. This addition also has a string of three nine-over-six windows, a pedestrian door, and a 
six-over-six window.  
 
Fenestration on the east elevation of the rear, two-story addition is varied and includes six-over-
six windows and eight-over-eight windows of multiple sizes. A pedestrian door is placed near 
the center of the elevation. A fanlight is placed in the gable peak of the south elevation. The one-
story rear addition also includes an eight-over-eight window and a six-over-six window.  
 
Ornamentation typical of the Greek Revival style includes wide frieze boards with multiple band 
of trim; square, fluted pilasters on the exterior corners; cornice returns in the gable ends; the 
large door surround; and the modest window surrounds.  
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The detached garage is a one-story building with a gabled roof oriented parallel to West Street. 
The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles, the exterior walls are clad in synthetic clapboards, and 
the foundation is concrete. A two-bay overhead door is placed in the east elevation, and a small 
cupola is centered on the roof.  
 
History 
This house is reputedly one of the oldest in Northville.1062 The house was erected by one of 
town’s founders, Daniel C. Cady. Mr. Cady arrived in Northville with his father in 1826. Sources 
vary on the construction date; however, the owners of the house in 1989 believed the original 
section of the building was erected in 1830.1063 The added wing was put on sometime after 
1973.1064  
 
Research did not reveal additional information on the nineteenth-century residents of the house. 
As of 1931, the house was the residence to Ferdinand and Edith Kreeger, who resided in the 
house through 1943.1065 By 1951 the house was home to Charles and Margaret Ely. Mr. Ely 
worked for C. R. Ely & Sons.1066  The Elys remained in the house through 1970.1067 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 247 West Street is not significant under any of the National Register Criteria. 
 
The house at 247 West Street is recommended as a non-contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District due to the extensive loss of historic integrity. Originally, the house was a one-
and-one-half-story, front-gabled dwelling with a small porch on the east elevation, which likely 
sheltered the main entrance to the house. Recent alterations have included the construction of a 
very large addition to the west elevation of the house that has significantly altered the scale, 
proportion, and massing of the property. The fenestration pattern also appears to have changed, 
with the main entryway moving from the east elevation to the north elevation. Additional 
alterations include the removal of the east elevation porch, the installation of replacement 
windows, the construction of the north elevation porch and addition of a fenestration bay for the 
door, and the construction of the shouldered chimney. The alterations have greatly diminished 
the historic integrity and character of the house as a modest, gable-front, Greek Revival 
dwelling. The house lacks integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
A garage is depicted near the location of the present building in 1942.1068 However, the extant 
garage is much larger than what was depicted on the Sanborn Map, suggesting it was erected or 
remodeled sometime later. The exterior materials on the garage are modern and appears the 


 
1062 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 30. 
1063 Louie and Rockall, Step by Step, 30. 
1064 Aerial imagery, NETROnline, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer, accessed May 29, 2018. 
1065 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 181. 
1066 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 296. 
1067 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1068 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 5. 
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structure was designed to look historic. Therefore, the garage is recommended a non-contributing 
resource to the Northville Historic district. 
 


4.17 Wing Street - North 


 
111 North Wing Street (House and Garage: Contributing) 
 
Description 
The property at 111 North Wing Street is located in a residential neighborhood west of 
downtown Northville, Michigan. It is located on the west side of the street. A contemporary 
concrete paver driveway leads along the north side of the property from the street to a detached 
garage. A concrete sidewalk stretches across the east side of the property, and a contemporary 
concrete paver walkway leads from the street to the façade. Large, mature trees dot the yard, and 
foundation plantings are present along the façade, north, and south elevations.  
 
The property is a one-story, wood frame Bungalow residence with Craftsman-style details that 
currently functions as a commercial building. The house has an irregular footprint and a cross-
gable roof. A one-story front porch spans the façade, and a small porch is placed on the 
northwest corner of the house. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and has wide eaves. It is 
pierced in its north slope by a red brick chimney stack. The chimney stack has a shoulder capped 
by concrete and has several rows of decorative raised courses at the top. The exterior walls are 
clad in wide, aluminum siding on the first story and board and batten siding in the gables. The 
house rests on a foundation of rock-faced concrete blocks. The house is white with dark gray 
trim. 
 
The front porch is accessed by seven, shallow concrete stairs and rests on an uncoursed stone 
foundation. Large, battered, uncoursed fieldstone piers rise from the ground above the porch 
decking, slightly above the rail height. The piers on the corners support unfluted, battered square 
columns that have small capitals with keystone-like ornamentation, and stretch to an 
unornamented, slightly arched entablature that has a solid, heavy appearance. The foundation 
extends upwards to form knee walls, with small, centered drainage holes. It extends down the 
stairs on each side and is topped by concrete coping.  
 
The small porch at the northwestern corner of the house is accessed by stairs on its north side. It 
has square, wood piers with modest balustrades and a square, battered column on its northwest 
pier.  
 
The main entryway to the building is centered in the façade within the shelter of the porch. The 
wood pedestrian door has a large window divided into nine lights with Prairie-style inspired 
muntins that are situated near the outside of the opening to create a large center light surrounded 
by smaller lights. Paired three-over-one windows are placed to each side of the door. The 
windows and door have unornamented surrounds.  
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The fenestration in the south elevation includes a canted bay window that is sheltered by a small, 
shed roof and three-over-one windows. A second, larger bay window with a square plan is 
placed to the west, is sheltered by a gable roof with wide eaves and simple, open brackets and 
has centered, paired three-over-one windows. Another set of paired three-over-one windows is 
placed near the western end of the elevation, and a pair is also centered ed in the gable peak. 
Several windows openings are present in the foundation wall and have been infilled with wood 
panels. 
 
Fenestration on the north elevation includes two square, single-light windows, one on each side 
of the chimney stack. A large, square bay window, which is covered by a gable roof with deep 
eaves and open brackets, has a string of three three-over-one windows. A three over-one window 
is also located to its rear, near the western end of the elevation. Paired three-over-one windows 
are placed in the gable peak.  
 
Ornamentation on the house includes decorative open knee braces and exposed rafter tails under 
the wide eaves both of which are characteristic of the Craftsman style. The outer edges of the 
fascia boards in the gables also have modest scrollwork. 
 
The detached garage is placed at the northwest corner of the property. It has a rectilinear plan 
and a solid, wide front-gable roof with a slight overhang. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles 
and the walls are clad in wide siding on the first story and board and batten siding in the gable 
peak. A two-bay door opening is placed in the east elevation. 
 
History 
The house was built in 1918.1069 The building footprint has not changed since that time.1070 As of 
1931, Charles W. and Lillian Hills resided in the house. Charles owned the Church Street 
Garage.1071  By 1943 Jay D. and Alice Hazen lived in the house.1072 By 1951 the house was the 
residence of Theodore M. Parsons, Jr., and his wife, Mildred E. Mr. Parsons was an accountant 
for Ford Motor Company.1073 The Parsons remained in the house through 1970.1074 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 111 North Wing Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development and under Criterion C for architecture. 
 
The house at 111 North Wing Street is a good example of a bungalow constructed in the 
Craftsman style. It maintains its original footprint, overall structure, and style, providing integrity 
of design. The aluminum siding has diminished the integrity of materials somewhat, but the 


 
1069 City of Northville Assessor. 
1070 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
1071 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 177. 
1072 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 209. 
1073 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 281. 
1074 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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integrity of workmanship is expressed through the use of natural materials in the front porch, the 
ornamentation and fenestration, and the overall form and construction of the property. The house 
and garage retain integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. Overall, the property 
clearly conveys its historic associations with a specific style and period of architecture. It is 
recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District.  
 
The garage first appears in the 1942 Sanborn map.1075 It retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, feeling, and association and is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville 
Historic District. 
 
129 North Wing Street (Contributing) 
 
The house at 129 North Wing Street is in a residential neighborhood west of downtown 
Northville, Michigan. It is located on the southwest corner of the intersection of North Wing 
Street and West Dunlap Street. A concrete sidewalk stretches along the east and north sides of 
the property, and concrete walkways reach from North Wing Street to the façade and from West 
Dunlap Street to the north elevation of the house. A large, mature tree is located to the northeast 
of the house, and foundation plantings are present along the façade, south, and north elevations. 
A wall of concrete retaining blocks also stretches along the façade. 
 
The house is a Gothic Revival style building with an irregular footprint. The main block of the 
house is two stories in height has a rectilinear footprint with a centered gable roof. A two-story 
wing extends from the west (rear) elevation and has a gabled roof that is pierced by a wall 
dormer in its north elevation, and a two-story section is placed on its south elevation and has a 
shed roof. Last, a one-story addition with a gable roof extends from the west elevation.  
 
All sections of the house have roofs sheathed in asphalt shingles. Brick chimneys pierce the roof 
ridge of the main block of the house near the northern end and on the two-story wing near its 
western end. The walls of the house are clad in vinyl siding. The foundation of the main block in 
uncoursed rubble stone, and the foundations of the other sections were not visible, as the siding 
extends to the ground. 
 
A small, concrete porch is centered on the façade. It is accessed by several concrete steps and has 
a metal balustrade. Fenestration on the façade includes three symmetrically spaced fenestration 
bays. The porch provides access to a wood pedestrian door in the center bay, which serves as the 
main entrance to the house. The door has a single-light transom window and a vinyl surround. A 
large, single-light window with a single-light transom is placed in each of the remaining 
fenestration bays on the first story, and all three bays on the second story each have a one-over-
one, double-hung, vinyl replacement window. The windows all have vinyl surrounds. 
 


 
1075 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
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Fenestration on the south elevation includes, on the main block of the house, two symmetrically 
placed fenestration bays. A one-over-one, double-hung, vinyl replacement window is located in 
each bay on each story, with the lower windows slightly larger than the upper ones. A small, 
rectangular window is also located within the foundation wall, and a pair of bulkhead doors is 
placed to its west. Fenestration on the two-story addition includes three one-over-one windows 
on the first story, with the westernmost window much smaller than the other two. The upper 
story has two one-over-one windows. All of the windows on the two-story addition are double-
hung, vinyl windows and have vinyl surrounds.  
 
Fenestration on the north elevation of the main block of the house mirrors that of the south 
elevation: two fenestration bays with a one-over-one, double-hung, vinyl window on each story. 
The two-story wing has a pedestrian door near its eastern end, which is accessed by a wood 
patio. A one-over-one windows flanks the door on each side. Another one-over-one window is 
placed to the west, and a rectangular window with many leaded glass lights is placed farther to 
the west, near the top of the first story. The remaining fenestration includes a pair of one-over-
one windows in the wall dormer. All of the windows and the door have vinyl surrounds.  
 
A wood pedestrian door with a large, single-light window in its upper panel is placed on the 
northern end of the west (rear) elevation. Two one-over-one windows, one large and one small, 
are located in the two-story wing. A window is also placed in the west elevation of the two-story 
addition, but the sash configuration was not visible.  
 
The rear, one-story addition has a pair of wood, hinged doors with upper window lights in its 
west elevation. A small, square window is placed in the gable peak. A one-over-one, double-
hung, vinyl window is located in the north elevation, and a pedestrian door is located in the south 
elevation. 
 
The main block of the house features ornamentation that is characteristic of the Gothic Revival 
style. Three types of decorative bargeboard are found on the house. Bargeboard with points is 
placed in the cornice on the façade and west elevation, and bargeboard with stars is placed in the 
façade gable. Bargeboard with a quatrefoil motif is placed in the south- and north-facing gables. 
Large finials and pendants are placed in the gable peaks, and smaller pendants are placed in the 
lower corners of the gables. The centrally placed window in the second story of the façade 
features a highly ornamented, large, window hood with a pediment. It is supported by narrow, 
scrollwork brackets. The pediment projects outward and is covered by a board and batten roof, 
and a star is placed beneath the peak. Bargeboard that resembles a string of fleur-de-lis is located 
in the peak of the pediment and extends around the south and north sides. Small pendants are 
also placed in the outer corners of the pediment. 
 
History 
By 1893 the house included the two-story main block with two canted bays on the first story; a 
rear, L-plan, one-and-one-half-story wing; and a one-story section attached to the end of the 
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wing.1076  By 1899 the L-section of the rear wing had been infilled by a one-story addition, 
giving it a rectangular plan.1077 Circa 1920 the house was expanded by a garage on the rear ell. 
1078 The canted bays were removed from the façade and a full-width front porch was installed, 
which remained in place through the 1940s.1079 Circa 1930 the house had been divided into 
apartments and included addresses 129 and 131 North Wing Street. 
 
129 North Wing Street 
As of 1931 Leslie G. and Rozella Lee resided in the house. Mr. Lee was a high school 
teacher.1080 By 1943 Louis and Helen Kingsley and Andrew J. S. and Marcella Betts resided at 
this address. Mr. Kingsley worked at the Willow Run plant in Ypsilanti.1081 Mr. Betts was 
employed at Ford Motor Company.1082 By 1951 Mrs. Florence Thornton resided in this half of 
the building.1083 By 1960 Mrs. Flora Marion lived in this section of the building.1084 Two 
families resided at this address in 1970.1085 
 
131 North Wing Street 
As of 1931 Ralph B. Willis, a real estate agent, resided in the unit.1086 By 1931 Ralph B. and 
Norma M. Willis and Mrs. Hester Gow resided at this address. Mr. Willis was a foreman.1087 
Mrs. Gow was employed at Ford Motor Company.1088 The Willis family remained at this address 
through 1951.1089 As of 1960 Mrs. Flora VanDyke resided in this half of the building.1090 By 
1970 Albert DeBoutte was in this section of the building.1091 
 
Evaluation 
The house at 129 North Wing Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its role 
in Northville’s community development. 
 
Alterations to the house at 129 North Wing Street over time have diminished the integrity of 
design, including the removal of the canted bay windows and the construction of a second story 
on the southern section. The vinyl siding and replacement windows have also diminished the 
integrity of materials. However, the house retains integrity of workmanship, which is visible in 
the highly ornamented bargeboard. The house also retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, 


 
1076 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 3. 
1077 Sanborn-Perris, Northville, 1899, 3. 
1078 Sanborn, Northville, 1926, 2. 
1079 Sanborn, Northville, 1942, 3. 
1080 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 182. 
1081 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 211. 
1082 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 196. 
1083 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 379. 
1084 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1085 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
1086 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1931, 216. 
1087 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 234. 
1088 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1946, 206. 
1089 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1951, 379. 
1090 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1960. 
1091 Polk, Plymouth/Northville, 1970. 
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and association, and can be easily identified as an example of the Gothic Revival style. The 
house is recommended as a contributing property to the Northville Historic District. 
 


4.18 Wing Street – South 


 
200 South Wing Street, Northville United States Post Office (Contributing) 
 
Description 
This building is located on the southwest corner of the West Cady Street and South Wing Street 
intersection. Public sidewalks are located north and east of the structure. A retaining wall 
encloses a raised garden on the eastern half of the north elevation of the building and shrubs line 
the remainder of this elevation. A large flag pole is located on the southwest corner of the 
minimal lawn strip. A paved parking lot is located south of the building. Two mail drop boxes 
are located near the cement stoop at the central entryway, and a cement path with steps connects 
to the eastern sidewalk. 
 
The red brick structure has a rectangular footprint with three cross-gables and an L-shaped car 
port attached to the south elevation. Each one of the gable ends on the north elevation project 
slightly north. The brick on the body of the building is in the running pattern and brick quoins 
are built into each corner of the structure. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. All trim is 
painted white. 
 
The side-gable façade fronts South Wing Street. A brick chimney shaft is located on the western 
roof slope and a ventilated wood lantern rests in the center of the roof ridge on this gabled 
section. The lantern is topped by an oxidized copper roof and a weathervane that has the capital 
letters depicting each direction and it topped by an arrow. The roof is covered with asphalt 
shingles. The roof has no eaves. Directly under the roof line is a wood band, topped with simple 
molding that contains the words “United States Post Office    Northville, Michigan 48167” 
across the window bays. A centered pedestrian door is of wood frame with central glass panel 
with divided fifteen-lights. The entry includes a rectangular transom and sidelights, both of 
which have divided lights, and a wood door surround of narrow, vertical panels. Large iron 
lantern-style light fixtures are affixed to the brick on each side of the door.  
 
The fenestration pattern consists of six-over-nine double hung windows with accompanying 
window shutters spaced at even intervals around the structure, except on the west elevation 
which has no windows. The gable ends are filled with clapboard and contain a centered circular 
vent at the top of the gable.  
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History 
The Colonial Revival-style building, one of the United States Post Office’s (USPS) Thousand 
Series designs published in 1959 and associated with the rise of suburbia 1092 It has housed the 
Northville Post Office since its construction in 1964.1093The USPS established the Zone 
Improvement Program (zip code) in 1963 hence the inclusion of the zip code on the building’s 
façade. The addition appears to be a parcel post facility. 
 
Evaluation 
The property at 200 South Wing Street is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
role in the Northville’s community development and government and under Criterion C for 
architecture. 
 
The United States Post Office building at 200 South Wing Street maintains excellent integrity of 
design. The property maintains integrity of materials, location, setting, feeling, and association. It 
is recommended as a contributing resource to the Northville Historic District. 
 


 
1092 USPS Nationwide Historic Context Study: Postal Facilities Constructed or Occupied between 1940 and 1971. 
(Draft prepared for the United States Post Office by the URS Group, Germantown, MD. September 2012. (see 
Figure 3-5, plate 70, p. 3-34) 
1093 Bill Sigler. “Speaking for The Record.” Northville Record, April 22, 2018, 4. 
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type


CADY E NVA 1 Non-contributing Site/Vacant lot
CADY E NVA 2 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 3 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 4 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 5 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 6 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 7 Non-contributing Site/Vacant lot
CADY E NVA 9 Non-contributing Structure/Parking garage
CADY E NVA 10 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E NVA 11 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY W NVA 16 Non-contributing Structure/Parking garage
CADY E 118 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
CADY E 131 Non-contributing Building
CADY E 141-145 Non-contributing Building
CADY E 300 Non-contributing Building
CADY E 335 Non-contributing Site/Vacant lot
CADY E 350 Contributing Building
CADY E 350 Contributing Building (garage)
CADY E 361 Non-contributing Building
CADY E 456 Contributing Building
CADY E 459 Contributing Building
CADY W NVA 17 Contributing Site/Cemetery
CADY W 212 Non-contributing Building
CADY W 215 Contributing Building
CADY W 473 Contributing Building
CADY W 487 Contributing Building
CADY W 487 Contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 494 Contributing Building
CADY W 495 Non-contributing Building
CADY W 495 Non-contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 500 Non-contributing Building
CADY W 500 Non-contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 501 Contributing Building
CADY W 501 Contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 504 Contributing Building
CADY W 504 Contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 508 Contributing Building
CADY W 508 Contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 511 Non-contributing Building
CADY W 511 Non-contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 514 Non-contributing Building
CADY W 514 Non-contributing Building (garage)
CADY W 521 Contributing Building
CADY W 521 Contributing Building (garage)
CADYCENTRE 125 Non-contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
CENTER N 101-103 Contributing Building
CENTER N 105 Contributing Building
CENTER N 107 Contributing Building
CENTER N 109-115 Contributing Building
CENTER N 119 Contributing Building
CENTER N 120 Contributing Building
CENTER N 121 Contributing Building
CENTER N 124-128 Non-contributing Building
CENTER N 134 Contributing Building
CENTER N 135-137 Contributing Building
CENTER N 136 Contributing Building
CENTER N 140-142 Contributing Building
CENTER N 145 Non-Contributing Building
CENTER N 144-148 Contributing Building
CENTER N 150 Contributing Building
CENTER N 156 Non-contributing Building
CENTER N 200 Contributing Building
CENTER N 301 Contributing Building
CENTER S 113 Non-contributing Building
CENTER S 201 Contributing Building
DUBUAR 404 Non-contributing Building
DUBUAR 404 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 406 Contributing Building
DUBUAR 406 Contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 410 Non-Contributing Building
DUBUAR 417 Non-Contributing Building
DUBUAR 419 Non-Contributing Building
DUBUAR 419 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 421 Contributing Building
DUBUAR 421 Contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 422 Non-contributing Building
DUBUAR 422 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 430 Non-contributing Building
DUBUAR 433 Non-Contributing Building
DUBUAR 433 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 439 Non-Contributing Building
DUBUAR 439 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUBUAR 440 Contributing Building
DUBUAR 446 Non-contributing Building
DUBUAR 446 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP E 111 Contributing Building
DUNLAP E 115 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP E 116 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
DUNLAP E 133 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP E 143 Contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
DUNLAP W NVA 18 Non-contributing Site/Parking lot
DUNLAP W 100 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 122 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP W 132 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 132 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 206 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 206 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 211 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 217 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 217 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 218 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 218 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 304 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 304 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 305 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 305 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 310 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 310 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 314 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 314 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 317 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 317 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 401 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 401 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 404 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP W 404 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 412 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 412 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 417 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 417 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 418 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 418 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 501 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 504 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 504 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 511 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 511 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 512 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 512 Non-Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 515 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 515 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 522 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 522 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 523 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP W 523 Non-contributing Building (garage)
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
DUNLAP W 527 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 527 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 528 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP W 528 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 534 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 537 Non-contributing Building
DUNLAP W 537 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 542 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 542 Contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 543 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 543 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 548 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 549 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 549 Non-contributing Building (garage)
DUNLAP W 552 Contributing Building
DUNLAP W 552 Contributing Building (garage)
GRISWOLD NVA 14 Contributing Structure/Dam
GRISWOLD NVA 15 Contributing Site (Ford Field)
GRISWOLD NVA 15A Contributing Site (Ford Field)
HIGH 113 Contributing Building
HIGH 113 Contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 116 Contributing Building
HIGH 116 Non-contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 121 Contributing Building
HIGH 121 Contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 124 Contributing Building
HIGH 124 Non-contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 213 Non-contributing Building
HIGH 213 Non-contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 223 Contributing Building
HIGH 229 Contributing Building
HIGH 229 Non-contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 235 Contributing Building
HIGH 239 Contributing Building
HIGH 239 Contributing Building (garage)
HIGH 320 Non-contributing Building
HIGH 320 Non-contributing Building (garage)
HUTTON 127 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 105 Contributing Building
LINDEN 115 Contributing Building
LINDEN 115 Contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 118 Contributing Building
LINDEN 118 Contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 217 Contributing Building
LINDEN 217 Contributing Building (garage)
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
LINDEN 220 Contributing Building
LINDEN 222-224 Contributing Building
LINDEN 223 Contributing Building
LINDEN 223 Contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 226-228 Contributing Building
LINDEN 229 Contributing Building
LINDEN 229 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 238 Contributing Building
LINDEN 238 Contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 248 Contributing Building
LINDEN 248 Contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 254 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 254 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 265 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 320 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 320 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN 335 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 336 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 373 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN 373 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN CT 515 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN CT 525 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN CT 525 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN CT 531 Contributing Building
LINDEN CT 535 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN CT 535 Non-contributing Building (garage)
LINDEN CT 541 Non-contributing Building
LINDEN CT 541 Non-contributing Building (garage)
MAIN E NVA 12 Non-contributing Site/Park
MAIN E NVA 13 Non-contributing Site/Vacant lot
MAIN E 101 Contributing Building
MAIN E 102-106 Contributing Building
MAIN E 103-107 Contributing Building
MAIN E 108-110 Contributing Building
MAIN E 111 Contributing Building
MAIN E 112 Contributing Building
MAIN E 115 Contributing Building
MAIN E 116 Contributing Building
MAIN E 117-127 Contributing Building
MAIN E 118 Contributing Building
MAIN E 120-124 Contributing Building
MAIN E 126-134 Contributing Building
MAIN E 129 Contributing Building
MAIN E 131-137 Contributing Building
MAIN E 139 Contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
MAIN E 141-145 Contributing Building
MAIN E 149 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 151-153 Contributing Building
MAIN E 156-158 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 157 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 160 Non-Contributing Building
MAIN E 170 Non-Contributing Building
MAIN E 182-186 Non-Contributing Building
MAIN E 190 Non-Contributing Building
MAIN E 200 Non-Contributing Building
MAIN E 201 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 215 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 235 Contributing Building
MAIN E 302 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 311 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 324 Contributing Building
MAIN E 332 Contributing Building
MAIN E 333 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 341 Contributing Building
MAIN E 342 Contributing Building
MAIN E 355 Contributing Building
MAIN E 371 Contributing Building
MAIN E 400 Non-contributing Building
MAIN E 410 Contributing Building
MAIN E 410 Non-contributing Building (outbuildings)
MAIN E 422 Contributing Building
MAIN E 422 Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN E 430 Contributing Building
MAIN E 450 Contributing Building
MAIN W 108-112 Contributing Building
MAIN W 109-113 Contributing Building
MAIN W 114-126 Non-contributing Building
MAIN W 133 Non-contributing Building
MAIN W 202 Contributing Building
MAIN W 215 Contributing Building
MAIN W 302 Contributing Building
MAIN W 303 Contributing Building
MAIN W 306 Contributing Building
MAIN W 312 Contributing Building
MAIN W 312 Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 404 Contributing Building
MAIN W 410 Contributing Building
MAIN W 411 Contributing Building
MAIN W 418 Contributing Building
MAIN W 501 Contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
MAIN W 502 Contributing Building
MAIN W 508 Non-contributing Building
MAIN W 508 Non-contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 514 Contributing Building
MAIN W 514 Non-contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 520 Non-contributing Building
MAIN W 521 Contributing Building
MAIN W 521 Non-contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 523 Contributing Building
MAIN W 530 Contributing Building
MAIN W 530 Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 531 Contributing Building
MAIN W 536 Contributing Building
MAIN W 536 Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 537 Non-contributing Building
MAIN W 537 Non-Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 542 Contributing Building
MAIN W 542 Non-Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 547 Contributing Building
MAIN W 547 Contributing Building (garage)
MAIN W 548 Contributing Building
MAIN W 548 Non-contributing Building (garage)
MAINCENTRE 150 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 108 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 113 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 116 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 119 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 119 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 124 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 125 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 125 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 132 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 142 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 204 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 204 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 312 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 312 Contributing Building (shed)
RANDOLPH 317 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 318 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 318 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 319-321 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 319-321 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 402 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 405 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 412 Non-contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
RANDOLPH 413 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 413 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 418 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 418 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 424 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 436 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 442 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 503 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 503 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 504 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 509 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 509 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 510 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 516 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 521 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 528 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 528 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 529 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 537-539 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 537-539 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 545 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 545 Contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 562 Contributing Building
RANDOLPH 562 Non-contributing Building (garage)
RANDOLPH 572 Non-contributing Building
RANDOLPH 588 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 101 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 101 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 109 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 109 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 114-116 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 117 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 117 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 121-125 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 131 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 131 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 201 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 201 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 207 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 207 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 221 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 227 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 230 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 230 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 231 Contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
ROGERS N 231 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 234 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 234 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 322 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 322 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 333 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 333 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 343 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 350 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 353 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS N 353 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 359 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 359 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 365 Contributing Building
ROGERS N 365 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS N 368 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 102 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 102 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 110 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 110 Non-contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 116 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 116 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 117 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 117 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 122 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 122 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 127 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS S 128 Contributing Building
ROGERS S 128 Contributing Building (garage)
ROGERS S 146 Non-contributing Building
ROGERS S 208 Non-contributing Building
WEST 113 Contributing Building
WEST 113 Contributing Building (garage)
WEST 114 Contributing Building
WEST 114 Contributing Building (garage)
WEST 120 Contributing Building
WEST 121 Contributing Building
WEST 121 Contributing Building (garage)
WEST 212 Non-contributing Building
WEST 216 Contributing Building
WEST 218 Contributing Building
WEST 222 Contributing Building
WEST 223 Contributing Building
WEST 223 Non-contributing Building (garage)
WEST 226 Contributing Building
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Appendix B. List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Northville Historic District


Street Direction Number Status Resource Type
WEST 227 Non-contributing Building
WEST 228 Non-contributing Building
WEST 228 Non-contributing Building (garage & outbuildings)
WEST 231 Contributing Building
WEST 231 Contributing Building (garage)
WEST 236 Non-contributing Building
WEST 247 Non-contributing Building
WEST 247 Non-contributing Building (garage)
WEST 255 Non-contributing Building
WING N 111 Contributing Building
WING N 111 Contributing Building (garage)
WING N 117 Contributing Building
WING N 121 Contributing Building
WING N 125 Contributing Building
WING N 129 Contributing Building
WING N 209 Non-Contributing Building
WING N 212 Contributing Building
WING N 214 Contributing Building
WING N 214 Contributing Building (garage)
WING N 217 Contributing Building
WING N 217 Contributing Building (garage)
WING N 220 Contributing Building
WING N 220 Non-contributing Building (garage)
WING S 200 Contributing Building
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Chapter 42 - HISTORIC PRESERVATION[1]  


Footnotes:  


--- (1) ---  


Editor's note— Ord. No. 9-15-03, adopted Oct. 6, 2003, amended ch. 42 in its entirety and enacted 
similar provisions as set out herein. The former ch. 42 derived from Code 1980, §§ 6-1201, 6-1202, and 
6-1204—6-1207.  


Cross reference— Buildings and building regulations, ch. 14.  


State Law reference— Historic preservation, MCL 399.201 et seq.  


 


ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  


Sec. 42-1. - Purpose and intent.  


Historic preservation is declared to be a public purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to safeguard 
the heritage of the city by preserving districts which reflects elements of the city's history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, or culture; to stabilize and improve property values in such district; to foster 
civic beauty and pride; to strengthen the local economy; to promote the use of the historic district for the 
education, pleasure and welfare of the citizens of the city and the state; and to encourage new buildings 
and development which will be harmonious with the existing historic buildings and neighborhoods but will 
not necessarily be of the same architectural style, the purpose being to develop the historic district as a 
vital living area in which each succeeding generation may build with the quality and sensitivity of past 
generations.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03) 


 


Sec. 42-2. - Definitions.  


Alteration means work that changes the detail of a resource but does not change its basic size or 
shape.  


Certificate(s) of appropriateness means the written approval of a permit application for work that is 
appropriate and that does not adversely affect a resource.  


Commission means a historic district commission created by the city council.  


Demolition means the razing or destruction, whether entirely or in part, of a resource and includes, 
but is not limited to, demolition by neglect. Destruction by fire when arson by the owner or the owner's 
agent is proven shall be considered demolition.  


Demolition by neglect means neglect in maintaining, repairing or securing a resource that results in 
deterioration of an external feature of the resource or the loss of structural integrity of the resource.  


Denial means the written rejection of a permit application for work that is inappropriate or that 
adversely affects a resource.  


Fire alarm system means a system designed to detect and annunciate the presence of fire or 
byproducts of fire. Fire alarm system includes smoke alarms.  


Historic district means an area, or group of areas not necessarily having contiguous boundaries, that 
contains one resource or a group of resources that are related by history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering or culture.  
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Historic preservation means the identification, evaluation, designation, and protection of resources 
significant in history, architecture, archeology, engineering, or culture.  


Historic resource means a publicly or privately owned building, structure, site, object, feature, or 
open space that is significant in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, or culture of this state 
or a community within the state or of the United States.  


Notice to proceed means the written permission to issue a permit for work that is inappropriate and 
that adversely affects the resource pursuant to a finding under subsection 42-27(3).  


Open space means undeveloped land, a naturally landscaped area, or a formal or manmade 
landscaped area that provides a connective link or a buffer between other resources.  


Ordinary maintenance means keeping a resource unimpaired and in good condition through ongoing 
minor intervention, undertaken from time to time, in its exterior condition. Ordinary maintenance does not 
change the external appearance of the resource. Ordinary maintenance does not constitute work for 
purposes of this chapter.  


Proposed historic district means an area or group of areas, not necessarily having contiguous 
boundaries, that has delineated boundaries and that is under review by a committee or a standing 
committee for the purpose of making a recommendation as to whether it should be established as a 
historic district or added to an established historic district.  


Repair means to restore a decayed or damaged resource to a good or sound condition by any 
process. A repair that changes the external appearance of a resource constitutes work for purposes of 
this Act.  


Resource means one or more publicly or privately owned historic or nonhistoric buildings, structures, 
sites, objects, features or open spaces located within a historic district.  


SHPO means the State Historic Preservation Office.  


Smoke alarm means a single-station or multiple-station alarm responsive to smoke and not 
connected to a system.  


Work means construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, reconstruction, restoration, 
painting, landscaping, color change or demolition.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 


Sec. 42-3. - Historic district.  


[Boundaries; description.] The Northville Historic District is hereby established and is bounded and 
described as follows:  


The Northville Historic District (Figures 2-1 and 2-2; Appendix A and B) boundary begins at the NW 
corner of the lot associated with 588 Randolph Street. From here, the boundary continues on the N lot 
line of said (sd) parcel continuing on the north lot line of 562 and 528 Randolph until it reaches the NE 
corner, thence (th) turns south to follow the east lot line and continues along the northern lot lines of the 
lots between 516 and 312 Randolph. At the NE corner of 312 Randolph, the boundary crosses High to 
the NW corner of the lot associated with 320 High, th follows the north, east, and west lot lines of the 
parcels located at 320 High Street, 204 to 108 Randolph Street, and 301 N Center Street. At the NE 
corner of 301 N Center, the boundary follows the east lot line along the curb, and crosses south over 
Randolph until it reaches a point even with the north lot line of 200 E Dunlap. From this point (pt), the 
boundary turns east to follow the north lot lines of the parcels associated with 200 to 143 E Dunlap, 
inclusive, of said Assessors Northville Plat No. 7, and its easterly extension thereof, crossing over Hutton 
Street to the easterly right-of-way line of Hutton Street.  At this point, the boundary turns north to follow 
the Hutton Street right-of-way (the west lot line of Ford Field - Tax Parcel No. 48-001-04-0718-020 or 
NVA #15), to the NW corner of this Tax Parcel, then east to the NE corner of this Tax Parcel, then south 
to where the boundary intersects with the NW corner of the adjoining parcel to the east (Tax Parcel No. 
48-001-04-0718-016 or NVA #15A).  The boundary continues east to follow the north parcel line of this 
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Tax Parcel to the NE corner of this Tax Parcel, then south along the Griswold Street westerly right-of-way 
to the SE corner of this Tax Parcel, then west to the SW corner of this Tax Parcel, which is also the NE 
corner of 355 E. Main.  At the NE corner of 355 E Main, the boundary turns south along the eastern lot 
line of 355 E Main until it intersects the NW corner of  371 E Main, where it turns east and follows the 
northern boundary of 371 E Main. At the NE corner of 371 E Main, the boundary extends E across 
Griswold Street until it reaches the W lot line of NVA #14. From this pt, the boundary follows the W, N, 
and E lot lines of NVA #14 and continues along the W and S lot lines of NVA #13 until it reaches the SW 
corner of NVA #13. Th, the boundary extends SW across E Main until it reaches the NE corner of 430 E 
Main. Th, the boundary turns S and E to follow the lot lines of 430 E Main, 459 E Cady, and crosses E 
Cady to follow the E, S, and W lot lines of 456 E Cady, th turns west along the S lot line of NVA #7 and 
350 E Cady. The boundary continues in a westerly direction along the S lot lines of the properties that 
front on E and W Cady Streets, crossing the roadways at Griswold, S Center, S Wing, and First Streets 
before terminating at the southwest corner of 521 W Cady Street. At the SW corner of 521 W Cady, the 
boundary turns N along the W lot line to the NE corner of the lot and then angles SW across S Rogers to 
the SE corner of 208 S Rogers. Th, the boundary continues W along the S lot line to the SW corner of the 
property. Here, the boundary turns N, following the rear lot lines from 208 to 102 S Rogers, crossing W 
Main, and continues along 101 to 231 N Rogers before crossing Dubuar. At this pt, the boundary 
continues across Dubuar to the SW corner of 333 Dubuar before continuing along the W boundary of 333 
to 365 W Dubuar. At the NW corner of 365 W Dubuar, the boundary turns E, following the N lot line 
before crossing N Rogers to 368 N Rogers. The boundary continues E and N along the lot lines of 368 N 
Rogers, 531 Linden Ct, 537 and 545 Randolph, before crossing Randolph to the S corner of 572 
Randolph. Th, the boundary continues NW and NE along the S and W lot lines of 572 and 588 Randolph 
before returning to the pt of the origin.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 2-5-07, § 1, 2-20-07; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10) 
 
Secs. 42-4—42-19. - Reserved.  


 


ARTICLE II. - HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  


Sec. 42-20. - Historic district commission.  


The historic district commission is hereby established. It shall consist of seven members, who are 
city residents, appointed by the mayor. The composition of the commission shall include the mayor or an 
alternate selected by the mayor and confirmed by city council and at least one architect, who has two 
years of architectural experience or is an architect registered in the state if one is available, or a builder 
with a known interest in historic preservation, if one is available and resides within the city. At least two 
members shall be chosen from a list of citizens submitted by one or more duly organized local historic 
preservation organizations, when possible. A majority of the members shall have a clearly demonstrated 
interest in or knowledge of historic preservation. At least two members shall reside within the historic 
district. In addition, the building inspector or that person's designee shall serve on the commission as a 
resource person and shall not be counted toward the total of seven members.  


Members shall be appointed for terms of three years, which shall be staggered. Members of the 
commission may be appointed to succeeding terms. Members may be removed by the city council upon 
their sole discretion for misfeasance, malfeasance or nonfeasance upon written charges and after a 
public hearing. Members who are absent from three consecutive un-excused historic district commission 
meetings shall be subject to review and/or removal from the historic district commission by action of the 
city council. The city council shall fill vacancies on the commission within 60 days of the vacancy 
occurring.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10; Ord. No. 10-16-17a, § 2, 10-30-17)  
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Sec. 42-21. - Procedures of commission.  


(1)  Officers. The chairperson of the commission shall be the mayor or the alternate selected by the mayor 
and confirmed by city council. At the first meeting of each year, the commission shall elect from its 
membership a vice-chair who shall serve for the term of one year. The vice-chair shall be eligible for 
re-election. The chair shall preside over the commission and shall have the right to vote. The vice-
chair shall, in the absence or disability of the chair, perform the duties of the chair.  


(2)  Meetings. The commission shall provide for the time and place of holding monthly meetings. The 
commission may call for a formal public hearing on matters of importance at any time. It shall also 
provide for the calling of special meetings by the chair or by at least two members of the commission 
and for the proper public notification. All meetings shall be open to the public. Public notice of the time, 
date, and place of the meetings and the conduct of meetings shall conform with the Open Meetings 
Act, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. A meeting agenda shall be part of the notice and shall include a listing of 
each permit application to be reviewed or considered by the commission. Any person or duly 
constituted representative shall be entitled to appear and be heard on any matter which is before the 
commission.  


(3)  Record. The commission shall keep a record, including meeting minutes, which shall be kept in the 
city clerk’s office and be open to public view, of its resolutions, proceedings, and actions, in compliance 
with the Freedom of Information Act, MCL 15.231-15.246.  


(4)  Quorum. Four members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  


(5)  Voting. Each member of the commission shall be entitled to one vote. The concurring affirmative vote 
of a majority of members present at a meeting of the commission shall constitute approval of plans 
before it for review, or for the adoption of any resolution, motion or other action of the commission. A 
majority of the members present may reject approval of plans before it for review.  


(6)  Rules and regulations. The commission shall adopt appropriate rules and regulations regarding the 
internal affairs of the commission and shall adopt design review standards and guidelines for resource 
treatment to carry out its duties. Any such rules shall become effective 30 days after their formal 
submission to the city council and appropriate publication, unless council within that period of time 
modifies, rejects or extends the effective date through formal action.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10; Ord. No. 10-16-17a, § 2, 10-30-17)  
 


Sec. 42-22. - Powers and duties of commission.  


(1)  The power to issue a certificate(s) of appropriateness, notice to proceed, or denial for all construction, 
additions, alterations, repairs, moving, excavation, or demolition on any resource located within the 
historic district.  


(2)  The power to recommend to the city council the designation of additional historic districts from 
resources chosen according to the criteria listed in section 42-23 which, when designated, shall be 
subject to all the provisions of this chapter.  


(3)  The power to render advice and guidance with respect to any proposed work on a resource located 
within the historic district.  


(4)  The power to accept and administer grants and gifts given for historic preservation purposes within 
the historic district.  


(5)  The power to enter into agreements and contracts with public or private agencies or individuals for the 
purpose of assisting the commission in carrying out its duties.  


(6)  The commission may issue a written report to the city council on or before January 30 of each year 
concerning the work of the commission during the preceding year.  
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(7)  The power to disseminate information to the public concerning those resources deemed worthy of 
preservation, and to encourage and advise property owners in the protection, enhancement, 
perpetuation and use of resources of historic and/or architectural interest.  


(8)  The power to conduct a survey and maintain a roster of resources located within the historic district 
which shall include a description of the characteristics of the resources which justified its designation, 
and a description of the particular features that should be preserved, and shall include the location and 
boundaries of the resource.  


(9)  Variances—Due to peculiar conditions of design and construction in historic neighborhoods it may be 
in the public interest to retain a neighborhood's historic appearance by making variances to normal 
requirements. Where it is deemed that such variances will not adversely affect neighboring properties, 
the commission shall recommend to the zoning board of appeals that such variance to standard 
requirements be made.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 


Sec. 42-23. - Establishment criteria and procedures of a district.  


(1)  The city council may, by ordinance, establish one or more historic districts. The historic districts shall 
be administered by a commission as established in section 42-20. Before establishing a historic 
district, the city council shall appoint a historic district study committee. The committee shall contain a 
majority of persons who have a clearly demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation, 
and shall contain representation from one or more duly organized local historic preservation 
organizations. The committee shall do all of the following:  


(a)  Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district following 
procedures established or approved by SHPO.  


(b)  Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and the historic resources located within 
that district.  


(c)  Determine the total number of historic and nonhistoric resources within a proposed historic district 
and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the significance of historic 
resources, the committee shall be guided by the selection criteria for evaluation issued by the 
United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National Register of Historic 
Places, as set forth in 36 C.F.R. part 60, and criteria established or approved by SHPO, if any.  


(d)  Prepare a preliminary historic district study committee report that addresses at a minimum all of 
the following:  


(i)  The charge of the committee;  


(ii)  The composition of the committee membership;  


(iii)  The historic district or districts studied;  


(iv)  The boundaries for each proposed historic district in writing and on maps;  


(v)  The history of each proposed historic district;  


(vi)  The significance of each district as a whole, as well as a sufficient number of its individual 
resources to fully represent the variety of resources found within the district, relative to the 
evaluation criteria.  


(e)  Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendations to the planning 
commission, to SHPO, to the Michigan Historical Commission, and to the State Historic 
Preservation Review Board.  


(f)  Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public in compliance with the Freedom of 
Information Act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.  
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(2)  Not less than 60 calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the committee shall hold 
a public hearing in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. 
Public notice of the time, date, and place of the hearing shall be given in the manner required by the 
Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261-15.275. Written notice shall be mailed by first-class 
mail not less than 14 calendar days before the hearing to the owners of properties within the proposed 
historic district, as listed on the tax rolls of the city.  


(3)  After the date of the public hearing, the committee and city council shall have not more than one year, 
unless otherwise authorized by the city council, to take the following actions:  


(a)  The committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its recommendations and the 
recommendations, if any, of the planning commission to city council. If the recommendation is to 
establish a historic district or districts, the final report shall include a draft of a proposed ordinance 
or ordinances.  


(b)  After receiving a final report that recommends the establishment of a historic district or districts, 
the city council, at its discretion, may introduce and pass or reject an ordinance or ordinances. If 
the city council passes an ordinance or ordinances establishing one or more historic districts, the 
city shall file a copy of that ordinance or those ordinances, including a legal description of the 
property or properties located within the historic district or districts, with the register of deeds. City 
council shall not pass an ordinance establishing a contiguous historic district less than 60 days 
after a majority of the property owners within the proposed historic district, as listed on the tax 
rolls of the city, have approved the establishment of the historic district pursuant to a written 
petition.  


(4)  A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a committee in the performance 
of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the Freedom of 
Information Act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 


Sec. 42-24. - Establishment, modification, elimination of a district.  


(1)  The city council may, at any time, establish by ordinance additional historic districts, including 
proposed districts previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries of an existing historic 
district, or may eliminate an existing historic district. Before establishing, modifying, or eliminating a 
historic district, a historic district study committee appointed by the city council shall, except as 
provided in subsection (2), comply with the procedures set forth in section 42-23 and shall consider 
any previously written committee reports pertinent to the proposed action. To conduct these activities, 
the city council may retain the initial committee, establish a standing committee, or establish a 
committee to consider only specific proposed districts and then be dissolved.  


(2)  If considering elimination of a historic district, a committee shall follow the procedures set forth in 
section 42-23 for issuing a preliminary report, holding a public hearing, and issuing a final report but 
with the intent of showing one or more of the following:  


(a)  The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled establishment of the 
district;  


(b)  The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined;  


(c)  The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures.  


(3)  Upon receipt of substantial evidence showing the presence of historic, architectural, archeological, 
engineering, or cultural significance of a proposed historic district, the city council may, at its discretion, 
adopt a resolution requiring that all applications for permits within the proposed historic district be 
referred to the commission as prescribed in this chapter. The commission shall review permit 
applications with the same powers that would apply if the proposed historic district was an established 
historic district. The review may continue in the proposed district for not more than one year, or until 
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such time as the city council approves or rejects establishment of the historic district by ordinance, 
whichever occurs first.  


(4)  If the city council determines that pending work will cause irreparable harm to resources located within 
the historic district or proposed historic district, the city council may by resolution declare an emergency 
moratorium of all such work for a period not to exceed six months. The city council may extend the 
emergency moratorium for an additional period not to exceed six months upon finding that the threat 
of irreparable harm to resources is still present. Any pending permit application concerning a resource 
subject to an emergency moratorium may be summarily denied.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 2-5-07, § 1, 2-20-07; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 
 


Sec. 42-25. - Regulation of construction and alteration.  


(1)  Permit. A permit shall be obtained before new construction or other work affecting the exterior 
appearance or interior work which will cause visible change to the exterior of the resource within the 
historic district is performed. The historic district commission does not regulate ordinary maintenance, 
as defined in this chapter. The person, individual, partnership, firms, corporation, organization, 
institution or agency of government proposing to do the work shall file an application for a building 
permit with the building inspector. Following receipt of a complete application and all supporting 
documentation, the building inspector shall immediately refer the application and all required 
supporting material to the commission. A permit shall not be issued and proposed work shall not 
proceed until the commission has acted on the application by issuing a certificate of appropriateness 
or a notice to proceed.  


(2)  Review. It shall be the duty of the commission to review all such applications and plans. The 
commission shall have the power to approve or deny such plans. The commission shall not issue a 
certificate of appropriateness unless the applicant certifies in the application that the property where 
work will be undertaken has, or will have before the proposed project completion date, a fire alarm 
system or a smoke alarm complying with the requirements of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State 
Construction Code Act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531.  


(3)  Fees. At the time of making application, the person or entity proposing to do the work shall pay the fee 
as determined from time to time by the city council. An application shall not be considered complete 
until the fee has been paid in full. No fee shall be charged for applications seeking only color change, 
reroofing or minor classes of work.  


(4)  Matters considered. In reviewing plans, the commission shall follow the U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings as set forth in 36 
C.F.R., part 67, as amended, [and] give consideration to all of the following:  


(i)  The historic or architectural value and significance of the resource and its relationship to the 
historic value of the surrounding area.  


(ii)  The relationship of any architectural features of the resource to the rest of the resource and to 
the surrounding area.  


(iii)  The general compatibility of the design, arrangement, texture, and materials proposed to be used.  


(iv)  Other factors, such as aesthetic value, that the commission finds relevant.  


(v)  Whether the applicant has certified in the application that the property where work will be 
undertaken has, or will have before the proposed project completion date, a fire alarm system or 
a smoke alarm complying with the requirements of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State 
Construction Code Act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10; Ord. No. 01-18-11, § 2, 2-7-11) 
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Sec. 42-26. – Design criteria.  


The commission shall be further guided by the Northville Historic Design Criteria which have been 
approved by SHPO and are incorporated by reference in this chapter.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 


Sec. 42-27. - Action by commission.  


(1)  Approval.  


(a)  If the commission approves plan(s), it shall direct the building inspector to make a notation on the 
building permit and process the application.  


(b)  The commission must act within 60 calendar days after the date a complete application is filed 
with the commission. Failure to act shall constitute approval unless an extension is agreed upon 
in writing by the applicant and the commission.  


(2)  Adverse impact on resource. If an application is for work which will adversely affect the exterior of a 
resource the commission considers valuable to the local unit, state, or nation, and the commission 
determines that the alteration or loss of that resource will adversely affect the public purpose of the 
local unit, state, or nation, the commission shall attempt to establish with the owner of the resource an 
economically feasible plan for preservation of the resource.  


(3)  Notice to proceed. Work on a resource shall be permitted through issuance of notice to proceed if any 
of the following conditions prevail and if the proposed work can be demonstrated by a finding of the 
commission to be necessary to substantially improve or correct any of the following conditions:  


(a)  The resource constitutes a hazard to the safety of the public or the occupants.  


(b)  The resource is a deterrent to a major improvement program that will be of substantial benefit to 
the community and the applicant proposing the work has obtained all necessary planning and 
zoning approvals, financing and environmental clearances.  


(c)  Retaining the resource will cause undue financial hardship to the owner when a governmental 
action, an act of God or other events beyond the owner's control created the hardship, and all 
feasible alternatives to eliminate the financial hardship, which may include offering the resource 
for sale at its fair market value or moving the resource to a vacant site within the historic district, 
has been attempted and exhausted by the owner.  


(d)  Retaining the resource is not in the interest of the majority of the community.  


(4)  Regulation of demolition and moving.  


(a)  The demolition or moving of resources within the historic district shall be discouraged. The 
commission may, however, after careful consideration of the effect of the move on the resource 
in question and on the entire historic district, issue a notice to proceed for moving or demolition 
of a resource. The commission shall issue a notice to proceed for approval of moving or demolition 
only if any of the preceding conditions ([listed in subsection] 42-27(3)) prevail, as more fully 
explained in the guidelines for the consideration of applications for the demolition or moving of 
structures, and if in the opinion of the commission the proposed changes will materially improve 
or correct these conditions.  


(b)  Notice to proceed with demolition may be issued either with or without reservation. Approval 
issued without reservation shall become effective immediately. Approval issued with reservation 
due to the historical/architectural/environmental significance of the involved resource shall not 
become effective until at least six months after the date of such issuance in order to provide a 
period of time within which it may be possible to relieve a hardship or to cause the property to be 
transferred to another owner who will retain it. The applicant must provide documentation, 
including photographs of the structure for the historical society archives.  
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(c)  Demolition by arson proven to be caused by the owner or the owner's agent shall require the 
restoration of the structure and authorize the commission to proceed under the powers delineated 
in section 42-29 of this chapter.  


(5)  Approval of minor classes of work. The commission may delegate the issuance of certificate(s) of 
appropriateness for specified minor classes of work to the inspector of buildings. The commission shall 
provide specific written standards to the delegated authority for issuing certificate(s) of appropriateness 
through its policies. On at least a quarterly basis, the building inspector shall submit the certificate(s) 
of appropriateness, if any, to the commission for review.  


(6)  Denial of permit application. In the event the commission denies the permit application, it shall provide 
a written explanation for the reasons of denial and, if appropriate, a notice that an application may be 
resubmitted for commission review when suggested changes have been made. The denial shall also 
include notification of the applicant's right of appeal to the state historic preservation review board and 
the circuit court. A denial shall be binding on the building inspector and other departments in the city.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10) 
 


Sec. 42-28. - Appeal from decision of commission.  


(1)  Appeal by applicant. An applicant aggrieved by a decision of the commission concerning a permit 
application may file an appeal with the State Historic Preservation Review Board. The appeal shall be 
filed within 60 days after the decision is furnished to the applicant. The appellant may submit all or part 
of the appellant's evidence and arguments in written form. An applicant aggrieved by the decision of 
the state historic preservation review board may appeal the decision to the Wayne County Circuit 
Court.  


(2)  Appeal by citizen or historic preservation organization. Any citizen or duly organized historic 
preservation organization in the city, as well as resource property owners, jointly or severally aggrieved 
by a decision of the historic district commission may appeal the decision to the circuit court, except 
that a permit applicant aggrieved by a decision rendered under section 42-27 of this chapter may not 
appeal to the court without first exhausting the right to appeal to the state historic preservation review 
pursuant [to] subsection (1) of this section.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10) 
 


Sec. 42-29. - Demolition by neglect.  


Upon a finding by the commission that a historic resource within a historic district or proposed 
historic district subject to its review and approval is threatened with demolition by neglect, the commission 
may do either of the following:  


(1)  Require the owner of the resource to repair all conditions contributing to demolition by neglect.  


(2)  If the owner does not make repairs within a reasonable time, the commission or its agents may 
enter the property, after obtaining an order from the circuit court, and make such repairs as are 
necessary to prevent demolition by neglect. The cost of the work shall be charged to the owner 
and may be levied by the city as a special assessment against the property if the costs remain 
unpaid 30 days after the owner has been notified of the cost.  


In the event that efforts by the commission to preserve a resource fail, the commission may 
recommend to the city council that public ownership of the resource is most suitable. The city 
council may proceed under section 7 of PA 96 of 1992.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03) 
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Sec. 42-30. - Work done without a permit.  


(1)  Restoration or modification. When work has been done upon a resource without a permit, and the 
commission finds that the work does not qualify for a certificate(s) of appropriateness, the commission 
may require an owner to restore the resource to the condition the resource was in before the 
inappropriate work was done, or to modify the work so that it qualifies for a certificate(s) of 
appropriateness.  


(2)  Application to circuit court. If the owner does not comply with the restoration or modification 
requirement within a reasonable time, the commission may seek an order from the circuit court to 
require the owner to restore the resource to its former condition or to modify the work so that it qualifies 
for a certificate(s) of appropriateness.  


(3)  Authority for commission to do work. If the owner does not comply or cannot comply with the order of 
the court, the commission or its agents may enter the property and conduct work necessary to restore 
the resource to its former condition or modify the work so that it qualifies for a certificate(s) of 
appropriateness in accordance with the court's order.  


(4)  Assessment of costs. The costs of the work may be charged to the owner and may be levied by the 
city as a special assessment against the property. When acting pursuant to an order of the circuit 
court, a commission or its agents may enter the property for purposes of this section.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03; Ord. No. 02-01-10, §§ 1, 2, 2-16-10)  
 


Sec. 42-31. - Penalties.  


(1)  A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution or agency of government 
that violates this chapter is responsible for a civil infraction and may be fined not more than $5,000.00.  


(2)  A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution or agency of government 
that violates this chapter may be ordered by the court to pay the cost to restore or replicate a resource 
unlawfully constructed, added to, altered, repaired, moved, excavated or demolished.  


(3)  The building inspection department has authority to double the fee for permit to correct the 
unauthorized alteration of a structure without historic district commission approval.  


(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03)  
 


Sec. 42-32. - Moratorium.  


If the city council determines that pending work will cause irreparable harm to resources located 
within an established historic district or a proposed historic district, the city council may by resolution 
declare an emergency moratorium of all such work for a period not to exceed six months. The city council 
may extend the emergency moratorium for an additional period not to exceed six months upon a finding 
that the threat of irreparable harm to resources is still present. Any pending permit application concerning 
a resource subject to an emergency moratorium may be summarily denied.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03) 
 


Sec. 42-33. - Severability.  


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this chapter is for any reason held 
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate 
provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.  
(Ord. No. 9-15-03, 10-6-03)  
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